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The most influential conservative hotestant writer of our era -
now colkcted in thk monwnental set
THE
GOMPLETE WORKS OF
FRANCIS A. SCHAEFFER
NOT a reprint - all2l volumes revised and updated
Who is the most important Evangelical writer of our time? lf a poll could be taken
among Evangelicals the world over, the name of Francis A. Schaeffer would pro -
ably lead all the rest. By far.
The liberals pretend that a few TV preachers are causing the resurgence ot conser-
vative Protestantism. But it goes far, far deeper, and much of the credit belongs to
Francis Schaeffer. He is bringing thoughtful conservative Protestants 1) back to their
roots and 2) right smack into the mainstream.
How to fonnuhh a worilview that
Schaelfer ranges from epistemology to
spirituality to the atts
VOLUME 1: .4 Christian new of Philosophy ond Culture
How Christianity relates to philosophy...to culture. Roots of
the "God is dead" mentality. How to make the Christian faith
live and flourish under modern conditions. Includes these four
books, complete and updated:
The God Who ls There * Ffcape from Reason * He ls
There and He Is Not Silent * Back 10 Freedom and
Dignity
VOLUME 2: A Christion View of the Bible as Truth
ls the Bible true? How arid why it is truth. When does the Bible
touch on science? How to integrate Genesis with theological and
scientific thoughl. How Bible truth should relate to Bible study
- and to the Christiar worldview. Includes these five books,
complete and updated:
Genesis in Space arld Time * No trinal Conflict *
Joshua and the trlow of Biblical Historv * Basic Bible
Studi€s * Art and the Bible
El€ly 4 weeks (13 times a y€ar) you get a free copy of the Club Bulletin,
which offen you the Fealured Seleclion plus a good choice of Ahernates.
Eooks on currenl issu€s, religion. economics, Comnunism, polilics, elc. -
all of inlerest lo conservatives. * Ii you wanl the Featured Selection, do
nolhing. It will cone aulomatically. * lfyou don'l wanl the Featured Selec-
tion, or you do want an Allernate. indicale your rvishes on the handy card
endos€d rilh your Bullelin and return il by the deadline dale. * The majori
ty ofClub bools will be offered at 20-50q0 discounrs, plus a chargc for ship-
ping and handling. * As soon as you buy and pay for 4 books al regular
Club prices, your mcmbership may be ended al any time, eithfr by you or by
the Club. t If you ever receive a Featured Selection wfuhou( having had l0
days 1o decide if you want il, you rnay relurn il al CIub expens€ lor full
credil. * Good service. No computers! * The Club willoller regular Super,
bargains, mostly at ?0'950/0 discounts plus shipping and handling. Super
bargains do NOT count tovard iulfilling your Club obliSation, but do enable
you 10 buy fine bools at giveauay priccs- i Only one membership er
household.
is both Chtislian and conservalive
VOLIIME 3: A Christion View of Spiituality
How to relate biblical reality to the nitty-gritty of everyday life.
Includes these four books, complete and updated:
No Uttle P€ople * True Spiriluality * The New Super-
Spidtualily * Two Contents, Two Realities
VOLUME 4: A Christiqn View of the Church
Why Western cultue is dying. Is the church dying too? How the
church can survive and grow in our time. Ways of giving Chris-
tian witness today, in deed and word. How the chuch can cope
with ecological problems and population growth. lncludes these
four books, complete and updated:
The Church at the End of the Twenti€th C€ntury * The
Church Before the Walching World * The Mark of the
Orristian * Death in the city
VOLLME 5t A Christion View of the West
The rise of Westem culture - and the seeds of decay. What
Christians must do. Coming: the death of freedom and the rise
of an authoritarian elite? Abortion, euthanasia, pollution:
Christian responses. Includes these four books, complete and
updated:
Pollution and the Death of Man * How Should We
Then Uve? * Whatever Happened to the Human Race?
* A Orristian Manifeslo
coilsERr/ATtvE BOOK CLUBlir
15 OAKLAND AVENUE ' HARRISON, N.Y. T0528
I enclose $19.95. Please accept my membership in the Club and
send me. at no additional cost, the s-volume $89.95 set of THE
COMPLETE WORKS OF FRANCIS A. SCHAEFFER. I agree
to buy 4 addilional books at regular Club prices over the next 2
years. I also agree to the Club rules spelled out in this coupon.
FJ.22
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Four orticles exomine the scripturol
position on homosexuolity, ond
provide o Christion response io
the problem.
FEATURES
The coniroversiol toctic of bomb-
ing obortion clinics to stop obor-
tions is cousing conflici in ihe pro-
life movement.
Counseling Homosexuols
Pcul D. Meer. M D
Such were Some ot You
Michoe Broun
On oul covel: Cloudius.the Rornon
Emoeror who exiled Aouilo ond
Priscillo, isployed by Richord Kiley
in the NBC ielevision dromo "A.D,"
Articles obout the eorly Christion
church begin on poge 30, ond o
review of the film is on poge 47,
1) Jeily Folwell Commenls
'- A Ministrv to the Follen
{$ In Review
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53
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The Service of Foiih
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Come, Let Us Reoson Together
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Fundomenlolism Todoy
Fundomentolist Fonoticism
Privote Religion ond Public
Policy-Edword Dobson
Pelspeclive-Abortion
Clinic Bombings-Col Thomos
Chlislionity & Ethics
Homosexuolity ond the Bible
Pou D Feinberg
Inlerview-Advice from the
Aposile Poul-Poul R Fink
Thunder in the Pulpit
Prepore for the Life to Come
5OM JON-AS
55 Mlnlsrry Updote
58
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Col Thomos
Bible Sludy-Deuteronomy
Norold L. W lmington
AO News-Bombirg Clinics Cousesv '  Conf l ict  Within Pro-Li fe
Movement-Modin Mowyer
Folwell Debotes Kennedy
Mork Smith
$l News Brlefs
Atler All-Sociol Concern?
Not Me, l'm o Fundomentolist!
Trumon Dollor
A) Blogtophy-Som Jones'- Brought Revivol to o Notion
B y V ck Bofr et1
20
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CF, Helping Chi ld len Glow Upav Slroighl-u,eo'qe a ,st sr'
,R The StoFspongled Slory
-' Anoe o Elwe I lunl
Q1')Copturing lhe Awesome
"- Power ol lhe Firsl Church
Ro ph W Morks, Jr
?t  lhe Cholocler ondv- Commilmenl of  Eor ly
Church Leodels
Jofrn V rk er
qQ Preochels ond Preoching
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CHALLENGE
DON'T MISS THE CHALLENGE
OF THE YEAR
IT'S YOUR MOVE.. .
Visit your bookstore today, or call for
more information about the BIBLE
CHALLENGE TOURNAMENT
(8OO) 437.4337.
ETEEE
x[}tonY
s
u
n
o
A
g
H
TDAIV
]HE BIBLE CHALLENGE TOURNAMENT IS A
,IATIONAL COMPETITION INVOLVING TEAMS
\ND INDIVIDUALS.
PRIZES - The winning team will be awarded a 1985
5.passenger van.
The individual winner will be awarded a trip for 4 to
he Holy Lands.
Thousands of dollars in runner-up prizes
WHEN - Competitions will be held during May and
une of 1985 in a city near you.
HOW TO ENTER - Registration forms are available
t vour local Christian bookstore.
Jesus t<lok three years to turn nvelve ordi-
nary men into disciples, but out ofthcse
came the dynamic evangelists that deliv-
ered the gospelto every corner of the
world. Today, manl' Christians have for-
gotten the essential connection befween
discipling and evangelism. And until now
there has been very little taught about this
v i ta l l ink .
That's rvhy Moody Instirute of Sci-
ence has faunched the Buiklingthe Fantily
ofGod: Spiritual Disriplizg film series.
This timely new series offers clear, biblical
perspectives on how to build disciple".
Featuring Dr. John MacAnhur,Jr., one of
the  na t ion 's  [ r ' remost  B ib lc  te . rchers ,  in : r
vibrant, corr.rpelling presentation that wili
inspire your church to take up Christ's
rvork where He left off.
MacAnhur's previous film series
have brought families and churchesevery-
where to a deeper knowledge ofScripture.
lnBuilding the Family ry'God, he shares
his insights on Christ's remarkable imper-
ative for world discipling. Combining
lively delivery with solid instruction ancl
practical application.
Film t hoducing Reproducers.
From the start, MacArthur brings Scrip-
ture to life. Through his clc:rr, verse-by-
verse explanation, you'll discover how the
process ofdiscipling is passed on fronr one
Christirn to another. And you'll find the
perfect example ofa disciple-maker in the
apostle Paul (lITim. 2:2-6). (44 min.)
Film 2: Spiritual Parenting.
How cirn a person become a disciple-
maker? Scriptural principles such as spirit-
ualreproduction and sacrif iciallovestan
you on the right path. And discovering
how to set the right exlmple or teach
sound docrine wil l inspire your church to
reach out to others through the power of
Scriprure. (44min.)
Film3: ltlarksOf A Disciple.
ln this film MacAnhur focuses on whar a
true disciple should be like. His in-depth
.rudy of Chrisr* forrr key mark., rf :r disci-
ple is fresh and sound. The reward ol
becoming like Christ will be the joy you
experiencein leadingothersto follow
Him. (44 min.)
church family through the
coming years. (44 min.)
Now you can plan to have this discipling
film series in yourchurch. And ifyou
order beforeJanuary 31, you'l l also
receive vour own Dersonal audio cassette
version ofthe films, free! A valuable tool
that wil lreinforce the message of the fi lms
each time you listen!
Ordcr today by calling (Mon. -Thurs. )
1800-82r-9n9
Califomia residents call 1-213 -698-8256.
SHRNqALDISCPUI.IG
Film 4: FerfectingThe hmily.
fhe go.rl ut the churc-h ir ro bring 
' 
I
people t() spirrrurl m:rturiry. U*ing I
Ephesians 4:11- 16. MacAnhur outlines
:i:*',lnx,'J:;:*l',il'liry:f iT{, oF
whole congregationwill benefit from these
practical insights as you seek to build your FILIYISERIES
Jd, mooDr, InsTrTuTE oF ScrEncE
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YOU SAID IT
Shlmel's Dust
I see that my hate mail is up! That
must prove that I really do exist after
all. The personalization of the object of
one's hate is the first step toward ac-
cepting the reality of the one hated.
Have you ever noticed how much athe-
ists actually hate God? It has always
amazed me that they spend so much
time hating someone they claim does
not exist. If they really believe what
they say, why they don't take a position
of total indifference toward God is
beyond me
The psychology of atheism involves
theophobia (the fear of God). Atheists
have definite ooinions about God. His
ways, and purposes. They have nothing
good to say about Him. They speak of
Him in the most negati\€ and despicable
terminology known to human language
That is the paradox. Even when they
are professing His nonexistence, they
are castigating Him and talking about
Him as though He were really there.
Just mention God and atheists ceur-
not be quiet. They will launch into a
diatribe against the person of God
Himself. They will tell you how terrible
God has been to people in general and
to them in particular. They talk about
Him as a rebellious child talks about
a hated parent. They make impassioned
appeals against Hirn. Hating Him, deny-
ing His existence, and damning His
name seem to be the only strategies left
to the atheists' tormented minds.
The atheists' Iot is a tragic one in-
deed. Their vehement hatred of a Der-
son they claim is nonexistent, is in
itself a confession of His existence after
all. What a pitiful situation. No wonder
the psalmist wrote, "The fool hath said
in his heart, There is no God" (Ps. 14:1).
Shimei
Dobson hit the nall on the head . . .
Without a doubt, the t : shows the
best Christian spirit of any Funda-
mentalist magazine with which I am
familiar. In his article "In Search of
Unity," Dobson really hit the nail on the
head when he said, "The unsaved world
does not really care whether we are
Evangelicals or Fundamentalistsl' All
too often we are fighting for some or-
ganization or some pnsition, instead of
fighting for the lord Jesus Himself. We
really need !o get our priorities straight-
ened out! Thanls for a wonderful article
and.a fine issue. Do keep up the good
worK.
Marshall C. St. John, Pastor
Bible Presbyterian Church
Concord, North Carolina
NOW!
Have a Master Teacher
Teach Your Child
Features comolete dav-bv-
day inst ruct ion for '  s tu-
dents by master teachers
from actual classroorns
at  Pensacola Chr is t ian
School .  K indergar ten
through fifth grade avail-
able fall 1985. Write for
more information,
A Beka Schml
Home DivisioIr
Box FIH
Pensacola Chdstian admils stud€nts of anv
r8ce, color, and nationll or ethnic oriSin.'
Morch 1985
BELIEVERS BIBLE
BOOK CO.
IHE ORIOINAI SCOFIEID SEFENENqE 8I8IE
IttT Edlllon
O r1a7 Fi.€ Grahod Morocco-€v. x 5% -BIs.k
Liat 175.00 Our Prlc.: l3l.OO
Pst co: t2.00 Total: _
D l2A1FL Bondod Leether-8y. x5% (L.a/se dz€)
8l.ck EurOundy - &own -
Poslager $1.50 Tolsl: -
fl l251FL aohd€d Lsalhor-5 x7% (Handy slz€)
ab6 - Bben - El6ck -
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tr /391Ft Bond6d t6aih6.-1o x 7'l. {Exlra Lr!€
Pnni A|lAck Buro!.dy -
ust t54.95 0|lr ?rlc.: aa2.95
Posteo€: $2.0O Tot.l: -
'HE NEW SCOFIEID NEF€NENCE BIBIE
D lS251FL Aonded L€ath€. 7 5/8 t5%"(Handysl.s)
8lack Eursur{y -
Poslloe:11.50 lot l: 
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tr /'9271 nL Sond€d Ls.th€r 8% t57la {Lso6!tze)
Black - Bugu.dy - Arown -
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FiEeOn€ BIGHTLY OIVIDING THE WOROOFTFUTH
bv C.l. Sconold wllh each Blbl€ Plrch@dl!
D /NlV Thompson Chal. F6ld6nce Biblo Bondod
Lealher 9',,1 r 6,r" Black -BurOlndy
Posra!€: 11.50 Tor.lr -
tr #NlV Scotield Fstsrsnce Blde *6271RL Bonded
bathor a 7/A x57la Bleck - Burglndy -
P6l6e€: 12.00 Tor.l: -
B Tho Pilgrim Study Blbl6l124RL B€rkshiE L@tho,
a r5l/' Black - Blroundy -
Llst $49.95 Our Prlc.: t35.16
Poslag€r $i.50 fotal: -
civ ...............- slate 
__ 
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TOTAL A]IIOUNT E CLOSED:
RETURN TO:
BELIEVERS BIBLE BOOK CO.
P. O. Box 31 284
Raleigh, North Carclina 27 622
Response . , .
In Philip Lindner's critique of my
comments on dispensationalism, he il-
lustrates the current tendency to attack
the tenets of premillerurialism under
the term of dispensationalism.
Historic premillennialism holds
that Christ is not fulfilling the Davidic
kingdom now, but that this will be
fulfilled after His Second Comrng.
While early dispensationalists, like
I FundomentolislJournol
A. C. Gaebelein whom he cites, tended
to ignore that there is a present king-
dom on earth, most contemporary pre-
millenarians and dispensationalists
recognize that there is a spiritual
kingdom to which all believers in
Christ belong at the present time as
confirmed by Romans 14:17. What
premillenarians and dispensational-
ists teach, however, is that this king-
dom is not the fulfillment of the prom-
ised Davidic kingdom in the Old iesta-
ment. Christ is reigning now from the
Father's throne in heaven. In the mil-
lennium He will reign from David's
throne on earth (Jer.23:5-6). David's
throne was never in heaven and the
Fatherl throne has never been on earth.
While it may be true that we can-
not equate dispensationalism, premil-
lennialism, and Fundamenlalism asthe
terms relate to different concepts, the
definition of each must stand upon
scriptural grounds, and the terms
should be used theologically recogniz-
ing the historic roots and definitions
that belong to each term. A dispensa-
tionalist is always a premillenarian; a
premillenarian is always a Fundamen-
talist, but the terms should not be used
interchangeably.
J ohn !. Walvoord
Dallas Theological Seminary
More on What Others Say . . .
The r; is likely to be recorded in
American church history as one of the
most amazing periodicals produced.
You started that way and, with the
December issue, reached a height that
I hope is another step rather than your
climax. You had the audacity to invite
comment from four disparate outside
observers, the nerve to publish just
what they said, and the confidence to
let them speak for themselves (but also
the wisdom of some guiding editorial
comment). Thank you.
You are showing what Fundamental-
ism is (especially needed by outsiders)
and, at much greater risk, what it is not
(especially needed by us insiders). Fun-
damentalism takes its character from
the core of that which is fundamental
to biblical Christianity historically
understood, but is being cartooned by
its periphery at best and its extremes
more commonly. I value your attempts
to show the difference.
I'll not insult you or embarrass my-
self by the disclaimer I don't always
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agree with you. Of course, or I wouldn't
bother reading. I predict the most bit-
ter charge you'll face is that you have
too much influence within Fundamen-
talist circles. That is always a resented
threat to those who had hoped to hoard
such to themselves.
Wallace Alcorn
Austin, Minnesota
Congratulations on your December
issue. It is a bold, creative stroke to
have invited the authors whose articles
appear. I was struck by Cardinal Ber-
nardin's statement that approach, stylg
and emphasis is more of a difference
between Catholicism and Fundamen-
talism than the substance of the gospel.
That is an amazing statement, given
what we know about Roman Catholic
doctrine.
I thought Carl Henry's closing para-
graph was stunning in its clarity and
force. Martin Martv was bv far the
most direct in his criticism of Funda-
mentalists. I thought that Bernardin
and Eckstein told us more about their
respective beliefs than about their reac-
tion to and understanding of Fun-
damentalism. I imagine you will re-
ceive spirited correspondence about
the material, but this series of articles
shows that your magazine is succeed-
ing in challenging Fundamentalists to
creative thinking about themselves and
others within the Christian fold.
Tom Minnery
Chistianity Todal
Carol Stream, Illinois
I was at once curious when I saw the
article by Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
("What Others Say About Fundamental-
ism," December 1984). I could see very
clearly in the article the present-day
technioue of Rome to make their re-
ligion look like the biblical Christran-
ity of the "Protestants." The cardinal's
slick wording would lead the unin-
formed to believe that there is m)
significant difference between evangeli-
c a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  h i s t o  r i c
Catholicism.
However, Rome hasn't changed. To
print such a deceptive article in a Fun-
damentalist magazine, with no clarify-
ing notes on the truth of Rome's double-
talk, is a stumbling block to any true
believer who doesn't know Rome's
motives or purposes. I strongly feel
that an explanation is in order to clarify
the differences between Catholicrsm
and biblical Christianity so that many
readers of the article will not be led
astray by the cardinal's smooth talk.
Joseph P Dapra
Calvary Bible College
Kansas City, Missouri
Ed.itor's Note: On page 12 ol the
December issue, Edward. Dobson clari-
fies the tiews presented. in that issue.
I rcad your December issue in which
several theologians set forth their doc-
trines and personal interpretations of
the Scripture. One has adequate prob-
lems in trying to undersland the Scrip
ture as it was dictated by the Holy
Spirit without the scholastic identifica-
tions. To anyone not completely com-
mitted to the Scripture, as written, it
would add confusion on top of confu-
sion and would surely edify nothing.
Then comes the January issue with
a front cover of a female nreacher. The
article full of personal interpretation
of Scripture, taken out of context, and
full of "probably" and "this portion of
the Scripture does not pertain to to-
day's lifej'etc. How liberal does the
loumal care to take us?
Dave Emanuel
Crossville, Alabama
Editor's Note: A oicture is worth a thou-
sand word.s, bui apparently not on our
January cover. Being a Fund.amentalist
publication, we took it lor grantetl that
our readers would know our pos;tion
on uomen in the pastorute, and in case
you didn't, the a icle by Susan Foh
reinlorced why we believe women
shoukl not fill that positiott A thorough
reading ol the article, not just looking
at the picture, would show that we do
not endorse women oreachels. I
TIre Home Invaders
Astirrine call
TVand all the media tO aEtiOn
are "selling'' everything
trom casual sex. homo-
sexuality, and adultery
to dmss and alcohol.
In his ievealing book,
The Home Invaders,
Donald E. Wildmon
presents the startling
facts of this destructive
diet, and challenges
Christians to takd
action as he has done.$s.9s
At bookstores evertwhere, or write:
VICTOR BOOKS
P.O. Box 1825, Wheaton, l ino s 60189
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..ONE DAY AT A TIME''
DESTINED TO BE A MOVIE.
l f  you read one book th is  year  make i t  "ONE DAY
AT A TIME" perhaps the greatest  success and
love story ever  to ld.  She came f  rom the wrong
side of  the t racks,  a fami ly  of  12.  Two st r ikes
against  her-pover ty  and shyness.  At  14 her
dreams were shat tered.  She vowed she would
never  s ing again.  She a lmost  lost  her  l i fe  twice,
once in  Vietnam enter ta in ing the Gl 's  in  1969.  Her
st rength and fa i th  was tested again in  1982 when
her husband was sent  to pr ison for  3 years.  Cr isty
has the #1 country  song. . .#1 GospelAlbum in the
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restoration. We must be willing to con-
front sin and then restore the reoen-
tant sinner. Both are essential if we are
to fulfill the ministry of Christ.
Repentance
Our first responsibility is to call
sinners to repentance, anecessary con-
dition for salvation and for restoration,
if we expect the blessings of God.
Calling a sinner to repentance may
involve the uncomfortable confronta-
tion of specific problems. However,
loving confrontation is the most impor-
tant thing we can do for an errant
brother.
In standing against sin we run the
risk of appearing judgmental and un-
loving. After being in the pastorate
nearly 30 years, I have counseled all
kinds of people involved in all kinds of
sin. I face their sin problems head on,
but that does not mean I do not love
them.
Genuine love goes beyond parrot-
ing vain niceties. It involves a will-
ingness to lose the relationship, to
undergo the stress of facing the prob-
lem, and to commit to the healing
process. When a person repents of sin,
we must forgive him-no matter how
many times he repeats the offense.
Forgiveness i the ultimate expression
of true Christianity.
Restoratlon
The ministry to the fallen does not
end with the call to repentance. It must
include the opportunity for full resto-
ration of the repentant sinner. Every-
one who repents has a place of servrce
for God. All too often we are guilty of
neglecting the sinner after he has
repented. We merely go on our way
concentrating on reaching new con-
verts, instead of restoring the fallen
brother to full service in Christ.
When a believer falls into sin, wc
may feel that his failure undermines
our doctrine of regeneration. Many
disavow the fallen brother and shun
him completely. This will drive him
into hopeless despair. Upon his repen-
tance, our responsibility to him be-
comes restoration, not isolation and
condemnation. The church must be a
place where broken people get the
pieces of their lives put back together.
People Helplng People
The church is in the people
business. Ministering is more than
merely preaching sermons and declar-
ing truth. True ministry is the applica-
tion of the love of Christ to a hurtine
society. Condemning is easy but conl
soling takes time. Denouncing sin is
simple, but delivering the sinner can
be exhaustine.
God has c[osen to displav His love
to fallen people through fillin people.
Sinners saved by His grace should be
the first to offer His grace to others.
We should be the first to announce
hope to any sinner. God is still in the
soul-saving and sin-forgiving business.
And likewise so should we. I
A Ministry tothe Fallen
primary goal of the church is
to reach and minister to the
fallen. No one exists beyond
the scope of God's grace: the alcoholic,
the prisoner, the drug addict, the
adulterer, the homosexual. Although
we have a tendency to rank sinners by
the degree or severity of sin, God does
not. He sees us all alike-in need of His
grace and mercy.
The gospel message applies to
everyone. When the church ceases to
give that message to all people, it has
failed in its most basic mission. Christ
never limited the free offer of the
gospel to a few. Rather, He commrs-
sioned us to give all men His message
of redemption and forgiveness of sin.
Even within the body of the church
we are to have a ministry of reconcilia-
tion to our errant brethren. Christrans
should never rejoice over the failure of
another believer. Rather, the apostle
Paul admonishes us: "Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault. ve which
are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be temnted. Bear ve one
another's burdens, ind so fulfill the
law of Christ" (Gal. 6:l-2).
If we are to obey Christ's command
to live as He did, burden-bearing must
become a major part ofour lives. Run-
ning from people with problems is
often easier than helping them through
difficult times. But if we do not offer
assistance, we relegate people to a less-
than-human role. In reality, we all have
committed sin of one kind or another.
We do not have to kill someone to
become a fallen Christian. Some of us
are victims of pride, jealousy, hatred,
rage, anger, bitterness, or an un[orgiv-
ing spirit. Whatever our sin, we are all
equally guilty before God.
The goal of the ministry to the
fallen is twofold: repentance and
l2 FundomentqlistJournol
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FUNDAMENTALISM ODAY
Fundamentalist Fanaticism
hirate Religron and Public Policy
by Edward Dobson
7ll ne securar meqla ano rne :
t
I rellgrous establlshmenl have a
I conspicuous tendeng/ to equate
Frmdamentalism with fanaticism. From
the actions of the Shiite Muslims of
han to the abortionclinic bombings in
America, everything done by irrational
(revolutionary) zealots in the name of
religion is characterized as "Fundamen-
talistl' Because of this constant den sa-
tory use, the word Fund.amentaiist
strikes fear and paranoia in the hearts
of multitudes. The underlying message
is that all Fundamentalists are wagin!
a holy war and mean to force their re-
ligious dogmas on the r€st of society.
One author described Fundamentalists
by stating, "He is coming after you to
get you to join his army. If you don't
want to join, he's coming after you
anyway" (Texas Monthly, Nw,, 1981,
p.178). Such unjust characterizations
are a premeditated attempt to manipu-
late the minds of the American public
and cause them to despise and-reject
the message of all Fundamentalists.
The Fundamentalist movement is
not without extremists, but judging the
entire movement bv a few radical oub-
lic statements is unfair. As Fundamcn-
talists, we reject hit-lists, namecalling,
manipulation, and other coercive at-
tempts to hijack the political process.
We stand opposed to those who make
imprecatory prayers, bomb abortion
clinics, and call opponents "satanic
devilsl' We want to be judged for who
we are, not for some bizarre prcnounce-
ment with cultic overtones. We do notjudge the Jewish community by the
bigotry of Rabbi Meir Kahane, who ad.
vocates the deportation of all Arabs
ftom Israel. Nor do ure wish to be judged
by similar pronouncements from the
Fundamentalist fringe. To understand
14 FundomenlolistJournol
Our faith is deeply
rcoted ln our
commitment o the
Wod of Gd.
us, you must know what we believe and
hoy that belief expresses itself in the
puollc arena.
Hvate Rellglon
Fundamentalists can best appease
the secularists by believing nothing,
saying nothing, and doing nothing. We
could silence the criticism of our oppo
nents if, like Private Shultz of "Hogan's
Heroes," we simply stated, "I know
nothing!" But that would be an uncon-
ditional surrender of who we are and
what we believe.
Our faith is deeply rooted in our
commitment to the insnired and iner-
rant Word of God-the Bible. We be-
lieve that the Scriptures are without
error, not only in matters of religion,
but also in matters of history science,
and the cosmos. As such they are the
authoritative guide for faith and prac-
tice. We believe that Jesus Christ is the
virgin-born Son of God, the promised
Messiah of Old Testament ScriDture.
We believe He died a substitutibnary
and vicarious death on the cross and
was literallv a-rd bodilv raised fmm the
dead three days later. We believe that
faith in Christ is the only way to heaven
and that we are commanded to preach
the gospel around the world. We be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is comins back
to this planet to establish His kiigrlom
ano to relgn.
In this theological domain of our
private religion, we seek no change,
conciliation. or comoromise. When we
state that our objective is to evangelize
the world. we mean exactlv that. When
we state that salvation is oredicated
upon faith in Christ, and not baptism,
confession, or church membership, we
mean exactly that. These statements
are not anti-Catholic, anti-Jewish, or
anti-Muslim; they are expressions of
what we believe. We have always be-
Iieved and preached the same message,
and we do not intend to chanse for the
sake of being accepted accord'ing to the
standards of others.
The ooint of tension seems to lie
more with our methods than with our
message. Sometimes we exercise our
religious objectives in a way that de-
stmys the impact of our message. Paul
admonishes us to "speak the truth in
love" (Eph. 4:15). Our message must be
tempered with a love that accepts
others-even those with whom we
strongly disagree. Extremists who de-
clare that the Papacy is of anti-Christ,
or who dehumanize othen with emotive
declarations of their own bigotry are
insensitive to others and lack the love
of Christ.
Publlc Morallty
As Fundamentalists we believe that
the First Amendment prohibits the
establishment of a state religion and
thereby protects the rights of all re-
ligions. At the same time, it does not
insptrcd and inernnt
advocate the exorcism of God and re-
ligion from society. We believe that
religion must neither dominate the
political process nor be dominated by
it. We must be free to worship God ac-
conding to the dictates of our conscience,
and we must be free to exercise our
political rights as good citizens. But in
exercising our political responsibilities,
we have been misinterpreted by some,
and a little clarification is in ordcr.
First, we are not seeking to make
America a Christian nation. We are
concerned about the erosion of the
basic values expressed in the Judeo-
Christian tradition, and we believe we
must strengthen those values within
our soclety.
Second, we are committed to an
America that is oluralistic in the broad-
est sense. We desire to protect the
rights of allminorities-whether or not
they share our faith. For example, we
disagree with the doctrine of the Mor-
mon church, but we must protect the
Mormons' right to have their mission-
aries knock on our doors, so we can
have the liberty to knock on their doors.
Third, we are committed to Drin-
ciples, not political parties. We are
committed to protecting the life of the
unborn and defending the nation of
Israel. We are concerned about the
growing industries of pomography and
illegal drugs, and the increasing role of
government into religious affairs. We
are proponents of a strong defense as
the best deterrent to nuclear war, and
from that position of strength negotiat-
ing the verifiable elimination of nuclear
weapons. When political platforms
converge with our agenda we support
them, and when they do not we oppose
them. We advocate cobelligerency with
othen who share our moral, social, and
political concerns. We are exercising
our American citizenship and doing
what the National Council of Churches,
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, the Na-
tional Education Association, and other
special interest and minority groups
have been doing for years. When others
suggest that we should be silent, we
wonder if their only concern is that we
threaten their position in the political
Drocess,
- 
Founh, we seek to influence the
political process in the highest tradi-
tion of American politics. We reject the
use of manipulative power politics and
inhumane methods to accomolish our
goals. While we may battle wiih others
in the process. we must live with them
in peace as fellow Americans. We must
practice the "Golden Rule" in all our
relationships.
Practlclng Love
Religious fanaticism is one of the
most destructive forces on this planet.
I know, because I grew up in Belfast,
Northern Ireland. I have seen the dam,
age-both physical and emotional. My
grandfather's store was bombed and
destroyed. My cousins were killed in
reprisal murders. Yet I bear no hatred
for anyone in Northern Ireland. Why?
Because my father was unlike many
Protestant ministers there. He taught
me how to love-not how to hate. He
taught me the value of all human
beings-Catholic, Protestant, Jewish,
and others. He taught me that prob-
lems are solved by reasonable discus-
sion and love-not by irrational be-
havior and killing. As Fundamentalists
we must  pract ice that  love in  our  pr i -
vate religion and our public morality.
May we learn with Paul to "speak the
truth in love." I
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Abortion Clinic Bombings
A Matter of Conscience
by Cal Thomas
he mayor of Washington, DC.,
Marion Barry has called the
bombins of abortion clinics
"terrcrist acts." comparable to those of
the Nazis and the Ku Klux Klan. kav-
ing aside the argument that the Nazis
and the Klan killed people, and the
anti-abortionists say their goal in bomb
ing buildings is to prevent he destruc-
tion of innocent human life, let us press
on to analyze the mayor's analogy. Even
better, let us observe the position of the
mayor and his fellow civil rights acti-
viss 20 years ago when violence against
people and buildings was coming from
the left and not the right.
In the middle 1960s, young Marion
Barry headed the Washington chapter
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinatins
Committee. Following the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King, Jr., SNCC's
national chairman, Stokely Carmichael,
was reported by the Eeening Sto.r to
have said, "King's death made it a lot
easier for a lot of Negroes-they klow
it's time to get guns nowl'
Some believe remark like that con-
tributed to the riots in cities throueh-
out America. Nearly 600 fires were iet
across the country following King's
death. and Stokelv Carmichael ob-
served, "That was light stuff compared
with what is about to happen."
Try as I did, I was unable to find a
single newspaper story lrom that period
which reported Marion Barry as hav-
ing denounced Carmichael's inflam-
matory rhetoric-or the riots.
While King and other prominent
black leaders eschewed violence and
made nonviolence the cornerstone of
the civil rights movement, still others
moved in a more violent direction.
ln Cities Under Siege: An Anatomy
of Ghetto Riots, 1964-.1%8, David Baisel
and Peter H. Rossi resurrect some in-
teresting quotes from blacks who are
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violence was more
trendy? When the
Berrigan brothers
destroved federal
today held in high esteem as precursors
to the nonviolent wing of the civil rights
movement.
In the chapter "Black Violence in
the Twentieth Century: A Study in Rhet-
oric and Retaliationl' the authors ouore
Robert Williams, former president of
the Monroe. North Carolina. Branch of
the NMCP, who said, "Our only logical
and successfu.l answer is to meet organ-
ize d and massive violence with massive
and organized violencel'
W E. B. Du Bois, the noted Drotest
leader and a founder of the NAACB oc-
casionally advocated retaliatory vio-
lence. In 1916 Du Bois admonished
black youth to stop shouting platitudes
of accommodation and remember that
no people ever achieved liberation
without an armed struggle.
Remember when violence was more
trendy? Remember when the Berrigan
brothers destroyed federal pmperty
because of the "immorality" of the
Vietnam war and the arms race?
What about the New York Review ol
Boofrs, which in the mid-sixties featured
a Molotov cocktail on its cover and the
recipe inside? The Review said America
was reaching the point where revolution
was morally required. Who denounced
that philosophy? Not Marion Barry
Of Mayor Barry's attempt to link
the abortion clinic bombers to the
Nazis, theologian Carl F. H. Henry says
that the Nazis "repudiated an objective
moral order which denied the universal
dignity of manl' Henry says the Nazis
stressed Nordic suoerioritv and Jewish
inferiority much as the praabortionists
(excuse me-prachoicers) stress the rn-
feriority of unborn babies and the
KKK the inferiority of blacks.
As to the morality of blowing up
abortion clinics, that is a more difficult
challenge. Richard John Neuhaus of
the Center for Religion and Society in
New York put the question correctly in
a book called Movement and Revolu-
/ion. Said Neuhaus of the violent anti
war and civil rights protestors of that
day, "Do they mean to say tlat the time
has come to declare this government
morally illegitimate and in the name of
a higher law say that it is legitimate
and imperative to engage in violence to
change policy?"
Neuhaus says there are cases that
demand revolution, but rc'\blution must
always be the last step. The question
that must be asked today, he says, is
whether the last steD in the abortion
debate has been reaihed.
If you want my opinion, I am per-
sonally opposed to the bombings, but I
would not want to impose my morality
on orners.
I @ i985 l-os Angeles Times Syndicate
Reprinted with permission.
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property because of the
"immoralitv" of war?
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Homosexualitrr
and the 'u
Binte ., o,paurD Feinberg
Ho.o*"*oal behavior is against God's intention for human sexual activity.
n recent years supporters of homosexuality
have attempted to further their cause by
changingfie image of homosexuality through
the use of euphemisms such as "gay," "alternate
lifestylej'and so forth, and by efforts to prove that
it is not a perversioq but a genetically inherited
characteristic. They have advocated ethical relativism
tion of homosexuality isno more justified than the
practice of heterosexuality would be because of
heterosexual raoe
While it is true that the men of Sodom desired to
rape the angelic visiton to their city, this interpreta-
tion cannot stand. It does not account for the fact
that the judgrnent of God fell upon two entire cities.
Was homosexual rape
a common practice and
therefore the basis of
the judgment of God?
It could have beer\ but
that is not stated in the
text. What is more
damaging is that God's
judgment on homosex-
uality is quite in har-
mony with His pru
hibition and denuncia-
tion of this sin in other
Scriptures properly
Second, a bolder
proposal by the homo
and have even gone as
far as to claim the
support of Scripture
This astounding claim
deserves our attention
There are at least five
crucial passages in the
Bible that require
careful examination.
Genesis l9:1-ll
The sin of Sodom
and Gomorrah as tra-
ditionally been under-
stood to be homosex-
uality. As a matter of
fact, another name
for homosexuality is
'sodomyl' The grossness of this sin was thought o
be seen in the character of the judgment thai God
wrought on these cities.
The traditional interpretation of this passage has
been challenged in at least wo ways by homosexuals,
Fint, homosexuals have argued that the sin of Sodom
and Gomorrah was not simply homosexuality, but
homosexual rape. If this is sq then the condemna-
sexual community has been that Genesis 19 is not
about homosexuality atall. Rather the sin of Sodom
and Gomorrah was related to a eross violation of the
hospitality code This interpreta-tion is supported by
three arguments. (a) The Hebrew word yada'is
found 943 times in the Old Testament. I  is used only
l0 times to refer to sexual relations. and alwavs of i
heterosexual kind. If homosexual relations had been
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in view, then the Hebrew word sftaccb
would have been used. This word is
used 50 times in the OId Testament of
sexual intercourse, of relations between
men ano women, men ano men. even
humans and animals. Thus, yada'must
be taken in its common meanins of "to
knor.r " or "to get acquainted with.' The
rnen of Sodom and Gomorrah were
and inerrancy of Scripture will be un-
persuaded by the attempt to deny the
genuineness of the Peter and Jude
passages. Furthermorg while this in-
terpretation is novel, it fl ies in the face
of the long history of interpretation
that identifies the sin of Sodom and
Comorrah as homosexuality. Finally, it
is difficult to see how God could be
homosexuality among Israel's neigh-
bors. As a matter of fact, cultic prosti-
tution was associated with fertil ity
rites in pagan religions, hardly an ap-
propriate context for homosexuality.
Along these lines, some have claimed
that the prohibition was connected
with the growth and survival of the na-
tion. This is pure conjecture; nothing in
the text lends credence to such a claim.
A second attempt to circumvent he
teaching of this passage might be called
ceremonial. Here the distinction be-
tween the moral and ceremonial aspects
of the Law is crucial. The moral Iaw is
enduring; the ceremonial aspects are
transitory. The Christian today is not
bound by the ceremonial aspects of the
Law. This prohibition is to be found in
the context of ceremonial uncleanness
due to menstruation and the emission
of semen.
We are not bound by these com-
mands today. Why should we be bound
then by the prohibition against homo-
sexuality? The answer of course is sim-
ple. These prohibitions are repeated in
the New Testament and the penalty of
death shows that the ground of the com-
mand is moral-not ceremonial, as sup-
poners o[ homosexuality have claimed.
Romans l:26-27
The New Testament. as well. con-
demns homosexual activity. Romans
l:26 deals with lesbianism (homosexual
relationships between women), while
1:27 treats male homosexuality. Both
passages eem to teach that these prac-
tices are evidences of God's judgment
on those who reject His revelation.
As might be surmised from what
has gone before, this interpretation of
Paul's teaching does not go unchal-
lenged. Homosexuals make much of
the presence of the word "natural" in
the text and related it to a distinction
within homosexuality. Homosexuality is
of two kinds. Intersion refers to a can-
dition of constitutional homosexuality.
The condition is an unalterable sexual
preference for members of the same sex.
Penersion, on the other hand, is activity
of a homosexual character against one's
constitution or sexual preference and
orientation. Until recently all homosex-
ual activity was viewed as evidence of
perversion. No longer is this tenable, so
it is claimed.
AII of this applied to the passage is
interpreted by the homosexual in this
way. Paul is condemning homosexuality
simply interested in getting to know the
angelic visiton. The offer of Lot's daugh-
ter was a bribe to the men of the city
to be hosDitable in their actions. It has
.ro se*ual intention. (b) Furthermore,
interpretation is supported by the way
in which Sodom and Gomorrah are re-
ferred to in other biblical texts. Examine
Isaiah 1:10. Jeremiah 23:14. Ezekiel
l6:48-49. Matthew 10:14-15. and Luke
10:10-12. These passages are silent on
sexual sin. They either mention the ar-
rogance of the city or its lack of
hospitality. (c) The homosexual inter-
pretation of Genesis l9 grew up in the
intertestamental period as the result of
the books of Jubilees and Joseohus. It
is charged that 2 Peter 2:6-8 and Jude 7
are a reflection of this apocryphal
attitude.
Careful examination of this inrer-
pretation shows it to be false. Statistics
can never determine the meanins of a
word. The context must decide ihich
meaning is to be preferred. The sexual
understanding of lada'is supported by
its use in the immediate context in
Genesis 19:8 where any other sense
would make no sense. Moreover, while
it is true that Sodom and Gomorrah
were exceedingly wicked cities, so that
their sexual sins are not singled out in
every passage, neither do the texts
above exclude homosexuality as at least
a pan of the cause of divine iudcment.
Those who believe in rhe insoi'rarion
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lt matter how much
our heart may go out to
the homosexual, we
have an obligation to
make it clear that
homosexuality is a sin.
justified in such a sweeping judgmenr
as that wrousht on these two ciries if
the only or piimary sin was a lack of
hospitality.
Irvitlcus lE:22 and 20:13
The next major statement in the Old
Testament about homosexuality is
found in the Holiness Code, kviticus
l8:22 and 20:13. This code contains
God's demands for ordering the life of
His covenant people Israel. This order
had as its goal the setring apan of
lsrael from the immoral and idolatruus
practices of her neighbors so that she
might be acceptable to worship the
true and living Cod (cf. [.ev l8:3).
Leviticus 18:22 stands within legisla-
tion relating to prohibitions against all
impermissible and unnatural sexual
relationships. I-eviticus 20:13 is simply
a restatement of 18:22. Both call the
homosexual act an abomination (He-
brew, to'abah).\*viticus 20:13 adds the
death penalty for the practice.
Homosexuals have sousht to evade
what seems to be the cliar and un-
mistakable meaning of these texls in
two ways. First, they have dismissed
them on cultural or national srounds.
Homosexuality was prohibited not be-
cause it was morally wrong, but because
it was associated with temple orostitu-
tion in the surrounding nitions. How-
ever, there is little evidence of relisious
l
that grows out of perversion, not inver-
sion. According to their argument, if
homosexual activity is the result of
one's constitutional preference, it is
both unalterable and permissible. It is
according to, not contrary tq one's
nature. According to them it is only
perversion, homosexual activity that is
contrary to one's constitutional sexual
orientation, that is condemned.
A great deal depends on this distinc-
tion between invert and pewert homo-
sexuality. While biological or genetic
evidence does not support such a dis-
tinction. mv main concern here is with
the text. fhere is a good exegetical
reason [or rejecting this interpretation.
The word "nature" seems to carry with
it its typical meaning, which has refer-
ence to the ordered regularities of
nature. Paul's argument is that homo-
sexual behavior is against God's inten-
tion for human sexual activity, and that
this is plainly seen in nature. Thus,
there is no wav that the word "natural"
ual prostitution. Neither of the terms
includes a constitutional homosexual
in a committed and loving relationship.
Again, such an interpretation is an
artempt lo get around the meaning of
the text rather than to understand it.
The evidence lor the word studies is
not drawn from the first centurv. but
later. Etymologically, arsenokoini
means "a male bedmate for a malel'
Moreover, both terms follow the general
Greek word ponroi (immorality) as
specific example of it. A parallel con-
struction can be found in I Timothy
l:10 where there is a list o[general im-
morality, followed by specific examples
of that sin.
Pastoral Concerns
How then should we as Christizrns
deal with homosexuals? I-et me suggest
the following:
In truth. No matter how much our
heart may go out to the homosexual, we
have an oblieation to make it clear that
can be limited to heterosexuals who
practice homosexual behavior.
I Corlnthlans 6:9-11
The passage in I Corinthians 6:9-ll
c.onstitutes an important vice list in
which Paul specifies generally the con-
dition of sinners who follow a con-
tinued and unresisted coune of willful
disobedience. For such there is no place
in the kingdom of God. In this list there
are two kinds of disobedience that arc
of soecial interest to our discussion.
The- Greek words are malakoi and
arsenokoitai. These words are difficult
to translate into English. The majority
of biblical scholars understand them as
references to the passive and active
partners respectively in homosexual re-
lations. "effeminate. nor abusers of
themselves with mankind" (v9). Recent
homosexual interpretation of this pas-
sage has taken malakoi to mean "soft"
or "self-indulgent" and arsenokoitai to
refer to a male homosexual prostitute.
Thus, the passage is supposed to con-
demn the self-indulgent and homosex-
'W" 
*" all sinners, but
we have not engaged in
all kinds of sin.
homosexuality is a sin. God calls it an
abomination. God also calls the homo-
sexual to repent of his or her sin. and
to change his or her actions. This will
not be easy, but neither is it easy for
the one trapped in heterosexual immo-
rality to stop. God has, however, prom-
ised His enablement.
In humility. We are all sinners, but
we have not engaged in all kinds of sin.
That we have not is due to the srace of
God. This should make us both thankful
and exceedingly hurnble.
In loye. Sin is a terrible master. It
catches its prey and does not want to
release it. While God hates sin, in this
case homosexuality, He loves the sin-
ner. I-et us never forget that our lnrd
Jesus Christ died for that sin and for
the sinner.
I Paul D. Felnberg is professor of
biblical and systematic theology at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,
Deerfield. Illinois. He holds a Th.D.
from Dallas Theological Seminary and
is a candidate for a Ph.D from the
University of Chicago.
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he practice of homosexuality
is a sin. The Bible calls it a sin
in both the Old and New Testa-
ments. But Christian counselors must
realize that it is not a sin to have
homosexual temptations. If you and I
have heterosexual temptations due to
our own insecurities and/or Satan's en-
ticement, we have still done well if we
resist those temDtations and do not acr
on them. Only ;hen we willfully dwell
on those temptations, or even worse, act
them out by committing adultery, do we
commit sin. The same is true for
homosexual temptations. The person
who has homosexual temptations is not
necessarily a homosexual. A homo
sexual is someone who willfully prac-
tices homosexuality.
At the Minirth-Meier Clinic rn
Dallas, my associates and I have helped
hundreds of hornosexuals overcome
the practice of homosexuality. As
Christian counselors we must love
people who have this sinful problem,
just as we love people with any other
sin problem, remembering that we all
have room for soiritual improvement.
Christ can heal iny sin pro6lem. Paul's
list of the sins in the Corinthian church
inc ludes forn icat ion,  adul tery,
cheating, stealing, jealousy, and
homosexualitv. However. the members
of the Corinthian church, through
spiritual growth, were able to over-
come these sins, and Paul was able to
eventually say, "and such r,vere some
of you" (l Cor. 6:9-l l).
Althoush there are women involved
in lesbian-relationships, the vast ma-
ioritv of homosexuals are males. ln the
iamily background common to many
male homosexuals, boys are born and
reared in homes where the fathers are
either out of the picture altogether or
so dedicated to their careers that they
soend verv little time with their sr.rns.
Therefore, from birth to 6 years of age
the boys model their mannerisms,
behavior, and way of thinking after
he simplest way to help homosexuals overcome the practice of
homosexuality is to dig into their past, come to logical conclusions about the
roots of their homosexual cravings, and proceed from there to figure out how
God wants to meet the natural needs that were never met in childhood.
Gg+seling
tlomosex-u*J,#
their mothers. They develop a feminine
identitv. with feminine likes and
dislikes. During that period they feel
unloved by and insignificant to their
fathers and crave their affection. In
elementary school they identify with
female teachers. If they go to church
they may attend Sunday school classes
with female teachers. So they continue
to grow up identifying with the femalevior, 
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Ho*o."*uals tend to have one crush after
another on males who remind them of their fathers.
gender. (Churches hould have couples
teaching young children whenever
possible, so they can identify with both
males and females.)
When these boys reach their teen-
age years, they develop strong crushes
on males instead of on females, for two
purely psychological reasons. First,
since they have identified with the
female gender, and other females their
age are developing crushes on boys,
they develop crushes on boys. Second,
their intense cravins for a father's af-
fection, which thef never received,
causes them to seek senuine love from
other males and theiy confuse it with
sex. They may yield to a homosexual
relationship, but not because they have
desires to Dractice sex with other
males. They-are willing to give in and
from there to figure out how fu wants
to meet the natural needs that were
never met in childhood. Assure
homosexuals that God loves them as
much as He loves people who comrnit
heterosexual sins or gossip or overeat,
and that God wants to meet all therr
needs. Assure them that God can meet
their cravinss better than Satan can.
Homoseiuals need to confess their
sinful acts to God and ask for for-
giveness, just as we would confess any
other sin. At this point I frequently share
I John l:9 with homosexuals who are
already believers. I take unbelievers
through John 1:12, Romans 3:23,
Romans 6:23, and Ephesians 2:8-9 and
try to win them to Christ. Then I go to
I John 1:9 and have them ask God for
forsiveness.
superficial culture. Some males are
threatened by former homosexuals be-
cause of their own denial of subccrn-
scious temptations in that area. In fact,
males who are very flirtatious with the
opposite sex are frequently trying to
prove to themselves that thev are not
homosexuals.
Former homosexuals hould also be-
gin to date girls their own age. Even
though they may not have any sexual
desire for them for another year or so,
they should get to know them as friends
and try to become involved in their lives.
However, they must not spend the
majority of their time with these
platonic friends, because they may con-
tinue to identify with the female gender
sexually. Primary emphasis should be
on developing friendships with males
their own age and older, with whom
they can begin to identify and from
whom thev can receive emotional and
spiritual aifection to help fill the father
vacuum. The longer they do this the less
Satan is able to use that natural need to
tempt them to fulfill it in an unnatural
way.
A Christian counselor can take this
information regarding homosexual men
and apply these principles to counseling
women who are felding to lesbian prac-
tices because of an unfulfilled need for
affection from their mothers.
Many of the homosexuals we have
treated begin to develop genuine affec-
tion for the females they date. Many
have gotten married, had children, and
leamed to enjoy sexual relationships
with their wives. Thev must Drorecr
themselves throughout 
-their 
lives from
going where Satan could tempt them. A
few have had occasional lapses back into
a homosexual act, only to come back to
counseling overwhelmed with guilt.
They need to confess the sin, forsake it,
and go on with life-just as Christians
who commit other sins. The book Grou"
ing Up Straight by George Rekers has
some excellent suggestions for parents
who want to make sure their children
do not become homosexuals. I have
written Christian Child-Reaing and Per-
sonality Development and. Family Foun-
dations rhat also outline how parents
can avoid this problem by giving their
time and attention to their children.
I Paul D. Meler is a psychiatrist,
lecturer, author, and partner of
Min i r th-Meier  Cl in ic .  P.A. .  rn
Richardson, Texas. He holds an M.D.
from the University of Arkansas
Medical School, Fayetteville, Arkansas.
commit homosexual acts in order to
win the affection of another male.
Almost always, the homosexuals we
have treated tend to have one crush after
another on males who remind them of
their fathers. I remember treatins a
pastor who had several homosexuafa[-
fairs. As he described these affairs to
me, I noticed that all his lovers had red
hair, a moustache, were musical, emo-
tional. and oassive. When I told hirn that
he must noi have spent much time with
his father growing up, and that I as-
sumed his father must have had red
hair, a moustache, was musical, emo
tional, and passive, the pastor was
shocked and thought I must have some
supernatural ability to read minds. His
father had been the music minister of
a church and indeed did have red hair,
a moustache. and emotional and oassive
features. His father was so busy iervrng
the l-ord that he never had time for his
son. So this pastor spent his life search-
ing for a substitute and confused this
normal craving with homosexual temp-
tations. He had a natural God-siven eed
lor male altectron, bul he was trylng to
meet that need in a sinful way.
' The sirnplest way to help homosex-
uals overcome the practice of homosex-
uality is to dig into their past, come to
logical conclusions about the roots of
their homosexual cravings, and proceed
At this point they should give up
homosexual behavior immediately and
forever. However, I promise them they
will continue to have homosexual temr
rations but thal the temptations will
decrease il intensity week by week as
we continue the counseling process.
After six months to one year of weekly
therapy sessions, the temptations are
much less severe and much easier to
resist. They may have some temptations
off and on throughout life, just as I have
temptations to overeat or spend too
mucn, ano so on.
A key to help decrease those tempta-
tions is to figure out ways for them to
receive genuine emotional and spiritual
affection from healthv. heterosexual
Christian males in the cirurch, and from
their heavenly Father. Daily devotions
and a friendly, conversational prayer life
are vitally important in developing an rr-
timate relationship with God. But for-
mer homosexuals hould also seek out
heterosexual Christian males of various
ages and begin to develop proper friend-
ships with them. They may do this
through a Bible study group, church
athletic teams. church choir. or some
other creative opportunity. They should
develoo one or two male friends their
own age with whom they can eventually
share anything, without fear of rejec.
tion. This is not alwavs easv in our
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A Christian
Response to
Homosexuals
by Michael Braun
omosexuality is an escalating phenomenon of our modern society and is
no longer a topic shunned or ignored by the Christian community. The
homosexual has become a cause celebre for humanistic social architects
in their unending quest to restructure our society. Moreovel, he has become a
member of an emerging minority group. Consequently, he is being courted and
flattered by opportunistic politicians.
According to The Connecticut Mutual Life Report on Ameican Values in the
Eighties, the vast majority of middle Americans believe homosexuality is wrong
and fear the spread of its influence. Yet the homosexual is being driven deeper
into the grip of immorality through the growing acceptance of this classic perver-
sion by a small but very influential segment of our society.
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How is a Christian to respond?
Outrage is certainly legitimate. But in
the face o[ this cynical exploilation,
clearlv the homosexual should not be
the piimary target for our anger. We
should direct our displeasure first
toward the heterosexual panderers who
use homosexuality for their own pur-
ooses. Nevertheless. to those of us who
want to bring a healing message of
hooe to the men and women in this
confused and perverse society, anger is
not the most productive course. Instead
of viewins the homosexual subculture
in simplJadversarial terms, we must
see it as a needy area ripe for ministry
The homosexual world is a mission field
The Awful Hce
God's judgment has fallen heavily
uoon homosexuals. As a result of their
immoral sexual behavior, several dis-
eases are of epidemic proportions
among them. The outbreak of AIDS (Ac-
quired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)
has been well publicized, but herpes,
syphilis, and gonorrhea are also ram-
pant among homosexuals. AIDS heads
the list of fearful diseases. The Morbidity
and Mortality Weekly Report, June o,
1984. notes that 72 percent of all AIDS
sufferers admit to being homosexual.
AIDS has every appearance o[ remain-
ing 100 percent fatal and is spreading.
Tragically, this fatal disease appears
capable of being transmitted to hetero-
sexuals who are unfortunate enough to
receive blood transfusions from infected
homosexual donors. The December 2,
1983, MMWR stated that in 1982, 6
hemophiliacs contracted AIDS through
no other discernable way than blood
transfusion. By November 30, 1983,
that number had grown to zl-a 250
percent increase! The fear of sexually
transmitted death has had a soberins
eflect on the homosexual communitv:
This paralysis of fear is a fasi-
growing fact of life among those who
walk the dead-end street of "homosex-
vality:' In Bad News lor Modem Man,
Franky Schaeffer quotes one young
man as saying, "You're always looking
at a po*€ntial partner and thinking, 'Is
this the one who will kill me?' "
Fear among homosexuals goes be-
yond the threat of disease. Physical
violence, depression, despair, and per-
sonality disintegration are all the heri-
tage of those who choose a lifestyle that
opposes the laws of God. The 1984
Presidential Biblical Scoreboard re-
ported that a 1980 New York Times
study showed that the murder rate
among homosexuals is 15 times higher
TT
-flomosexualitv has a
greater stigma attached
to it than greed and the
love of monev. This
ought not to be so.
than among heterosexuals. Self destruc-
tion seems to be the only alternative
open to many homosexuals. Bell and
Weinburg's Homosexualities, a highly
respected study, revealed that 20 per-
cent of the admitted homosexuals ur.
veyed had attempted suicide as opposed
to 4 percent of the normal, heterosexual
community. Again, San Franciscq a
center of homosexual activism, has one
of the highest suicide rates in our
nation.
These terrible facts should concem
the Christian conscience. The homosex-
ual needs to be rescued from his awful
dilemma and Jesus Christ is the
answer. His words and ultimately His
work on the cross, offer hope to those
desperately needy people who live
among us in fear and self-loathing.
Does God Give Up?
The homosexual must be ministered
to by caring Christians who can offer
a message of hope. Yet some may reply,
"How can we minister to homosexuals
when God has given up on them'?" This
misunderstanding of Paul's comment
in Romans l:26 and 28 must be cor-
rected. The English idiom "to give up"
implies the abandonment of all hope.
To "give up" is to surrender to superior
odds. This is contrary to the grace of
God. The Greek word of Romans l:26
actually means "to deliverl' It is used
of church discipline in I Corinthians
5:5 and I Timothy 1:20. In each case it
had a purpose of correcting, restoring,
and redeeming. God has given the
homosexual over to the conseouences
of his sin, but with our great God there
is always hope for any sinner.
A moral message of hope for those
with courage to repent must be placed
before every homosexual. It must be
shared by Christians who are not afraid
to show all men that the love of God has
moral boundaries. Nevertheless, we
must be quick to say that there are no
barriers strong enough to keep needy
people from a God who can forgive.
Sharing the gospel with homosex-
uals is Dart of the Christian's Great
Commisiion as Christ's disciples. Such
a mission will be demanding. It will rc-
quire wisdom, discretion, and restraint.
In short, Christians who work among
homosexuals will have to strike a deli-
cate balance between mercy and judg-
ment when they share the love of God.
People Can Change
Our world is in lockstep with the
determinists when it comes to any dis-
cussion about the homosexual. Unfor-
tunately tm many Christians have joined
the parade. Repeatedly we hear the
idea that "you are what you are and
there is no helping itl' "Sexual orienta-
tion' is spoken of as if there were any
number of predetermined tracks a per-
son might be on in life, and any change
in direction or attempt to alter course
would result in a major derailment.
The first thins a Christian must be
committed to when talking with homo-
sexuals is that the gospel is the power
of God that effects sah,ation. It unleashes
God's oower in the lives of men. This
power is able to redeem any situation
and reverse any errant direction. This
gospel has one clear message of hope
and helo for the homosexual: "You can
change. You can be changed. You are
not destined to pursue a life of hopeless
oe rversion."
- 
About eight years ago a young man
came into our church family with an
unusual story. For more than 12 years
he had been "married" to another man
and living in a large metropolitan area
in the Southeast. One day an unknown
penon handed him a tract. Its message
seemed obscure to him and he threw
it away. But it began a thought process
that inevitably led to an admission that
he was dreadfully unhappy pursuing
the lifestyle he had chosen.
He was full of fear. In his words, he
knew of no "old homosexuals," except
those with enough money to buy com-
panionship. Relationships among his
homosexual friends rarely stood the
test of time. He was afraid and he was
growing older. Then he tumed to Jesus
Christ and found peace with God and
with himself. He turned his back on the
homosexual communiry and with grcat
struggles that continue even to the
present, he submitted his sexuality to
the loving guidance of God.
The Christian must reject sexual
determinism and spread hope to those
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who desoair of their sins. But there is
more we must do in order to minister
to homosexuals. We must overcome
our fear of the homosexual. We must
also helo him overcome his fear o[ us.
Our ministry to homosexuals must
balance love and discipline.
A Btbllcal Perspectlve
A Christian must take a stand against
homosexuality. But he must make it
verv clear that this is not a personal
maiter In this light he is definitely not
against the homosexual, rather he is
reachins out to him.
Theri is no room for prudish bigorry
among Christians with regard to the
homosexual. Nor is their any room for
coarse jests at his expense. We are too
often guilty of this. But it may be whis-
tling in the graveyard. Bigotry and
mockery may mask inner fears.
While fearing the damage of homo-
sexuality and hating the impact it has
on individuals and society, the Chris-
tian must never succumb to expressions
of simpleminded and unreasoned preju-
dice. We would do well to reflect on the
approach of Scripture to the problem
of homosexuality.
Know ye not that the un-
righteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fomicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effemiaate,
nor abusers of themselves with
mankind. nor thieves. nor cove-
tous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were
some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our fu( l  Cor .6:9-11) .
First, Paul is straightforward. He
calls it exactly what it is. Paul minces
no words; homosexuality is wrong.
Secondly, Paul puts the entire mat-
ter into a proper perspective. Before
God the sin of homosexuality takes its
place beside the more socially accept-
able offenses of "greed," "theft," and
"drunkenness." To God the "macho"
heterosexual who betrays his wife, the
"high rolling" businessman who will
do anyhing for profit, and the jet-setter
who lives to party are no better than
the man or woman who has fallen into
homosexuality.
Sadlv. manv Christians find fellow-
ship witir known adulterers and dishon-
est people more desirable than contact
with a homosexual who may be crying
out for help. In most churches today
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Third, note that Christian fellowship
is a place for homosexuals who turn to
Christ and reject their former sexual
choices. "Suchj' Paul says emphatically,
"were some of youl' Part of the gospel
invitation from Christians to those
caught in the web of pewenion should
be "that there is a place for youl' Any
homosexual who reDents and turns to
Christ, who rejects a sexual lifestyle
that runs contrarv to God's Word. has
a place with all of us, a place of equality
and love. Christian fellowshio is a nlace
for sinners who repent without diitinc-
tion, shame, and rejection.
Finallv. obsewe the utter confidence
Paul hasln the Word of Christ, under
whose authority and by whose name
people can find holiness, purity, and
complete forgiveness before a God
whose own holy nature condemns in
categorical)y. Paul is absolutely certain
that the Holy Spirit can transform any
human being caught in this web o[ sin.
Any ministry to homosexuals that
does not ultimately lead to a panicipa-
tion by the former homosexual in full
church life is incomplete and unbiblical.
Strategically, a ministry to homosexuals
may begin in "parachurch" outreaches.
They may involve special support groups
and counseling services designed spe-
cifically for the problem of homosexu-
ality, but they must ultimately end in
placing the homosexual who repents in
full and effective fellowship with a
Iocal church.
If a ministry to former homosexuals
allows them to avoid the church, or sit
Iightly and often anonymously within
its ranks, it is failing to deal with a
major issue of discipleship-panicipa-
tion in the local church. This is a chal-
lenge not only to the homosexual who
repents but also the local church itself.
Is your fellowship a place that accepts
people regardless of their former life-
style, or is it a place of fear? Homo-
phobia does not belong in the church
of Jesus Christ.
The Power of the Truth
If Christians are going to be success-
ful in their ministries to homosexuals,
they must be committed to the whole
counsel of God Their compassion must
be tempered by their doctrine. The
Holy Spirit is the one who changes the
homosexual, and we must never forget
that He is the Snirit of Truth. We need
to proclaim all of what the Scriptures
teach about homosexuality.
Having clearly said that homosexu-
ality is wrong according to God's Word
(cf. Rom. l:24-27; I Tim. 1:9-11; and
I€v. 18:22), Christians must also teach
that it is personally destructive. No-
where has this been put more aptly
than in Romans 1.
When people pursue homosexual
behavior thev receive "in themselves
that recompence of their error which
was meet" (Rom. l:27). Here compas-
sion mingles with a warning. Homosex-
uality is destructive. It will ruin your
life. The Christian needs to make this
fact known to the homosexual com-
munity carefully and constantly.
We oonose homosexual behavror
because 
-ii 
destroys human life and
Dotential. Homosexualitv defiles the
image of God in us and-"truth about
God" is irretrievably lost in the
wreckage of its perversion. Our God
has spoken and we must not be silent.
Be it errant or aberrant, according
to the Scriptures homosexuality is
more than merely a choice made by in-
dividuals. Christians must teach that
homosexuality is ajudgment of God on
a society. This was the lesson of Sodom.
This is the clear indictment of Romans 1.
In cenain asDects we must view
homosexuality ai a symptom of even
greater problems of godlessness. Justice
must prevent Christians from merely
attackins homosexuals. In the broader
view, allif us share the responsibility
for the rise in homosexual behavior. If
the homosexual sees the American
church humbled and repentant, per-
haps he or she will then find it easier
to follow such an example. If we are to
minister to homosexuals there is ncr
room for self-righteousness.
I Mlchael Braun is pastor of Com-
munity Elangelical Free Church, Garres-
ville, Florida, and co-author of ?he
Chistian in an Age ol Sexual Eclipse.
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Helping Ctrlaren Grow llp
STRAIGHT
by George A. Rekers
J J f am coming to talkwith you- - | for my parents'sake only,"
I Tammy confessed as she
introduced herseif to me in her first
visit to my office. Tammy was 17 and
her oarents had insisted that she see
me fbr counseling.
She was willing to talk honestly
about herself, but she was not certain
she wanted to give up her homosexual
relationship with Laura, a college soph-
omore. Both Tammy and Laura were
Christians, and they both believed the
Bible's teaching against homosexual
Dractices. But thev had been involved
in a homosexual relationship for seven
months, and neither of them was eager
to.give it up, even though they felt
gurrry.
Tammy was experiencing several
conflicts because of her homosexual in-
volvement. At home, the tension crcated
when her brother and parents had
learned about her affair with Laura
was not diminishing. Sometimes the
conflict was direct. For example, her
dad would often rellher, "Sexual sin is
just like smoking-all you have to do
is decide to quit, and then quit, cold
turkeyl' Tammy would complain that
he did not understand how difficult
quitting would be for her Other times
the conflict at home was indirect, such
as when her brother would look at her
with exasperation and shake his head
in disbelief. Tammy did not know how
to handle the barrier between herself
and Andy.
Tammv's Darents turned to their
oastor foi advice and he had referred
ihem to me. Their questions for me
were direct and to the point: "Where
did we go wrong? What could we have
done to prerent this? ls there any hope?"
Where Dtd We Go Wrong?
The agonizing question on the
hearts of so many parents of homosex-
uallv involved children is. "Where did
we go wrong?" The answer is not the
same for all parents. In some cases, the
home environment of earlier childhood
can contribute to the development of
homosexual temptations in children. A
sexual identity problem can also be a
factor that leads to homosexual or
other abnormal sexual temptations
Iater in childhood or adolescence. Adult
male homosexuals (both the masculine
and feminine tlpes) usually report femr-
nine preferences during much of their
childhood.
A mother once brought her 4-year-
old son to see me. This little boy pre-
tended that he was the mother virtually
every time he played house. If such a
boy rejects his rightful male role, he
may also reject the father role, includ-
ing the idea that he will grow up and
perhaps marry a woman.
My clinical observation has been
that parents rarely intend to create a
homosexual tendency in their own chil-
dren. but some have inadvertentlv con-
tributed to a sexual identity probtem.
I wrote Shaping Your Child's Setcual
Identity tor parents, in the hopes of
preventing sexual identity confusion in
children.
In many cases, the parents have not
contributed-either directly or inad-
vertently-to the circumstances that
lead their children to exoerience homo-
sexual temptation. 0nfortunately,
parents cannot always control every in-
fluence on their children. Other facton
that mav contribute to the develoDment
of homosexual temptation include pr<r
homosexual values promoted by televi-
sion or reading material; "values clari-
fication" in schools (or even in some
churches) teaching sexual relativism;
propaganda by gay liberationists; and
homosexual pornography in books,
magazines, or movies. Responsible
parents will do everything they can to
shield their children from the hom<r
sexual world, but if their children are
exposed to such influences, parents
will heln them to criticallv evaluate
that lifestyle from a biblical worldview.
Homosexual temptations have many
different origins. Some children, like
Tammy, are introduced to homosexual
behavior by an older individual. For
others. sexual curiositv leads to sexual
exDerimentation with i member of the
same sex. Some children accidentally
or otherwise observe homosexual be-
havior in other children or adults. Still
other children may see homosexual
pornographic magazines or movies.
These experiences are stored in the
memory, and when recalled they may
lead to homosexual temptations. In
other cases, pressure from strong peer
groups influence young people to en-
gage in homosexual activities.
What Could We Have Done
to Prevent Thls?
Parents need to be alert to these
sources of temptation and protect their
children from as much homosexual in-
fluence as possible. They also need to
provide biblically sound sex education,
either themselves or by arranging for
a responsible Christian teacher, doctor,
or Dastor to Dresent the biblical view
of sexuality to their children. Preteens
can be forewarned of nossible influ-
ences and taught how to handle temp-
tations as Christians. While protecting
children from evil and teachins them
how to handle outside influenc6s, par-
ents need to pray diligently for their
children's safety.
Tammy unfortunately labeled her-
self homosexual after an experience
with an older person who initiated
N4orch 1985 25
L
homosexual actiyity. She mistakenly
believed that she really was homosex-
ual and was doomed to grow up that
way. She thought Laura had imposed
homosexual behavior on her because
she recosnized her as homosexual.
Tammv d--id not see the problem as
taura i. Research shows thit thousands
of children who have had homosexual
experiences imposed upon them grow
up to be normal hetercsexuals anlvay.
The difference seems to lie in the chil-
dren's view of themselves. If children
label themselves as "gay," the prophecy
may be self-fulfilling.
If children or teens ever take on a
label like "queer" or "homosexual,"
parents should immediately clarify
that the words lrornosexual and queer
do not apply to children or teenagers.
They are words for some adults. There
is no such thing as a "homosexual child'
The child needs to understand that
others are sometimes unkind and erve
each other untrue labels, but theri is
no reason to agree with the label.
Unfortunately, Tammy's parents
had never discussed the Bible's stan-
dards for sexuality with her, and they
had not attempted to find a qualified
Christian counselor, teacher, or pastor
to give her the sex education they them-
selves were too embarassed to give.
What Can We Do Now?
Tammy had made a deep commit-
ment to her Christian faith several
years earlier. From reading the Bible
she realized that her sexual involve-
ment with Laura was inconsistent with
her Christian commitment. She re-
flected, "Usually, I try to put my beliefs
about sex completely out of my mind,
but I can't avoid thinking about how my
beliefs and my life are going in opposite
directions. I feel stuck. I can't give up
my Christian beliefs, but I can't give up
Laura, eitherl' Tammy's guilt over her
sexual experiences had led to a grow-
ing disinterest in attending the youth
group and worship services at church
over the past year.
Tammy was distressed over having
to be continuously on guard, so people
would not find out about her homosex-
uality. When she and Laura were in a
group together, Tammy felt stilted and
unnatural; she felt that she could not
be her "real self." She and Laura had
to sneak around and lie to people in
order to arranse times to be alone.
Tammy was beginning to feel more and
more uncom[ortable about deceivins
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her friends and family, and she ques-
tioned herself for living a double life.
Tammy was also experiencing an
identity conflict. "l've always thought
of myself as eventually getting married
and having children. I really want to be
a mother someday." But she realized
that if she continued her relationship
Th" knorledge that
each person has
a choice provides great
hope for the person
troubled by abnormal
sexual conduct. But
choice also brings with
it the forceful
of individual
reality
sexual
responsibility,
with Laura, she would continue to
avoid dating boys. Laura was jealous of
any boy's attention to Tammy. Tammy
tried to avoid friendships with teenage
boys so she would not offend Laura.
She did not dislike boys, but she won-
dered if she could ever feel the sarne
intense love for a man that she felt for
Laura.
In our counseling sessions, Tammy
asked a lot of ouestions about homcr-
sexuality, aboutlhe possibility of being
happily married someday, and about
how other people had learned to cope
with the kinds of Droblems he was ex-
periencing. She eipressed deeper and
deeper anguish over her predicament.
She could not stand the idea of giving
up her relationship with l-aura, but she
could not bear the thought of continuing
in her family conflict, her identity con-
flict, her social conflict, and her spiri-
tual conflict.
We must face the challenge of help-
ing young people like Tammy. Parents
of teenagers troubled by homosexuality
should not encourage the problem by
letting them decide on their own about
their sexual pursuits. Would responsible
parcnts let teenagers decide whether or
not to abuse a dangerous drug? Of
course not; it is illegal and destructive.
Would responsible parents let teen-
asers decide whether or not to become
piostitutes? Of course not; that too is
illegal and destructive.
Should responsible parents let teen-
agers decide whether or not to be
involved in homosexual activity? Of
coune not. Thmmy was riskiag venereal
disease, inviting social rejection, vio-
lating basic morality, damaging her
present family relationships, and jeop-
ardizing her future family fulfillment.
Her parents made the right decisron
when they insisted that she receive
Christian counseling.
Parents must realize their responsi-
bility to promote future sexual normal-
ity. They must do everlthing possible
to secure the chances of normal sexual
develooment in their children. Parents
should- communicate the truth about
homosexuality, especially moral and
spiritual truths. The foundation for a
return to normal sexual fulfillment is
the Scripture's teaching on God's inten-
tion for sexuality.
Parents should teach children the
truth about sexual choices. Future sex-
ual adjustment is not determined by
fates; teenagers can exert self-control
in shaping their sexual future.
In addition to teaching, responsible
parents will not allow their teenagers
to freouent olaces of homosexual con-
tact. Furthei they should exercise their
political power as citizens to insist on
enforcement of the laws against minors
being in such places. Teenage boys, for
example, are at a premium for their
vouthful sexual attributes. so adult
homosexuals who run gay establish-
ments often look the other way when
teenagers come in.
Is There Any Hope?
What can parents do for children
Iike Tammy who have already become
involved in homosexuality? Is there any
hope? Yes, there is hope, and there is
much parents can dg including selecting
a Christian counselor and confronting
the child who is tempted to homosex-
ual desires or actions.
The Bible teaches that individuals
are morally responsible for their sex-
ual acts (see Exod. 20:14; Ixv.20:10-21;
Deut. 22:22-30; Matt. 19:49; Mark 10:612;
John 8:1- l l ;  I  Cor .5:1-5;  6 :9-20;7:8-16;
Jude 7). Peonle choose to act or nor acr
upon an urge, whether it be to steal, to
murder, to lie, or to perform a homo-
sexual act (GaL 6:7-9; Col. 3:5; 2 Tim.
2:22; James l:13-15; I Peter 2:ll).
This is a point where psychology
and theology can work logether Psycho
losical research can illuminate the
coinplex pattern of factors that may
predispose a person to one sexual pref-
erence over another. But the Bible
makes it clear that the individual is
continuously faced with choosing be-
tween drifting along the easy way by
acting upon an urge, or exhibiting moral
integrity by controlling his behavior in
obedience to God's command (Exod.
20:1-17; Eph. 6:10-18; James 4:7-8). Of
course, parents are not ultimately re-
sponsible for every sinful decision of
their teenagers. But parents are re-
sponsible to teach biblical truths to
wayr,vard youngsters and to pray intently
for their spiritual welfare.
The knowledge that each person
has a choice provides great hope for the
person troubled by abnormal sexual con-
duct. Homosexual behavior need not be
practiced. But choice also brings with
it the forceful reality of individual sex-
ual responsibility. Choice provides hope
for the sexual sinne4 but condemns him
when he breaches God's moral law for
human sexuality (1 Cor. 6:9-ll).
The clear teaching of Scripture, un-
contradicted by psychological research,
is that homosexual actions are sinful
(Gen. 13:13; l9:l-28; Lev. 18:22;20:13;
Deut. 23:f7; It:.dg. 19:22; Isa. 3:9; Jer.
23:14; Matt. 10:15; 11:23-24; Rom. l:2428;
I Cor. 6:9-10; 2 Tim. 1:811; 2 Peter 2:6-10;
Jude 7). But the Bible does not end with
condemnation of sin Insrcad it oromises
a way out of every hornosexuai tempta-
tion: "There hath no temDtation taken
you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are aLle;
but will with the temptation also make
a way to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it" (l Cor. 10:13).
One of the most familiar texts in the
New Testament is 2 Corinthians 5:17:
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creaturc: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
newl' This truth is buttressed by Jesus'
own words: "Behold, I make all things
new" (Rev. 2l:5). To understand this
newness, we have to better understand
the dynamic of becoming a Christian.
When someone confesses or agrees
with God's judgment on sin, repents of
here is no such
thing as a
'homosexual child."
his sin, and calls upon Jesus Christ to
be his Saviour and [ord, Jesus actually
enters that person's life. We often teil
our children that Jesus comes into our
"hearts." In Ephesians 3:17 Paul prays,
"that Christ may dwell in your hearts
by faithJ'
In the Book of James we are told,
"Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands,
ye sinners; and purifu your hearts, ye
double-minded" (James 4:7-8). This
passage really spoke to Tammy. She
keenly felt the dilemma of being
'double-mindedl'
I can still recall the day Tammy
came in for her seventh session. She
had a smile on her face. "Mom said she
really noticed a big change in me-for
the better. My brother, Andy, said I'rn
in a better mood now. So yesterday I
told them why. Iast week I broke up
with Laura I told her dlat I iust coulon't
go on with our relationship because it
was wrong. She cried, and I cried, but
I stuck to it.
"What a relief! It's like a heavy load
of guilt has been taken off my back. I've
gotten over my mtten, depressed mood,
and before I even told anyone what I d
done, so many people commented to
me how much different I am now. I
never thought it would make that kind
of difference.
"[aura and I can still be friends, but
I've decided to move away from home
to go to a Christian college. l,aura
\rmted me to attend the univenity here
in town, but I'll be better off moving
away from her, I'm sure. Oh, it still
hurts to think I won't see her much
anymore, but this is what I have to do."
Tammy was able to chart a course
away from homosexual temptation and
toward a normal. heterosexual life.
She continued in counseling for many
months to help in the transition, and
she became actirely inr.olved in a church
near her college, where she found
moral support and spiritual nunure.
I George A. Rekers is professor of
family and child development at Kansas
State Univeniry Manhattan, Kansas. He
holds a Ph.D. from the Universitv of
California, los Angeles. This anicie is
adapted from the author's book, Grow-
ing up Straight: What Every Family
Should Know About Homosexuality.
Moody Press, O Moody Bible Instituie
of Chicago 1982. (A complete list of
references is available on request.)
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by Angela Elwell Hunt
and the heroes and slogans that came out of that conflict are still familiar. But Francis Scott Key's
glimpse of Old Glory in the "rocket's red glare" during the Battle of Baltimore gave us an anthem that
never fails to stir the hearts of freedom-loving Americans. March 3 is National Anthem Day. a fitting
time to reflect on the evening of September 13, 1814. .
Francis was worried. He was alone, surrounded by the enemy, and on a seemingly hopeless mis-
sion. The sea spray blew into his face as he rode silently in a small escort boat. He tried to compose
his thoughts, his words, and his appearance, but he could not smooth the crease from his forehead
or erase the wariness from his eyes.
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He was on his way to ask a favor
from a confident enemv commander.
But why should the British navy feel
disposed to grant Francis Scott Key any
sort of favor? l,ess than a month before,
they had captured and burned Washing-
to4 forcing even the President from his
house. That stately mansion was now
nothins but charred walls.
Yetihe spirit of this renegade coun-
try was alive and well. Francis had
laughed when he heard how Dolley
Madison, the Presidenfs wife, had rislad
her life to rescue the portrait of George
Washington from the burning house.
That indomitable soirit was character-
istic of Americansi surely they would
survive this latest test of fortitude.
Sfb '*, rwuhd 0
/rW, tatfto{d/ry'
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Now in Baltimore Harbor, as the
cool Seotember winds belied the warm
sun and warned of approaching winter,
Francis reviewed his mission. William
Beanes, who had been taken prisoner
during the occupation of Washington,
was on board the British commander's
ship With only a letter in his hand and
a prayer in his heart, Francis was going
to try to bargain for Beanes's release.
When they at last arrived at General
Ross's ship, Francis followed the sol-
diers into the officer's stateroom. Gen-
eral Ross read the letter Francis handed
to him, and then spoke abruptly.
"We'll have to see about this in the
morning. We are preparing to attack.
Even now Fort McHenry is about to be
taken."
The General transferred Francis to
a small cartel boat behind the fleet to
wait for the morning. The night seemed
long, and the room in which he was
confined was stifling. Francis could
hear the sound of cannons and bombs,
the pop of gunfire, and the roar of war-
ring men. So much depended on the
outcome of this battle-Baltimore was
one of three vital American ports, and
its capture by the British would be a
crippling blow to the young nation.
When he could bear the susoense
no longer, Francis rapped on the door
and a soldier appeared. "Please," Fran-
cis whisnered. "I need some air. Sea-
sick. vou knowl'
The soldier grunted and turned the
key in the lockl'It's your neck, bub, but
if you want to walk on the deck I sup-
pose it's all rightl'
When he reached the deck, Francis
stood still and scanned the horizon. He
could barely discern the outline of the
fort's wall, and only an occasional
bunt from a rocket illuminated the sky.
What was the situation? Was tle Amen-
can army still in control of the fort?
Francis found that the rocket blasts
provided light enough to see the Ameri-
can flag, still flying over the fort. The
vrctory was not yet won.
The night was long. Francis walked
the deck for hours. He thought about
the citizens of Baltimore, his family,
and the families of all Americans. And
he prayed, "Please God, it has been
Your grace that has made our country
strong. Preserve Your handiwork and
help us to stand as free men."
As the sun began to rise behind
Francis, its filtercd beams shone thmugh
the smoke and revealed a dingy but
proud flag flying high above the fort.
The victory would not go to the British!
Francis felt his heart surge in praise
and patriotism.
Francis Scott Key authored "The
Star-Spangled Banner" after this mem-
orable night. For more than a century
it was one of the most popular patriotic
songs, and it officially became our na-
tional anthem in 1931, when President
Herbert Hoover signed a congressional
bill to that effect.
We sing it with pride. But lest we
forget, the fourth verse of Key's song
is worth repeating 171 years later:
O thus be it ever when free men
shall stand
Between their loved homes and
the war's desolation!
Blest with vict'ry and peace, may
the heav'n-rescued land
Praise the Dow'r that hath made
and presirved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our
cause it is just,
And this be our motto: "ln God is
our trust!"
And the Star-spangled Banner in
triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free, and the
home of the brave. I
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will never forget the day our
first child was bom. I recall
that unique experience of
walking into the hospital corridor and
seeing our new son. Birtll What ecstatic
joy!
Acts 2 records the birth of the first
church. Here was the church in its in-
fancy, thriving early with the ecstasy
of new life and living in the awesome
power of God. It had no precedents to
follow, no denominational guidelines to
give direction, and no seminars to at-
tend. This is the church that Jesus said
He would build and of this church, He
said, "The gates of hell shall not prelail
against it" (Matt. 16:18).
What are the characteristics that
made this new church so alive and
dynamic? What principles can we learn
and apply to put the same unction in
our churches today?
A Redeemed Chur,ch
Satan and God cannot operate the
church together. A primary principle of
ecclesiologr (the doctrine of the church)
is that a church must be a redeemed
community. According to Acts 2:4142,
3,000 people believed, 3,000 were bap-
tized, and 3,000 continued steadfastly.
From this text we learn that when
Jesus builds a church He builds ir on
redeemed people.
I remember pastoring a church
where onlv one person on the church
board gavi cleai testimony to faith in
Jesus as Saviour. The others were rather
bothered by the phrase "born again,"
and felt very uncomfortable with that
clear invitation in my preaching.
Other paston hce the same problem.
We get requ€sts for membenhip to be
"transferred" across denominational
lines or people ask tlat they be accepted
because they were "confirmed" years
ago But we have no assurance they
know Christ. If a church is to grow it
must demand a regenerate membership
The day this ceases to be a commit-
ment of the church, the tares will come
in and take over. and that church will
30 FurdomenlollstJournol
be unable to claim the promise of
Matthew 16:18.
Because of a careless attihrde tor,yard
the visible church and the admission
of unregenerate members, J. Gresham
Machen wrote in "Christianity and
Liberalism":
"But what is the trouble with
the visible church? What is the
reason for its obvious weak-
ness?... One cause is perfectly
plain-the Church of todav has
Leen unfaithful to the tord 6y ad-
mitting great companies of non-
Christian persons, not only into
her membership, but into her
teaching agencies.... The greatest
menace to the Christian Church
today comes not ftom the enemies
outside, but from the enemies
withinl'
Purity is extremely difficult to
achieve, but it is nevertheless a biblical
goal. With God's help, we can discern
which applicants for church member-
ship rnay never have really trusted the
Saviour. This becomes a great oppor-
tunity for er,angelism !
A Splrlt-fllled Church
Not only was the church in Acts a
redeemed church, but it was a Spirit-
filled church. In Acts 2:38 we read:
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghostl' In Acts I :5 Jesus prcm-
ised that the Holy Spirit was going to
come: in Acts 1:8 He promised that this
Spirit would bring power; in Acts 2:4
the Spirit came; and the next few chap-
ters reveal just how Spirit<ontrolled
the church really was.
For a church to grow, it must be em-
powered by the Holy Spirit, where self-
will, personal motivation, and sin are
set aside, so the Spirit of God may rule
and reign and Jesus Christ might have
the preeminence (Col. l:18).
A Teachlng Church
Thirdlv. the fint church was a teach-
ing church. Acts 2:42 says, "They con-
tinued steadfastly in the apostles' doc-
trine' (meaning teaching or instruction).
Though the Word of God was yet un-
written, the apostles' doctrine was the
Word of God Paul said in I Corinthians
14:37, "If any man think himself to be a
prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowl-
edge that the things that I write unto
you are the commandments of the lordj'
I've had people say to me, "Doctnne
is junlC' And on the other extreme there
are pastors who believe that the pulpit
is no place for teaching. But that was
not true of the church that Jesus built.
He built one-and that one was a teach-
ing church. Paul kept saying over and
over to Timothy and Titus things like
"speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine" (Iitus 2: 1); "Preach the
word" (2 Tim. 4:2); "Study to shew thy-
self approved unto God" (2 Tim. 2:15);
"Till I comg give attendance to reading,
to exhortation, to doctrine" (1 Tim. 4:13);
and, "If thou put the brethren in re-
membrance of these things, thou shalt
be a good minister of Jesus Christ,
nourished un in the words of faith and
of good docirine" (l Tim. 4:6).
Ray Stedman says in the April 1984
issue of Moody Monthly:
The people of God are not
well-fed, that is, biblically taught.
There is a serious lack of biblical
exposition from pulpits and a
failure of the people to grasp the
counterculture challenses inher-
ent in biblical truth :. . . God's
people need to hear from Him
through exposition of the Bible.
ht us give back God's voice-in
the pulpit and whererrcr His Word
is taught.
The resurgence of the church as a
teaching church demands a pastor com-
mitted to the rigors of exposition with
meaningful application. Consistent
teaching of sound doctrine must start
in the pulpit before it can reach the pew.
A Fellowshlpplng Church
Fellowship is simply sharing our
lives with one another-loving, praying
for, edifuing, rebuking, reproving, ex-
horting, and giving to one another. The
first church that Jesus built was a
fellowshipping church. Acts 2:42 says,
"They continued steadfastly in the
apostles' fellowship and in breaking of
breadl'
Fellowship does not depend upon
the size of the group. Acts 2:44 says,
"And all that believed were togetherl'
There were 3,120 people in the first
church on the first day, and the Bible
says, "they continued steadfastly in . . .
fellowshipJ'
While a pastor must initiate an at-
mosphere of fellowship, the members
must give of themselves to keep the ex-
perience of fellowship going. God's
design is for people to fellowship, not
for them to sit alone on the back pew
and leave immediately after the ser-
vice. There must be commitment to
mutual ministry among the members.
One of the reasons the early church
was so effective with its young be-
lievers was that it provided an environ-
ment conducive to fellowship. Rev. G.
Michael Cocoris notes in his book
Evangelism: A Biblical Approach, that
"the early Christians did notjust learn
the aoostles' doctrine like a student in
a claisroom. They became members of
a family and developed relationships
with each other. Follow-up cannot be
done through books or booklets alone.
There must be personal fellowship with
other believers. Follow-up is not just
dispensing information, it is develop-
ing individuals. That demands fellow-
ship . . . . No book, tape, or even church
can take the place of fellowship."
A Praylng Church
Acts 2:42 says also, "they continued
steadfastly in . . . prayersl' These first
believers were Jews. As Jews they ob-
served regular group prayer meetings
(see Acts 3:l), yet they evidently began
their own appointed seasons of united
prayer together. I believe lrcts 2:42
refers to those prayer meetings. It was
not closed, private prayer but rather
commrhity, public prayer.
We must develop a new burden, a
new commltment to our prayer meet-
ings. In our church, Wednesday evening
sewices used to be given to various
things such as special films, missions
emphasis, teacher-training, and occa-
sionally to prayer. Now our mid-week
service emphasizes worship and praise
to God and praying together. What a
blessing! Our people have been stirred
for a most important emphasis that was
present in the first church.
A Lovlng, Carlng Church
Acts 2:44 says, "And all that believed
were together." Present in this church
is the soirit of I Corinthians l:10 wherc
Paul writes, "That ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectlyjoined together in the same nind and
in the same judgmentl' There was unity
there They were perfectly joined to-
gether in love. One persorls needs were
met by another's surplus. Actually,
vene 45 says they "sold their possessions
and goods, and parted them to all men
as every man had needl' (In the original
there are a group of imperfect tenses
which convey the idea they were con-
tinuously selling things as people were
continuing to have need. In the early
church, poverty abounded as Chris-
tians were persecuted for their faith,
relieved of jobs, and faced with eco-
nomic hardship. There was a sharing
and a love obvious to the world, and a
oneness as they had "all things com-
mon" (v44), were in 'bne accord" and
had a "singleness of heart" (v46).
A Growlng Church
'And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved" (v.47).
In addition to the original 120 in the
Upper Room, 3,000 were added at
Pentecost (Acts 2), then 5,000 more
(Acts 4), and nearly 20,000 by Acts 6.
Many writers affirm that if the
spiritual life is right, evangelism will
result. The New Testament has a re-
markable absence of the command to
witness, as though the early church
never thought about not witnessing.
While there is no ouestion that the
spiritual life will affett evangelism, I
think it is foolish to assume that if we
are spiritual, we will automatically,
without much effort, be evangelistic.
The Bible truth is that the spiritual life
is a life of faith that demands both obe-
dience and effort. While soiritual life
and vitality affect evangelilm, they do
not automatically produce ir Discipline
diligence, and commitment are still
needed.
Twentieth-century churches ought
to learn from the first church. Peoole
want to belong to the family of God' in
a community of redeemed people. They
want a SDirit-filled church where Jesus
Christ might have the preeminence in
all things. They are looking for a teach-
ing ministry where the Bible is ex-
pounded faithfullv and related to ther
world. They want fellowship where
there is vital interaction with other
believers in Christ. They need a pray-
ing church, a loving and caring church,
and finally a growing church where
evangelism is taking place because of
growth and discipline.
"And fear [awe] came upon every
soul" (Acts 2:43). This first church
shocked the world and put awe into the
community. If we want to fulfill the
model of the early church, we need to
check out the blueprint and manifest
the right characteristics.
We do not need to wait for the Holy
Spirit to come. He came on the day of
Pentecost. He has never left the church.
We need to surrender afresh to His
sovereignty and seek the liberating
power of the Holy Spirit in our churches.
If we follow this blueprint, we can build
a church that will indeed bring awe to
the community.
I Ralph W. Marks, Jr., is pastor of
Congregational Bible Church in Mari-
etta. Pennsvlvania. He holds an M.Div
from Asbuia Seminary Wilmore, Ken-
tucky, and an M.Th. from Princeton
Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey.
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first-centurv observer would
probably hive given the early
Christian Church little chance
of survir.al, much less of converting the
Roman world.
Although Jesus enjoyed initial popu-
larity, the crowds turned against Him,
and He was crucified by the Roman
althorities after a ministry of only
rnree years.
His closest followers, the 12 disciples
(students), were not wealthy or learned
men. Only Matthew had the equivalent
of a college degree.
Jesus' followers numbered only in
the hundreds, and the approximate
population of the Roman Empire was
120,000,000. Civil and religious author-
ities in Palestine were opposed to the
church and began to impose legal sanc-
tions-executions, imprisonment, and
Deallngs.
Yet the Book of Acts portrays the ex-
ponential growth of the early church,
which in three centuries would
sought to improve the quantity and
quality of his life Scientific and medical
adlances have extended the averase life
span, but no one has ever been a6le to
escape death. So if someone had the
answer to this problem, he would have
no trouble finding an eager audience.
Much of our effort (,r,vork, education,
marriage, the accumulation of wealth,
etc.) is directed toward improving the
quality of our lives. Yet those who seem
to have the most, often find that their
lives lack meaning and purpose.
The apostles believed tbat the gospel
(literally "good news") answered both
the temporal and eternal questions of
mankind. Jesus said, "I am come that
they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly" (John
10:10). He also said, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth rn
him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life" (John 3:16).
The disciples were in disarray fol-
lowing the crucifixion of their master,
since Jesus had conquered death, He
could solve man's basic problems (death
and the meaning of lifi).
hwer of the Holy Splrtt-The early
Christians believed they were empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit (the third per-
son of the Trinity or the Godhead). In
Acts 1:8 the last words of Jesus to His
disciples are recorded: "But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be wit-
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem. and
in all Judaea, and in Samaria. and unto
the uttermost Dart of the earthl'
Acts recordJ physical miracles such
as people being healed of blindness
and deafness, and remarkable transfor-
mations of immoral people such as the
Philippian jailer. The apostles attributed
their power to God the Holy Spirit.
Untversal Appeal of Thelr Message-
At first the church consisted of Pales-
tinian Jews only. At the feast of Pente-
cost in Jerusalem, 3,000 Greek-speaking
Jewish pilgrims from Mesopotamra,
Asia Minor, Egypt, and Rome were con-
verted. In one day the church had be-
come international.
Later, converts were made in the
rest of Palestine and amons the once-
despaired Samaritans, wh6 were ra-
cially and historically related to Jews.
but after the Resurrection
they were totally changed.
The apostles said that they
had seen Him repeatedly over
a 40-day period. Thus they
knew that
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Then Gentiles throughout the Empire
were added. All social classes were
welcomed.
Although people of the first century
had many prejudices, the Christian
church was open to all men ald womer\
Jew, Roman, Greek and barbarian,
glave, poor, and free.
In a world where women lacked
freedom and honor, they were given
respect and opportunities of service, as
were Priscilla, Eunice, Lydia, lois, and
others. The apostle Peter told men that
if they abused their wives God would
not answer their prayers (1 Peter 3:7).
The apostle Paul commanded, "Hus-
bands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself
for it . . . . So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies" (i.e. as much
as they love themselves, Eph. 5:25,28).
Hlgh Standards Expected of l€ad-
ers-Paul gives these qualifications for
bishoos: 'A bishon then must be blame-
less, the husband of one wife, vigilant,
sober, of good behaviour, given to
hospitality, apt to teach; not given to
wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy
lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not
covetous; one who rules well his own
house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity; (For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how shall
he take care of the church of God?.1"(1 Tim. 3:2-5).
Physical and Moral Courage-As
one reads Acts, he is impressed with
the courage of the early leaders. Eleven
of the 12 apostles were executed for
their faith. The aoostle John died in
exile. They *e.e bften arrested and
beaten. Paul says this of his hardships:
Of the Jews five times received
I forty stripes save one. Thrice
was I beaten with rods, once was
I stoned. thrice I suffered shio-
wreck, a night and a day I have
been in the deep; In journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils
in the sea, in perils among false
brethren: In weariness and pain-
fulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness(2 Cor. ll:24-27\.
Ignatius (A.D 67-ll0)was a pupil of
John and the bishop of Antioch. When
he was sent to Romi to be executed he
wmte this to the Roman Christians.
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telling them not to seek his pardon:
May the wild beasts be eager to
rush uoon me. If thev be unwill-
lng I wrll compel them. uome,
crowds of wild beasts; comq tear-
ings and manglings, wracking of
bones and hacking of limbs; come
cruel tortures of the devil; only
let me attain unto Christ.
A Plan of Actlon-Acts 1:8 gives a
plan for geographic and ethnic expan-
sion. Second Timothy 2:2 remindi the
early church that leadership must be
constantly developed and that any in-
stitution is only one generation away
from destruction: 'And the thinss that
thou hast heard among many witiesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach othen also."
The Quallty of the Moral Llves of
Early Chrlsttans-The condition and
manners of the Christians in this aee
ar€ most beautifully described by tFe
unknown author of the "Epistola ad
Diognetum" in the early pirt of the
secono century.
The Christians are not dis-
tinguished from other men by
country by languagE nor by civil
institutions. For they neither
dwell in cities by themselves, nor
use a peculiar tongug nor lead a
singular mode of life. They dwell
in the Grecian or barbarian cities,
as the case may be; they follow
the usage of the coultry in dress,
food, and the other affairs of life.
Yet thev Dresent a wonderful and
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ffffi *.ifi*ion, public torture, complete ostracism, being eaten alive by wild
lfi|ffi animals, or burned as a torch to light the night skies were only a few
BEU of the horrors the early Christians faced. Christ told His followers that
thi:y would suffer for their faith just as He would. When did persecution start? And
why? A look at the leaders of Rome who ruled the world gives sorne insight into the
atrocities confrontiug first century believers.
,lu4zslur ruled from /|4 B.C. to A.D. 14. He succeeded his great-uncle Julius Caesar
to the throne and was second only to hirn in the ability to command the powerful
Roman Empire, His tax forced Joseph and Mary to go to Bethlehem where Jesus
was bom. Augustus was not fond ofJews, but provided for the daily sacrifices made
in the temple at Jerusalem. Herod the Great was among his staunchest supporters.
I\bedus (14-37), stepson and son-in-law of Augustus, took over the empire at his
father's death. A successful warrior and manager of the empire, his moody nature
led him to spend much of his rule in the island of Capri. He is linked with conspiracy
and murder in efforts to grab more power.
During his reign Valerius Gratus and Pontius Pilate govemed Judea, Christ was
crucified, and Cbristians wer€ marqred. At one point Tiberius had all the Jews banished
from Rome but then revened his decision llp pagans were confused as to the difference
between Chdstians and Jews. Although Tiberius probably never heard the gospel, he
sent for Pilate to explain the reports of unjustifiable cruelty to Christians. However,
Tiberius died before Pilate reached him.
Callguh or Gaius (37-41) was probably history's most reprobate character.
Although a nephew and favorite protege of Tiberius, he is believed to have hastened
that ruler's death. During his first few months in office, he seemed to be a just ruler,
but following a serious illness he became cruel, finding great delight in torture and
bloodshed. The Jews suffered grievously at his hand. This perverted and insane ruler
named a horse as consul,
Claudlus Al-54\ restored some calm to the throne but his personal life was in
shambles. His first wife, Messalina, was executed for infidelity. Then he married Agrip
pina who would later be instrumental in his dernise.
Herod Agrippa gained Claudius's favor by lobbying for the nephew of Tiberius
to succeed Caligula. For his efforts Herod was made king of the Holy land. To gain
favor with the Jews, Herod slew one apostle, then seized another (Acts 12). Initially
Claudius favored Jews but later he had them banished from Rome. Aquila and Priscilla
were amone that number,
fso (54-{S), with his nother, Agrippina, plotted his way to take over the throne.
After his marriage to Octavia, the daughter of Claudius, his stepfather, Nero was
named heir to the throne instead of Claudius's son Britanicus. In 59 Nero had his
mother killed for objecting to his plaDs to divorce his wife and marry a consort. In
62 he divorced and murdered Octavia to marry his consort, Poppaea Sibina. With
her encouragement, he began indulging in the basest acts of immorality-
homosexuality included. He killed Poppaea Sibina three years after their marriage.
Poppaea Sibina was a Jewish proselyte, and as long as she maintained Nero's favor,
he treated the Jews well, but not the Christians. In 61 while in prison in Rome, Paul
wrote to the church of Philippi describing believers in the household of Caesar. Chris-
tianity had been somewhat checked by Tiberius, but it was now spreading rapidly
through Rome. Nero was the Caesar to whom Paul appealed and at whose tribunal
Paul was tried after his arrest. ln 64 a nine-day fire swept Rome. Additionally, Nero
had depleted the public coffers and the economy was in havoc. Nero needed a
scapegoat to assuage public frustration-the Christians would serve his purpose.
For the next 200 years those who named tlte name of Christ were subject to los-
ing property and life. And although persecution in varying degre€s still exists, we
can only imagine how the early believers suffered for their faith in Christ
I Deborah Huff
confessedly paradoxical conduct.
They dwell in their own native
lands, but as strangers. They take
part in all things, as citizens; and
they suffer all things, as foreigners
Every foreign country is a father-
land to them. and everv native
land is a foreign. They mirry like
all others, they have children; but
they do not cast away their off-
spring. They have the table in
common. but not wives. Thev are
t'@r, 
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in the flesh, but do not live after
the flesh. They live upon the earth,
but are citizens of heaven. They
obey the existing laws, and excel
the laws by their lives. They love
all, and are persecuted by all.
They are unknown, and yet they
are condemned. They are killed
and are made alive.They are poor
and make many rich. They lack all
things, and in all things abound.
They are reproached, and glory in
their reoroaches. Thev are calum-
niated ind are justifiid. They are
cursed, and they bless. They re-
ceive scorn, and thei give honor.
They do good, and are punished
as evil-doers. When punished,
they rejoicg as being made alive.
By the Jews they are attacked as
aliens, and by the Greeks per-
secuted; and the cause of the en-
mity their enemies cannot tell.
The soul is enclosed in the body,
but holds the body together; so
the Christians are detained in the
world as in a prison; but they
contain the world. Immortal, the
Fundomentolist Journol
soul dwells in the mortal bodv;
so the Christians dwell in the cor-
ruptible, but look for incorrup-
tion in heaven. This lot God has
assigned to the Christians in the
world; and it cannot be taken
from them.
Isaac Taylor, in his Ancient Chris-
tianity, which is expressly written
against a superstitious overvaluation of
the patristic age, nevertheless admits
(vol. l, p.J /r:
Our brethren of the early
church challenge our respect, as
well as affectio4 for thein was the
fervor of a steady faith in things
rmseen and etemal; theirs, often, a
meek Datience under the most
grievous wrongs; theirs the cour-
age to maintain a good profession
before the frowning face of philo
sophy, of secular tyrarmy, and of
splendid superstition; theirs was
abstractedness from the world
and a painful self-denial: theirs
the mbst arduous and costly
labors of love; theirs a munifi-
cence in charity, altogether with-
out example; theirs was a reverent
and scruoulous care of the sacred
writings; and this one merit, if
they had no othel is of a superla-
tive degree, and should entitle
them to the veneration and grate-
ful resards of the modem church.
How l-ittle do many readers of the
Bible, nowadays, think of what it
cost the Christians of the second
and third centuries, merely to res-
cue and hide the sacred treasures
from the rage of the heathen!
The Christian message gave hope to
ordinary people of all races and back-
grounds. Ordinary men and women lived
extraordinary lives. Pliny, who was sent
by the Emperor Trajan to Asia Minor
where Christians had become so nu-
merous that the heathen temples were
almost forsaken, wrcte to the Emperor:
They affirmed that the sum of
their crime or their error, which-
ever it was. was this: thev used ro
meet on a stated day before light,
and to sing among them-
selves, in turn, a hymn to Christ,
as to a god, and to bind them-
selves by an oath, not to any
wickedness, but that they would
never commit theft, or robbery
nor adultery; that they would
never break their word; that they
would never deny a trust when
called to give it up; and after
these performances, their way
was to separate, and then meet
again to panake of ordinary foo<-
Thus the early church grew from
120 in the Upper Room (Acts l:15) to
3,120, when 3,000 foreign Jews on a
pilgrimage were converted (Acts 2:41)
to 5,000 men, not counting women and
children (Acts 4:4) to the point where
"the number of disciples multiplied in
Jerusalem greatly" (Acts 6:7).
When Acts begins, the setting is
Jerusalem. Thirty years lateq when the
book closes, Paul is 2,000 miles away
in Rome, and hundreds of churches are
found in between. Tertullian (A.D. 160-
220) wrotE "We are of yesterday. Yet we
have filled your Empire, your Cities,
your Towns, your Islands, your Tribes,
pur Camps, Castles, Palaces, Assemblies
and Senate' By the end of the Imperial
Persecution (A.D. 313) Christians num-
bered about one-half of the population
of the Roman Empire.
I John Vlrkler is a chaolain in the U.S.
Army Reserve. He holdian M.Div. from
Southwestern Theological Seminary
Fort Worth, Texas, and is a candidate
for a Ph.D. from the University of
Virginia, Charlottesville.
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INTERVIEW
Advice from the Apostle Paul
compiled by Paul R Fink
What ls the most lmportant thlng
I can do ln startlng a new church?
First of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks
should be made for all men; including
kings, and all that are in authority; that
you may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and honesty. This is
good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Saviour; who will have all men to
be saved, and to come to the knowledge
of the truth (1 Tim. 2:1-4).
What ktnd of characterlstlcs
should I cultlvate ln the men of mv
church?
Men that pray every where, lifting
up holy hands, without wrath and
doubting (l Tim. 2:8).
I understand that yorl use the word
"blshop" (overseer) to emphaslze the
responslbllltles of the pastor of the
local church. What are the mlnlmal
quallflcatlons one must meet to be a
prstor?
If a man desire the office of a
bishop, he desireth a good work. A
bishop then must be blameless, the
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of
good behaviour, given to hospitality,
apt to teach; not given to wine, no
striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but
patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
one that ruleth well in his own house,
having his children in subjection with
all gravity; (For if a man know not how
to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of the church of God?) Not
a novice, lest being lifted up with pride
he fall into condemnation of the devil.
Moreover he must have a good report
of them which are without; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil
(l Tim. 3:1-7).
What about deacons? What are the
mlnlmal quallflcatlons one must meet
to be a deacon?
Deacons must be grave, not double-
tongued, not given to much wine, not
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the
mystery of the faith in a pure con-
science. And let these also first be
proved; then let them use the office of
a deacon, being found blameless. Even
so must their wives be grave, not slan-
derers, sober, faithful in all things. tet
the deacons be the husbands of one
wife, ruling their children and their
own houses well. They that have used
the office of a deacon well purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great
boldaess in the faith which is in Christ
Jesus (l Tim. 3:8-131.
I wlll probably be younger than
many people ln my church. How shall
I seek to be percelved by them?
Let no man despise thy youth; but
be an example of the believers, rn
word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity (1 Tim. 4:12).
How may I make sure that I am an
example of all of those thlngs to the
people of my congregatlon?
Neglect not the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecy, with
the laying on of the hands of the
presbltery. Meditate upon these things;
give thyself wholly to them; that thy
profiting may appear to all. Take heed
to thyself, and unto the doctrine and
continue in them (l Tim. 4:1416).
How should I deal wtth dl*lollne
probleme? Should I treat everyon-e the
samH)r are there speclal consldera-
ttons I should gtve ln sore sltuadons?
Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him
as a father; and the younger men as
brethren; the elder women as mothers;
the younger as sisters, with all purity
(l Tim. 5:l-2).
Suppose a young man, two months
shy ol graduating frcm nminary and lull
of all the apprehension that comes with
enteing the pastorate, had the oppor-
tunity to seek advice from the apostle
Paul. What would the student ask? How
would Paul reply? (References haw been
slightly edited lor readability.)
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How should I react when someone
brlngs an accusatlon agalnst a fellow
pastor?
Against an elder receive not accusa-
tion, but before two or three witnesses
(l Tim. 5:19).
What klnd of characterlsdcs should
I culdvate ln the women of my church?
Women that adom themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefacedness
and sobriety; not with broided hair, or
gold, or pearls, or costly array; but
(which becometh women professing god-
liness) with good works (l Tim. 2:9-10).
Should wornen be put lnto places of
leadershtp ln the local church?
Suffer not a woman to teach. nor to
usurp authority over the man (1 Tim.
2:121.
Why do you hold that vtew?
Adam was first formed, then Eve.
And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived was in the trans-
gression (l Tim. 2: 13-14).
How wlll women who deslre to
have any lnfluence In the local church
be tulfllled?
The younger women shou.ld marry,
bear children, guide the house, give no
occasion to the adversary to speak re-
proachfully (l Tim. 5:14). The aged
women . . . may teach the young women
to be sober, to love their husbands, to
love their children, to be discreet,
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient
to their own husbands, that the Word of
God be not blasphemed (Iitus 2:3-5).
What about fie old€r godly wtdows
who may be ln my churdr? Is tbere any
way I can use them to enhance our
ndnlstry?
But if any widow (be over 60 and
desolate) let (her) be taken into the
nurnber (of those supported by the
church). She should be godly, and
should have been the wife of one man,
well reported of for good works. She
should have brought up children (and)
lodged strangers. She should have
washed the saints' feet, relieved the af-
flicted, (and) diligently followed every
good work (l Tim. 5:9-10).
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Is tt really rlght for the pastor to
be pald a salary?
Let the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honour,
especially they who labour i.n the word
and doctrine. For the scripture saith,
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the corn. And, The laborer
is worthy of his reward (l Tim. 5:17-18).
I probably won't hav€ the hlghest
salary ln the world. Should that be a
concern to me?
But godliness with contentment is
great gain. For we brought nothing
into this world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out. And having food and
raiment let us be therewith content,
But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many
fmlish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and Derdition. For
the love of money is the ioot of all evil:
which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sor-
rows (l Tim. 6:6-10).
Where should I devote my energles
ln my nlnlstry?
Thou therefore, my son, be strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And
the things that thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same com-
mit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also. Thou there-
fore endure hardness, as a gd soldier
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth
entangleth himself with the affairs of
this life; that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier (2 Tim.
2:14\.
What advlce would you glve me ln
conductlng my llfe ln general?
Flee also youthful lusts: but follow
righteousness, faith, charity, peace,
with them that call on the Lord out of a
pure heart. But foolish and unlearned
questions avoid, knowing that they do
gender strifes (2 Tim. 2:22-23).
Study to shew thyself approved un-
to God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth. But shun Drofane and vain bab-
blings: for they wiil increase unto more
ungodliness (2 Tim. 2:15.16).
As you know, slr, there ls qulte a
blt of cfifrct between Chrlsdan t€ad€rs
ln the cornrnunlty. What advlce do you
have about separadon and untty?
tet nothing be done thmugh strife or
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem other better than them-
selves. lnok not every man on his own
things, but every man a.lso on the things
of others (Phil. 2:34).
Should I have any lnvolvement wlth
rmbellevers, Llberals, or the socalled
"ecumentcal movernent?"
Be ye not unequally yoked together
with rmbelievers: for what fellowshin
hath righteousness with unrighteoui-
ness? And what communion hath lieht
with darkness? And what concord hith
Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he
that believeth with an infidei? And what
agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? For ye are the temple of the liv.
ing God; as God hath sai4 I will dwell in
them, and walk in them: and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you, and will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and dau€h-
ters, saitl the tord Almighty (l Cor.
6:14-18).
Any concludlng thoughts?
But watch thou in all things, en
dure afflictions. do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry (2 Tim. 4:5).
I Paul R Flnk is professor of pastoral
ministry, Liberty Baptist College, Lynch-
burg, Virginia. He holds a Th. D. from
Dallas Theological Seminary Dallas,
Texas.
Preochers
ondPreo,q,hing
hrist is the one ereat theme of
tne pulprt, ano around thls all
other themes sather as to their
center and as to their end. Paul said,
"We preach Christ crucified" (l Cor.
l:23). He states this again in 2 Corin-
thians 5:18-21, in Galatians 6:14, and in
many other passages. When somebody
came to Spurgeon and said that all of
his sermons sounded alike, he admitted:
"That is correct. Wherever I take my
text, I make a beeline to the Crossl' AII
true preaching, whatever its range of
topics, is the preaching of Christ. No
topic is fit for the pulpit that does not
lead to Him. The themes of the preacher
are essentially the same in all ages, for
the human heart in its depravity and
need does not change with the chang-
ing years. God's remedy is the simple
gospel, and that ever remains the same
yesterday, today, and forever.
Effective preaching in all ages ad-
heres to these same great truths. They
have differed only in modes of illustrat-
ing and applying them, but the subject
matter of the minister's message is un-
changeable. The sermon, according to
John 6:63, is not of words. cold and in-
different, but of soul-changing truth,
filled with Spirit and life. The pastor's
heart will be ennobled by the study of
the Bible and its quickening thoughts
of God. But there is more. As the days
pass, the preacher will be speaking out
of a ric[ personal, religious experience
A mere auditory ministry is a failure.
A man ought not be just a pep talker,
or just a tightrope walker, afraid of fall-
ing off in either direction. He ought to
present the whole counsel of God. He
ought to avoid a dry formal, metaphysi-
cal method in his message. A sermon
is not a theological essay. It is designed
to move the heart and the will of the
people as well as to instruct them in
the way and in the faith. A sermon
ought t6 be like the epistles of Paul. The
apostle wrote of great doctrinal truth
and teaching; then he closed with won-
derful practical application. All of
Paul's letters are like that. The first Dart
is doctrinal. and the second oart is
always practical when he applies the
truth of the gospel of Christ.
There are many different kinds of
preaching, but the heart of it all is to
preach the Christ of the Bible, the Word
of God incarnate, spoken and written.
It is a strange thing that all three are
called the Word ofGod, whether robed
in flesh, or comrnitted to a scmll in ink,
or reverberating with the voice of God.
The Bible and the Christ are inseparable
To minimize the written Word is to
dishonor the living Word. To magnify
the Book is to glorify Christ. The Bible
and the Christ stand or fall together.
The storm centers of Christian theology
today, as in centuries past, are the deity
of Christ and the infallibility of the
Holy Scriptures.
A man and his word may be two dif-
ferent things, but not God and His
Word. God's Word is like God Himself,
the same yesterday, today, and forever
(Heb. l3:8; Ps. l19:89). To love the Word
is to love God. To receive the Word is
to receive God. To believe the Word is
to believe God. Spiritually, to know the
Word is to know God. We see Christ in
the pages of the Bible. Erasmus wrote
in the preface to his Greek New Testa-
ment, the ?rtr6 R€ceplas, the first ever
published (1516) and the text that be-
came the basis for the Kins James Ver-
sion of the Bible, these wdrds: "These
holy pages will summon up the living
image of His mind. They will give you
Christ Himsell talking, healing, dying,
rising, the whole Christ in a word. They
will give him to you in an intimacy so
close that He would be less visiblc u.r
you if He stood before your eyes."
If I could live my life over, going
back to my 17th year when I began to
preach, I would preach the Bible. If I
could not get a message out of a verse,
I would take a paragraph; if not a mes-
sage out of a paragraph, then I would
take a chapter; if not out of a chapter,
then out of a book; if not out of a book,
then out of a Testament. But I would
nreach the Bible.
- 
There is "problem preaching" and
"life situation preaching,' but this kind
of preaching tends to make people prob-
lem conscious and savors more of
The themes of the
preocher ore
essentiolly the
some in olloges,
for the humon
heort in its
deprovity ond
need does not
chonge with the
chorvging yeors,
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psychology than religion, more of self-
help than God's help We need to forget
about ourselves and think more of
Jesus and the people for whom Jesus
died. Through the preaching of the
Word of God, we point men to Jesus.
In preaching the Bible the pastor
may follow several different approaches.
One is to preach it expositionally.
This is the method of selecting a larye
portion (a paragraph or more) of the
Bible and expounding its meaning and
applying the message before the people.
Another is to preach the Bible textu-
ally. This is the exposition of a smaller
portion of the Scriptures, as one verse
or one woro.
A third method of preaching is
topically. This is the preparation of a
message on a subject presented in the
Bible, such as assurance, faith, commrt-
ment, atonement. (Ihey are without
number.) George W. Truett was a great
topical preacher.
A fourth approach to the message of
the Bible is throush characrer studies.
This is the simplest, easiest, and in
many instances, the most enjoyable
way to preach. To make Bible characters
live before the people, with all therr
faith, faults, and failures, is a most
rewarding challenge,
A fifth way to preach is by way of
using special occasions to bring a per-
tinent message from God to the listen-
ing congregation. Mother's Day can be
a sermon on the home, New Year's Day
a sennon on renewed Christian commit-
ment, Easter on our hope of a resurrcc-
tion, Christmas on thi gift of God's
love, Thanksgiving on the debt of grati-
tude we owe the [ord, and on and on.
Concerning the ways of preaching I
would like to make three observations.
The pastor ought to lary his preach-
ing. We ought to employ every type of
sermon. We ought constantly to shift
and change our methods, approacnes,
emphases, and materials. We ought to
be like the smart farmer who rotates
his crops for fertility and yield. Preach
every kind of way.
Andrew W Blackwood, Sr., in T/re
Preparation ol Sermons, quotes from
B. H. Streeter's "Concerning Prayer,"
these obsenations: 'A connected series
on any subject by a man of moderate
ability will make for more permanent
impressions than an eoual number of
isolated sermons bv a biilliant soeaker.
The congregation recalls what wis said
the last time. They look forward expec-
tantly to what will be said next timel'
This is so true in my own experi-
ence. Besides my expounding the Word
of God book by book in the Bible, I
work on a special series of sermons all
the time. Here are two series I am
working on now: My annual pre-Easter
services (Iruett started them and I have
continued them now in the 64th year)
which are built around the themg "God
Speaks to Americal'
The other concerns a series on the
problems that face all humanity, and
especially we who are living in the pres-
ent permissive genenrtion. The mes-
sages are built around characters in
the Bible and the problems that over-
whelmed them. Such subjects as:
Noah: Drugs, Drunkenness, and
Nakedness
Lnt: Living with Homosexuals
Ishmael: Islam and the Oil Slick
Achan: The Sin We Are Afraid to
Confess
Elkanah: Household Heartaches
Eli: Undisciplined Children
David: Sexual Drives
Ahab: Fony Years with the Wrong
Woman
Malachi: When a Parent Has No
Partner fcod and Divorce)
My third observation is that the best
of all sermons is an exoositorv sermon.
That is, without doubt, the greatest way
to build a marvelous congregation, to
preach expositorily. There is an advan-
tage in this way of preaching for the
preacher himself. He learns, he grows
in his heart, and the message that he
reads in the Bible becornes flesh and
blood in him. There are also adlantases
lo the congregation, world without eid.
They learn to love the Bible, they learn
the message of God, and they become
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures.
One of the tragedies of our modern day
is that the Bible is largely a sealed book
to the people. They do not know what
it presents. How little of all the wealth
of the Scripture is presented in the
pulpit! The method of expository preach-
inq is one of the finest in the world.
Aton ond his
word moy be two
different things, but
not God ond His
Word,
A Simple Explonotion Will Do
Here are five rules about the pastor's use of words that are worth the
pastor's perusal.
. -1. The first rule ofpulpit oratory is to keep it simple. Excessive verbosityi:a*+"!.y d]lsipates desireable semantiC lucidiiy! Use plain ordinary
English. T-heXing James Version of the Bible is a pouierful wiiness to simpll
and forcefully beautiful English.
2. Avoid words that are too familiaror are not familiar or words that are
heard too often. Do not confuse or misuse words. Use the dictionary. Look
it up.
3. Be terse. It is easier to understand something that is brief. Even legal
contracts, traditionally long-winded and difficult tlo understand, are chaig.
ing. As their length decreases, their comprehension usually increases.
4. Recognize the connotation of a word as well as its denotation. A word,s
denotation is what it means-precisely; its connotation is what it suggests,
its overtones. "Fat" has a different connotation from "plump.', Remimber
Mark Twain's observation? He said, "The difference betweenihe rieht word
and the almost right word is the difference between the lightnin{and the
lightning bug."
. !. Seek simplicity. If you can use a one-syllable word in place of a three.
syllable w_ord, do it. As it happens, it is usuilly the Anglo-Saxon words that
are short, hard, gritty, and add clarity and strerigth to srtech or writing. Most
excellent writers will use six AngloSaxon words foriverv one that comes
from. Greek or Latin words, even though the dictionary shows that only one
word in ten comes from the Anglosaxon.
Avoid in expository sermons a pa-
rade of learning and allusion to com-
mentaries or too many references to
other people who have studied. Present
the message in your own way and in
your own self. It costs far more labor
to preach an expository sermon than
any other, but it is the greatest way to
preach. The mightiest pulpit power in
the years passed has been in the ex-
pository method of preaching such as
found in Chrysostom, Augustine, Ilther,
Calvin, Chalmers, Andrew Fuller, and
of course, many modern pulpit giants.
However the method of preaching,
remember the people. Preach to the
needs of the people, remembering their
intercsts, sorrows, trials. To make God's
Word live for the people is an incom-
parable challenge. Address their wills,
conscience, understanding.
The message is for llerz, not for
selfish purposes of ostentation, exhibi-
tion, or show. The difference between
a bore and a good conversationalist is
that the bore has not discovered the
distinction between what interests him
and what interests his hearers. Of a ccr-
tain scholarly but monotonous preacher
it was said, "If he doesn't Greek-root
you to death, he will Hebrew-stem you
to deathl' For the sermon to bless the
people, it must develop one idea, re-
peated many limes under a few main
Doints. from two to five and never more
ihan seven. The sermon ought to be
about 30 to 40 minutes in length.
Teach in your preaching. In Ephe-
sians 4:ll the pastor and the preacher
are linked together. The Greek is pastor-
teacher. the same nerson. If all the scr-
mon is a pep talk,-then 20 minutes for
its length may be too long. But if the
preacher is teaching the Word and will
of the lord in his message, 20 years is
too short. The pastor ought to help
carry out the admonition of Simon
Peter in 2 Peter 3:18, helping rhe people
to grow in grace and in the knowledge
of the lord Jesus Christ. Teaching
through preaching nurtures the faith
of the people. They are busy in the
secular world. Thev have set vou aside
for the purpose to make known to them
the Word of God. Find out the marvel-
ous truths of God and reveal them ro
the congregation (Deut. 29:29). Every
sermon ought to make appeal to the
lost, but it also ought to be a banquet
spread for the hungry-hearted people.
The tools of the pastor are words.
How he speaks them molds and shapes
what he is seeking to accomplish just
as certainly as does the brush in the
hands of the painter creating his pic-
ture or a compass and trowel in the
hands of a builder erecting a building.
The pastor ought to stand up
squarely, face his congregation fully,
open his mouth widely (the larger the
cavity, the richer and more pleasant the
sound), and speak distinctly, address-
ing his sentences to the last mem-
ber who sits on the last pew of the
church. The preacher is noi preachrng
to himself; he is preaching to the people
and when he speaks he ought to keep
them in his eye, in his mind, in his
thoughts, and in the loudness of his
volce.
There is a saying in preaching that
goes like this:
Begin slow, talk low
Rise higher, take fire.
It is a saying worth remembering.
Many speakers tart at too high a pitch.
By starting too high, there is no further
place to go but to strain even more. It
is better to find the best, most natural
pitch for your voice and then raise or
lower it according to the emphasis of
your message.
It is interesting to look at sheets
given to a homiletics class with which
the young theologues were asked to
grade the preachers they were to hear.
They were to grade them in posture,
gesture, vocal contrast, projectron,
vocal variance, eye contact, humor,
vocabulary diction, attitude, and gram-
mar. I wonder how each of us would
come out if we were so graded by these
students?
kt me speak a brief word about the
Iast category, grammar. lncorrcct gram-
mar and mispronounced words will
turn off almost anv educated person.
Men like Dwight L. Moody are an ex-
ception to that observation, but the ex-
ception only proves the rule. Correct
gramrnar and exact pronunciation can
cause an educated Derson to listen to
a message he does not think he wants
to hear The oastor cannot lose in train-
ing himself io be careful in his speech.
Those who are sensitive to it wili re-
spond with gratitude, and those who are
unaware of it are not bothered by it
since they do not realize the difference.
Remember to speak naturally,
plainly, simply, fervently. This is the
Puritan ideal. The genius of Puritan
preaching lay in its simple, unadorned,
plain presentation. Jonathan Edwards
listed in his book of Reso/a1ior6; "Never
to speak in narrations anything but the
pure and simple verityl'
The most important textbook of
that era was that by William Perkins,
Cambridge, England, The Art ol Proph-
esying, published in 1592. He wrote:
"Human wisdom must be concealed,
because the preaching of the Word is
the testimony of God and the profess-
ing of the knowledge of Christ and not
of human skill. The hearers ousht not
to ascribe their faith to the gifts-of men
but to the oower of God." Paul in I Cor-
inthians 2:l-5 said the same thing.
Thomas Hooker in The Soul's Prep-
aration (1632), wrole: "l have somi-
times admired (wondered) at this: why
a company of gentlemen, yeomen, poor€
women, that are scarcely able to know
their ABC's yet have a minister to speak
Latine. Greeke. and Hebrew and use the
Fathers, when it is certain they know
nothing at all. The reason is, because
all this stings not; they may sit and
sleepe in their sinnes, and goe to hell
hood-winckt, never awakened."
May God deliver us from such a
judgment.
When the pastor stands up to speak,
let him be himself. You may be a fair
imitator of somebody else, but you are
the best example of you God ever made
However you are, in whatever manner
God constructed you, let him glorify
himself through your individual per-
sonality. Be yourself.
I IrV. A. Crlswell is pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Dallas, Texas, and founder
of Criswell Center for Biblical Studies
and Criswell Christian Academy. This
article is adapted from Criswell's
Guidebook for Pastors by W. A.
Criswell, chapter two. @ Copyright
1980, Broadman Press. All rights
reserved. Used bv permission.
A/1mere ouditory
ministry iso foilure,
A mon ought not
be ju$ o pep
tolker, or just o
tightrope wolker,
ofroid of folling off
in either direction.
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Sam Jones Brought
Revival to a Natiorl
Tlw Old. Bellwetlwrs of
tfu FlockFeIL on
Knees and Crted.
by Billy Vick Bartlett
he nineteenth century pro-
duced two evangelists of such
stature that their parishes
were the nation: Dwight Lyman Moody
and Samuel Porter Jones. Sam Jones
was unquestionablv the most con-
troversial, plain-spbken, oft-quoted,
nonconformist in the history of
American evangelism. He won more
souls (Moody excepted), closed down
more saloons, stepped on more toes,
and riled more editors, socialites,
politicians, and educators than any
man to that point in American history.
Jones was born at Oak Bowery in
Chambers County, Alabama, October
16, 1847, the newest branch on a family
tree laden with the bitter-sweet fruit
of preachers. His great grandfather
was a preacher. His grandfather was
a preacher. His grandmother on his
father's side was the daughter of
Robert L. Edwards, Georgia's renowned
pioneer preacher and a direct descen-
dant of Jonathan Edwards. Four of his
uncles were preachers. And his father,
Captain John L. Jones. was a devout
layman who, by his own admission,
should have been a oreacher. As a
young man, Captain Jones felt "called
to preach" but for financial considera-
tions ooted for a career in law. In later
life he iamented the choice but was ap-
parently a gifred, much-sought trii l
lawyer whose oratory swayed juries
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family with ' dissipation. This "wild oats" period
, . r : ,1"
the Jones
modest wealth.
Young Sam's mother died when he
was 9, but she was often cited in his
serrnons as an example of true Chrrs-
tian piety. After the death of his wife,
John Jones moved his family to
Cartersville, Georgia, where Sam con-
tinued his education through high
school, Euharlee Academy, and was
ostensibly college bound. At this point
the plans of Captain Jones for his
young son began to come unraveled.
By the time of Jones's graduation, the
Civil War had erupted and John Jones
was on an extended hiatus with the
army of Virginia. To complicate mat-
ters, Sam suffered from "nervous
dyspepsia" (chronic indigestion) and
not only eschewed college, but sought
refuge from the malady in intoxicants.
For an extended time, Jones, by his
own testimonv. became a "slave to li-
quor." He had enough drive, however,
to undertake a study of law and after
a year's preparation was admitted to
the bar. During this period he married
Laura McElwain of Henry County,
Kentucky. Jones showed great promise
as a lawyer; and having grasped his
father's oratorical flair. his soeeches
became the talk of Cartersville. His
potential seemed unlimited, but his
new associates were as dissolute as he
and provided new opportunities for
troubled those who loved the young
lawyer, but it was, according to Jones's
biographer son-in-law, Walt Halcomb,
"remarkably free" from the sins that
normally accompany drunkenness.
Jones quit drinking prior to his
salvation while standing by the death-
bed of his pleading father. Finally
relenting, he cried, "I'll make you the
promise. I'll quit! I'll quit! I'll quit!"
Quit he did, but for a time he was still
in darkness. When Jones was finally
converted and viewed his former con-
dition through emancipated eyes. he
was so outraged at the state to which
the bottle had reduced him that he
thereafter reserved his most stormy in-
vective for the liouor industrv. "T[ere
is nothing in graie that will make you
a sober man with a quan of whiskey in
your stomach. . . . Nobody but a scoun-
drel will sell whiskey and nobody but
a fool will drink it . . . . Whiskey is all
right in its place, but its place is hell."
Jones acceoted Christ at a revival
held by his aged, circuit-riding grand-
father, Samuel Jones, at a small
preaching station called Felton's
Chapel. During the invitation he felt
convicted but held back tremblins
because of his reouration as a rounder.
As he wrestled with the choice of em-
barrassment and rejection by stepping
out or the wrath of God by hanging
back, an old verse from childhood
raced through his mind. "I can but
pgrish if I go, I am resolved to try, for
if I stay away I know-I must forever
die." Jones would recount durins his
sermons that "in that little couirt ry
church, with my dear old erandlather
preaching the sirmon, I wjnr and gave
myself to God. He took me and pulled
me up and laid my head on his bosom,
and wept like a child, and said bro-
kenly, 'God bless you my boy, and may
you be faithful unto death.' I was a
reformed, reborn, and chansed man
from that hour."
The step toward full-time service
was also initiated by Grandfather
Jones, who was evidently not content
with halfuay measures. He announced
to several intimates that Sam was
called to preach and told his grandson,
"You can come willingly into it, or you
can be whipped into it, or you will lose
y-our religion if you refuse." Although
the theology is debatable on a couple
of points, the younger Jones did not
want to risk losing the most glorious
possession of his life, so he declared
for the ministry. Two weeks later, the
irascible grandfather announced to his
young charge that he was on the docket
that evening to preach his first sermon
at New Hope Church two miles outside
Cartersville.
The church was packed to the doors
with old-time Christians, old drinking
buddies, and curiosity seekers. As hi
mounted the pulpit and gazed over the
audience, Sam realized everything he
said would be weighed agiinst-his
recent activities. In that context he
look Romans | :l6 and gave a stirring
account of his own salvation, proclaim-
ing to those who knew him in sin that,
like Paul, he was not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ. At the invitation
several came forward and accepted
Christ as Saviour.
Immediately after his first preach-
ing foray, he began to regularly assist
Grandfather Jones on his circuit.
Within a few months he was acceoted
into the North Georgia Conference as
a fu ll-fledged, circuit-riding Methodist
preacher. His wife opposed the move,
declaring, "I married a lawyer, and I'll
never be an itinerate Methodist
preacher's wife in this world. Never!"
Jones accepted the Van Wert circuit,
the poorest in the conference.
The barren Van Wert circuit had
run off more than a few preachers of
lesser character. A more prudent man
might have surveyed the obstacles, con-
sidered his options, and returned to
law; but a prudent Sam Jones would
not have been Sam Jones. He was over-joyedjust to have a place to preach. He
said, "When I started to preach, I had
a wife and one child, a bobtail pony,
and eight dollars in cash." What he
also had was a mind to work. He soon
pumped new zeal into the five stattons
on his run by staging revivals, visiting
members, converting sinners, and in-
creasing collections. That first year he
was compensated 9700, which was
$635 more than the total offennss
taken in by his predecessor r[e
previous year. Obviously Jones had a
unique talent.
Jones's next assignment, he Desota
circuit, was a nine-church arranse-
ment with more affluent churih
members who presented him with a
knotty new problem-worldliness.
When his initial gentle approach failed
to elicit an adequate response, he
developed a new minisrerial style.
Here he honed his knack for cutting,
slashing, polarizing, and controversy
that would be evidenced the rest of his
career. On rhis circuit he "called sins
by their right names. With all my ran-
somed powers I denounced their
unholy living . . . . They began to desert
me-refused to support me. Going
home one evening my wife said, 'Well,
Sam, it seems like these people want
to starve us out.'" Tenaciouslv. the
Jones clan weathered the storm, saw
the boycott out, and ultimately re-joiced in a circuit that was ablaze with
the fires of revival.
The conference would reassign Jones
two more times-twGyear stints on the
Newbeme and Monticello circuits-
before conceding that his gifts de-
manded less restricted expression. In
eight years of circuit riding he had
preached an estimated 8,000 sermons,
seen more than 5,000 converts, and
gained a reputation as a dusr-kicking,
fur.flying, spellbinder who inspired
myriad requests for church revivals.
Giran a largely honorary appointnent by
the conference as head of an orphanage,
Jones was freed to enter an era of suc-
cessful small revilals and further refine
his act for a larger stage-the nation.
- 
Describing a tlpical Sam Jones per-
tormance, U. S. Congressman Tom Wat-
son said, "I heard there was a little
preacher up at the Methodist church
who was knocking the crockery around
in lively style... who was dustins thejackets'of the amen<orner bretirin rn
a way which broutht the double srunts
out of lhose fuzzvTossils. I went t"o hcar
Sam Jones . . . and how he did hammer
the brethren....How he did smash
their placid conviction that they were
Jonesisms
Sam Jones may have created
more pithy sayings than any Ameri.
can since Benjamin Franklin. He is
certainly one of the most quotable
preacheis in American History and
much of his material was adopted
by Billy Sunday, Bob Jones,- Sr.,
J. Frank Norris, and many others.
Following are some examples of his
homespun Christian philosophy:
_ 
"When our children are young
they step on our toes and when they
are grown they step on our hearts "
"There are four things you can
appeal to in a boy-his sense of
honor, his conscience his pride and
Iastlv his hide."
"if you tell me what you lore and
what you.hate, I will tell you your
character."
"God can't elect any man unless
he is a candidate-' 
-
"God will put the angels on half
rations to feed an honest man."
"If I throw a stone into a crowd
of dogs, and one runs yelping, you
know that it is the one that is hit."
"If some of these old moner-
mongers get to heaven, they will lie
out before breakfast digging up the
solden streets."
- 
"When I started preaching I was
afraid I would hurt somebodvt feel-
ings; now I am afraid I wori'ti'
"Whenever you see me with a
grubbing hoe on my shoulder I'm
out after grubs, and if you ain't a
grub sit still-I'm not after you."
"God bores through the top of a
man's head to his heart and on do\,trr
to his pocket."
"Don't worry about your money.
God bless you, bud, they'll haul you
off in a shroud without a Docket-
and if it had a pocket your arm
would be too stiff to set into iti'
"l haven't anything-in this world
to forgive. I will never get mad with
any man unless he trEats me worse
than I have treated Jesus Christ."
'What is culture r.vonh if it is bur
the whitewash on a rascal? I'd rather
have to learn my ABC's in heaven
than know Greek in helll'
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the trustees of the New Jerusalem. Wth
groans and sobs and tears, these old
bellwethers of the flock fell on their
knees and cried aloud in their distress.
Then . . . he tumed his guns on us sin-
ners. He abused and ridiculed us; he
stormed at us and laughed at us: he
called us flopcared hounds, beer kegs,
and whiskey soaks. He plainly said that
we were all hpocrites and liars, and he
intimated tlnt most of us would steal.
For six week the farms and stores were
neglected, and Jones, Jones, Jones was
the whole thing." In a short time, Jones
would be nearly "the whole thing" from
Atlantic to Pacific.
As with Moody, the lightning strike
that flamed into a nationwide spectacle
occuned away from home, and a con-
scious promotion of a newspaper was
crucial. Sam Jones beEan a St. lnurs
revival under the arlspices of the
Centenary Methodist Chuich. When the
"II" was dusting thejackets of the amen-
,  , ,cornerDretnrennawav
which brought the
double grunts out
of those fuzzy fossils,"
ranks of the revived overflowed the
church's auditorium, the meeting was
moved to the Exposition Music Hall,
where it began to take on the char-
acteristics of a citywide camDaisn. At
this point, the St. t ui s Globe-berilogat
deciiled to report the proceedings and
experienced a dramatic increase in ctr-
culation. As the meeting progresse4 the
newspaper and revival seemed to fuel
each other to new heights. The paper
ran effusive accounti. editoriiliied
favorably, and printed Jones's sermons
in full. Predictably, the.services gained
momentum, and The Gateway to the
West began to clamor "Jonei, Jones,
Jones."
The Globe-Democrat dmitted that
it did not understand everything that
was going on but was eager to print
anything the guotable evangelist
uttered. Another reponer asked the
preacher to commeni on the criticism
thathis preachingwas anti-intellectual.
Jones answered, "I'd rather have to
learn my ABC's in heaven than know
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Greek in hell." The Globe-Demouat
would later claim that it had made
Sam Jones. His simple retort was
"Well, why don't you make another!"
On the last night of the campaign more
people were turned away than were
able to attend the service.
After a brief respite, Jones sifted
through several offers before accept-
ing the invitation o[ I. W. Joyce to it-
tempt a duplication of the St. Louis
success in what Moody called "the
graveyard for evangelists," Cincinnati,
Ohio. The first service did not tax the
800-seat capacity of St. Paul's Church,
and 10 days into the campaign, the
crowds were still comfortably con-
tained in the sanctuary. With the
tenacity learned on the circuits, Jones
lashed at sin in high places, stirred the
crowds, attracted the media, created
an atmosphere of excitement, and
watched the campaign take off.
The meetings were moved to the
Cincinnati Music Hall, which was so
Iarge some were afraid the evangelist
was overly optimistic and could not
even be heard (he was never a
bellower). His peculiar resonance,
however, allowed even the nisht
crowds of around 7,000 to hear h-im
easily. He spoke three or four times a
day. Only the earlv mornins servrce
failed to iill the huge buildirig, and at
night people were always turned away.
During the final weeks of the crusade,
600 per day were converted. According
to a local paper, "The revival con-
ducted by Sam Jones has been
spreading like wildfire; until now lit-
tle else is tlought of or spoken of in the
city. The subjects of purity versus im-
purity,and godliness.versus ungod-
lmess nave penetrated Dlaces where
before sucli thoughts were never
dreamed of."
D. L. Moody took a train to Cincin-
nati to observe the ground swell first-
hand. In the confusion, he was not
able to approach the evangelist but
returned to the station and dashed off
a note. It read, "God has qiven you a
sledgehammer with whic[ to sharrer
the formalism of tJre church and to bat-
t€r down the strongholds of Satan."
According to the Cincinnati Inquter,
at 7 p.m. on the last night of the
meeting, "Elm Street from Twelfth
and Fourteenth Streets was one surs-
ing sea of humanity-the locked outl'
The streets were impassable as an
estimated 40,000 peopb mi ed around
the Music Hall unable to enrer.
Minutes before the meetins was
scheduled to begin, Jones was carried
through the throng and up the steps of
the hall on the shoulders of a souad of
policemen, and when he appeared in-
side- he was greeted with a roar of
apPrause.
The remainder of Jones's life was
liberally punctuated with successful
crusades. Chicago, later billed as "the
town Billy Sunday couldn't shut
down," yielded to the Jones oratory
and thousands were saved.
In San Francisco Jones faced a
hostile press, which tried to portray
him as an unrefined buffoon. In one
service he lashed back, "You little sap
headed reporters with your eyes io
close together you can see through a
key-hole with both of them . . . if you
can't report the sermons as I deliver
them, you stay away from here."
In Palestine, Texas, the mayor took
exception to Jones's closing sermon,
which mercilessly raked corrupt
public officials. The next morning he
waited for the preacher at the train
station and struck him in the face with
a cane. Jones wrenched the cane from
the mayor, knocked him down, and
pummeled him until some onlookers
interceded and pulled hirn off. He later
explained, "I kniw if I let him whip me,
everywhere I went some one-gallused
mayor would be jumping on rne-I
decided to niD that Dastime in the
bud."
For over two decades Sam Jones
preached and prayed and scrapped
and promoted his way across the
nation several times. Over a half
million Americans left a Jones meetins
with a dual citizenship. Only Moody
could claim a greater number of con-
verts, and even he did not have the
same social impact.
At dawn, October 15, 1906, Jones
was on a Rock Island train bound for
home and a birthday party in his
honor. While joking with a porter, he
fell over on his side and died of heart
failure. As the news was relayed across
America, a train named the Sam Jones
Special was commissioned to take the
fallen soldier the rest of the way home.
The special, with a picture of the
honored evangelist hanging beneath the
front lantern, drew large, silent crowds
at every station and city on its trek to
Cartersville where 30.000 attended the
funeral.
I Bllly Vtck Bartlett is professor of
church history at Baptist Bible College,
Springfield, Missouri.
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Eu"ry step we take
shall be towatd the
cemetery and yet we
rush right
of the
I God and angels and good men
I is the salvation of the livine.
Not the salvalion of men who lived 5-0
years ago, or 100 years ago. They have
had their opportunities and enjoyed
their privileges, and they have met
their destiny. Not the salvation of men
who shall live 100 years hence; they
have yet to be born and yet to enjoy
their privileges and opportunities. But
the absorbing theme of God, and angelg
and good men is the salvation of men
and women who live and walk and talk
upon the face of the earth tonight. And
now we purpose tonight, not to draw
upon our imagination or try in the
least to impose upon your credulity,
but we stand squarely on the Book, and
we will talk about what we know
There are some thinss that we all
know in common. I knori that I am 24
hours nearer the cemetery than when
I assembled with you in this house last
night. You know you have one day less
to live than you had this morning when
the sun arose upon this world. You
know that in your youthful days your
heart was softer, your conscience was
more tender, and your will was more
easily affected by truth, and by grace,
than it is tonight. You know your life
and character tonight are not what they
ought to be before God and man. There
are some thinss that we know from the
teachings of ihat Book. And now we
come squarely to the text: "Turn you to
the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope."
tnprcparc
upon the gates
cemetery
ed for death
and eternitv.
Prepar€ for the Life to Come
by Sam lones
Ti,trn you to the strong hold, ye pis-
oners ol hope: eten to day do I declare
that I will render d.ouble unto thee
(Z.ech. 9:12\.
he all-absorbins theme with
There are three classes of prisoners
with hope, and there are three classes
of prisoners without hope. Now let us
find our latitude and longitude on
spiritual things. It is the privilege of
every man to know his bearings tonight,
to know iust where he is. and to know
whither ie is tending.
The first class of prisoners without
hope that the Book ipeaks of are the
angels who kept not their first estate
but sinned against God and were driven
away and put in chains of everlasting
darkness, to await the final judgment
day. While you and I hale had a chance
of life, and while peace and pardon are
for the fallen man, those angels who
keDt not their first estate are in that
lorie land of deep despair, without a ray
of heavenly light or a spark of hope,
forever and forever. As I look uoon an
immortal spirit whose chains confine
it to hopeless and everlasting desparr,
my heart shudders as I look upon the
picture. But I never saw an angel. I have
never been brought into sympathy with
angels by association. I know very little
of them. Angels have not flesh and
blood. They are not subjected to wrin-
kles and gray hairs and old age and
death, like you and I, and perhaps they
are separated from our sympathy.
But this Book sneaks of another
class of prisoners without hope. That
is that man and that woman who have
walked the streets, enjoyed just such
privileges as you and I enjoy, and then
die without God and without hooe rn
the world. There may be some gospel
truth in that old couplet:
While the lamp holds out to
ourn,
The vilest sinner mav return.
But when fate snuffs th6 candle and it
goes out in death, then all hope is gone
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forever. The common convictions of
humanity are all together on this prop
osition, that as the tree falleth, so it
shall be forever. and that. instead of
there being anything in death to revene
and to sanctify and to save, death is the
opening of the door and the passing out
of the soul into eternity.
And perhaps 1,000 of this congrega-
tion at this moment, if you were to die
in your pew before I am thmugh preach-
ing, would be prisoners without hope,
forever. Your heart in your bosom is a
muffled drum beating your funeral
march to the tomb. And every step you
and I take from this hour to our dying
couch, shall be toward the cemetery,
and yet we rush right upon the gates
of the cemetery unprepared for death
and unprepared for eternity.
Oh, sir, if there is a fact in my his-
tory for which I am thankful and hope
to praise God for in heaven forever, it
is that fact that God did not let me die
in my sins. It is the fact that in and
through the abounding mercy and grace
of God, I was brought to see myself and
repent of my sins and make peace with
God before I went hence and was no
more among men.
But there is another class of ons-
oners without hooe. Thank God we are
not among fallen angels! Thank God,
we are not amons the dead! There is
another class oi nrisoners without
hope, and that is thi men and women
of this city that are just as certain to
be damned as they walk the streets of
this city today. There are men in this
city who have not heard a sermon for
20 years; there are men in this city who
have settled it-'I never intend to hear
anotherl'
In my short life as a preacher, I want
to tell you tonight I have seen men reject
and reject and reject the mercies of God
until I have almost heard the gates of
mercy close in their faces forever.
Just as certain as he breathes, he is
a doomed man. He never will repent.
The chances are all against us. Bmthet
will your heart ever be as tender as it
has been in the past? Will you ever be
worked up under gospel truth as you
have been in the nast? And if after all
your tender years are gone and all the
influences of your youthful days fail to
reach you, are not the probabilities
tonight that you never will repent, that
you will die like you are, "a prisoner
without hooe?"
But. I thank God. there is a different
side to this question, and let us con-
sider it but a moment. There are three
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classes of prisoners with hope. The
first class we mentioned are the faith-
ful men and women of the church of
God, striving, struggling, day after day,
to keep the comrnandments of God, and
lora and serve Hirn with all their hearts.
f h"r" seen men rcject
the mercies of God until
I have almost head the
gates of mercy close
in their faces forcven
They are prisoners, but, thank God,
prisoners of hope-prisoners of hope.
Every good man that walks the face of
the eanh is a prisoner of hope.
My mother was once a prisoner of
hope, but when death cut the ligaments
that bound her to earth, she went home
to God. and for 30 vears she has been
walking the golden itreets, one of God's
free children, forever. My precious
father was a prisoner, but, thank God,
a prisoner of hope! And when at last
he, upon his dying couch, pushed the
doctors back from his bed, he over-
leaped the circle of loved ones about
his dying couch, and above star and
moon he went until he overvaulted the
very throne of God itself, and tonight
he walks the golden streets, a child of
God and free forever. Thank God these
chains will not last always. Thank God
these temptations are not forever. Thank
God these environments will not last
further than the grave! Bless the lnrd,
Q my soul!
Thank God, there is another class
of prisoners with hope. That man out
there who does not belong to any churc\
but he stood up here yesterday aftemmn
and said, "I run the white flag up; I sur-
render to God; I want to be a Christianl'
Brother hear me tonighl God loves the
meanest man, just like God loves the
best man. Brother, yonder is a father
who loves a son with all his heart, and
that son is headed to a dmnkard's grave
Does that father's love save that boy
from the drunkard's grave? Neither can
God's love save His son-you and me-
unless we brins ourselves in the com-
pass of grace ind let Him save us.
That man who has in his heart the
burning desire to be a Christian is a
prisoner of hope, and I tell you, my
brother, the man who says tonight: "I
surrender to God; I give my life to Him;
I seek the Crossj' that man is a Drisoner
of hope. And you will never be damned
if pu will follow the inspiration and the
desire-'God help me to be a Christianl'
Friend. let's vou and I look after our
hearts tonight. Is there down in our
souls an intensg burning desire to be
a Christian? If there is, let us surrender
to that desire tonight and say: "I will
make my peace with Godl'
And then, there is another class of
prisoners with hope, and that is those
men and women who have not made uo
their minds at all. but thev are thinli-
ing on this question. Oh, brother, there
is a chance there that you may be saved,
and I wish wery poor man here tonight
with the desire in his heart to be a
Christian. I wish you would be like
President Garfield who, when thev
probed his wounds, lmked at the doc.
tors and said, "Doctors, is there any
chance for my life?"
The doctors answered back, "Yes,
there is a chancel'
And Mr. Garfield said, "Well, I will
take that chance' And he did. He wres-
tled and grappled with death for three
long months as no hero in Amerrca,
perhaps, ever did; and if that man and
that woman will take the chance-a
chance that you have tonight-and
grapple with it with all your ransomed
powen as grandly ald nobly as Garfield
did with life, then I say to you it will
issue into a bright, happy, joyous exper-
ience here, and heaven in the end.
"Turn you to the strong hold, ye pris-
oners of hope: even to dav do I declare
that I will iender doubli unto thee."
I took God at His word. When I
started out to follow God, I left our lit-
tle home in Cartersville, but blessed be
God, He has given me a hundred homes
wherever I have gone-just as good as a
home could be. And I left one mother-
a gracious stepmother she was to me-
I Ieft her to follow Christ, and bless His
holy name, He has given me a thousand
mothers wherever I have gone, who
have been as good to me as my own
precious mother. I left a few friends in
my own home to follow Christ, but,
blessed be God, He has given me a
- 
thousand friends for every one I have
left. And, blessed be God. I have now
a thousandfold more in this life and
bright hope of everlasting life in the
world to come. God help everv man
here tonight to say, I wili turn to the
strong hold! I will be a Christian! I will
give myself to God! I
"A.D." Portrays the Pagan World
at the Birth of Christianitv
by Richanl Kevin Bamard
he l2-hour dramatic mini-
series 'A.D.l' Anno Domini.
scheduled to air on NBC dur-
ing Easter week, chronicals the events
from shortly after the death of Christ,
through the deaths of Peter and Paul
and the destruction of Jerusalem.
Producer Vincenzo Labella, who
brings to the screen the events in the
Acts of the Apostles and the turbulent
early years of Christianity, wrapped in
the historical events of the Roman Em-
pire. The $30 million project took thrce
years to produce and includes over 700
actors and technicians and more than
400 speaking roles. The cast is impres-
sive, featuring such genuine craftsmen
as Jennifer O'Neill. John Houseman. and
James Mason, along with other notables
like Ava Gardner and Ben Vareen.
'4.D." is not primarily a Christian
film. In fact, it is not even an especially
segments not made available to us,
'?.D." should make for entertainins
television viewing.
People who enjoyed "Jesus of Naza-
reth" should also enjoy'A.Dl'The pro-
duction has the same feel, the same
flavor, the same style of cinematography
as "Jesus of Nazareth." The sets are
massive and well done. Care has been
taken to see that sets and costumes ac-
curately reflect the era. The religious
segments ar€ not overly sentimental.
Jewish and Christian consultants were
employed to help ensure that accuracy.
There are, on the other hand, things
that will disturb some viewers. Extra-
biblical dialogue was written to bridge
gaps in the story line where the Bible
is silent. Some biblical dialosue rs
deleted or edited. But in all fairness,
there seems to have been a conscrous
effon to stay as close to the biblical
account as the limitations of time and
format would allow. Because it por-
trays a violent and immoral era, "4.D"
has its share of violence and immoral-
ity-though not as much as in most
weekly cop shows.
Fundamentalists of the Baptist per-
suasion will be delighted to see Saul of
Tarsus being baptized by immersion.
On the other hand, they may be a little
uncomfonable with the strong empha-
sis baptism receives in Peter's sermon
on Pentecost-though the speech fol-
lows the biblical text quite closely.
On the whole, 'A.Dl' is much berter
than typical television drama and of-
fers some definite strengths that make
it wonh watching. It gives a better
understanding of the violent and pagan
world into which Christianity was born.
And who knows, in presenting Chris-
tianity as an alternative to that ancient
world, 'A.Dl' might even point some in
our day toward a genuine faith in Christ.
I Rlchard Kevin Barnard is director
of communication for the International
Bible Society, East Brunswick, New
Jersey.
also produced "Jesus of Nazareth,"
VINCENZO RICOTTA as Steyen
religious film. So what do we get for all
the time and effon?
That is not always easy to deter-
mine. Labella, his co-writer Anthony
Burgess, and director Stewart Cooper
take a layered story approach to the
period, not unlike what viewers have
come to expect on "Hill Street Blues"
and "St. Elsewherel' There are a rariety
of interwoven plot lines. The biblical
layer follows the characters in Acts. The
nonbiblical historical layer traces the
events surrounding the lives of four
Roman emperors. And the nonbiblical,
nonhistorical layer gives Labella the
opportunity to insert a fictional iove
story After all, who could be so bold
as to promote prime-time television
without a love story?
But the layers work well togetner,
at least in the limited sesments hown
to reviewers. If the qutlity of acting
throughout the film is consistent in the
IOHN HOUSEMAN as Gamaliel
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IN REVIEW
GROWING UP STRAICHT
by Georgo Alon Reksls
Reviewed by Ed Hindson
This book is unique in all the litera-
ture that gives a Christian perspective
on the homosexual issue. Writins from
l0 years of clinical research, deorge
Rekers, a Christian psychologist and
professor of family and child develop-
ment at Kansas State Universitv offers
specific guidance to parenb who want
to Drotect their children from hom<-,-
sexuality. To those whose children may
already be involved, he offers redemp-
tive hoDe.
The author views homosexuality as
a sin and not a genetic determination.
He presents straightforward and dis-
turbins evidence of the shift in the
Ameridan Psychiatric Association away
from viewing homosexuality as deviant
behavior. Rekers dates this shift at
December 15. 1973. when the homosex-
ual liberationists successfully lobbied
to get the A?A to remove homosexuality
from their list of mental disorders.
Rejecting the secular approach to
dealing with homosexuality, the author
argues that children can be protected
from homosexual development pat-
terns. He strongly states that vulnera-
bility is not determinism. This means
that a child who has effeminate char-
acteristics will not necessarily become
a practicing homosexual. Rekers
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argues that proper counseling can cor-
rect sexual role problems if it is
available to children at early stages in
their development.
The author devotes two chapters to
helping parents deal with homosexual
tendencies in both children and teen-
agers. He urges parents to be honest
and informative when alerting their
children to the dangers of sexual temp
tation and the imDortance of sexual
responsibility. He ilso gives two chap-
ters to the discussion of help and hope
for those already involved.
Throughout the entire book the
author balances psychological insight
with spiritual advice. His approach is
biblically based, personable, and prac-
tical. This book is professional in the
highest sense and a must for every
parent, pastor teacher and youth v,orker
(Moody Press, 1982, l58pp., $4.95)
ISRAET IN IHE MIND OF AMERICA
by Folel Grose
Reviewed by James O. Combs, editor
of Baptist Bible Tibune.
For the first time, the full and docu-
mented story of the rise of pro-Israel
attitudes over a period of 150 years,
culminating in the formation and sup-
port of the Jewish state, has been told
by a distinguished scholar with impec-
cable credentials. Peter Grcse is a senror
fellow and director of middle easrern
studies at the Council of Foreisn Rela-
tions in New York City. He hai served
in various iournalistic and editorial
positions and has worked for the U.S.
State Department. Grose is a graduate
of Yale and Oxford Universities and
wrote Israel in the Mind. of Ameica as
a Research Associate at Columbia Uni-
versity's Middle Eastern Institute.
Every conservative Christian who
believes that Israel in the Bible means
Israel (with the exception of a few
figurative usages) needs to read and ab-
sorb this book. Its contents adds weisht
to the Fundamentalist's claim t[at
Bible-believins Christians have been
among the beit friends the Jews have
ever had.
Grose fairly and objectively grves
credit to the Bible-readine Christian
community for helping to forward the
cause of Jewish nationalism. (Alfred A.
Knopf, 1984, 36lpp., $17.95)
BOOK NOTES
rHE HEAUNG OF IHE I{OMOSEXUAI
by leonne Foyne
This book is written from the heart
with an appeal for hope and healing for
homosexuals. The author rejects the
concept that homosexuality is a genet-
ically determined condition and argues
that it is an identity crisis that can be
corrected only by the inner healing of
gender identity. Written from a Chris-
tian perspective and especially for
women, this powerful book offers ex-
cellent insights to those struggling with
this problem. (Crossway Books, 1984,
a8pp., $2.9s) -E.H.
HUMAN SEXU UW: CONIEMPOR RY
col{IROVERSIES
edlled by Horold Feldmon ond
Andleo Porol
This book represents a first in the
publishing world! The editors have
brought together a collection of totally
opposite articles on the controversies
of sexual behavior, and allowed rarrous
authors representing the Christian
viewpoint to present their case against
leading secular theorists in the same
volume. This work includes essays by
such evangelical spokesmen as Jerry
Falwell, Josh McDowell, Ed Wheat, and
Grace Ketterman. Topics covered deal
with traditional famiiy roles, the legis.
lation of public morality, sex educa-
tion, the ethics of sex therapy, state and
federal control of family life, and so
forth. To say the least, this book is truly
unique! (Sage Publications, 1984, 333pp,
$2s.00, $ 12.s0) -w.D.B.
HERMENEUTICS, INERRANCY
AND THE BIBI.E
edlf€d by Eorl Rodmoch€l ond
Rob€rl Preus
This massive tome is a collection of
papers and responses presented at the
International Council on Biblical Iner-
rancy: Summit II. It represents one in
a series of scholarly works published
by ICBI over the past five years. The
current volume is the most thoroush
work ever published on the issue of t-he
relationshio of hermeneutics to the
doctrine ofbiblical inerrancy. Articles
cover such topics as theories of truth,
historical problems, higher criticism,
cultural normativeness, and the unity
of the Bible. Contributors include John
Feinberg, Bruce Waltke, Millard Erick-
son, John Davis, and Roger Nicole.
Respondants include Norman Geisler,
W. David Beck, Gleason Archer, Walter
Kaiser, R. C. Sproul, and John Mac-
Arthur. A very worthwhile investment.
(Zondervan, 1984, 921pp., $16.95)
-E.H.
A PllGRlM PRIESIHOOD: AN ExPOSl.
TION OT FIRST PEIER
by Folg6 Pollelson
This volume is an excellent blend of
exegesis, exposition, and practical ap-
plication. One reviewer has said, "Most
commentaries put you to sleep-this
one will wake you up." Patterson has
distinguished himself for many years
as the associate to W A. Criswell at the
First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas,
and president of the Criswell Center for
Biblical Studies. This highly readable
commentary is rich in its practical use
of the original Greek, which is clearly
explained for English readers. It con-
tains the author's own translation and
a thorough bibliography. (Thomas
Nelson, 1982, 204pp., $5.95) -8.H.
FAMITY BOOKSHETF
RADICAT HOSPIIATITY
by Dovld ond Rulh Rupprecht
Everywhere we turn people com-
plain of loneliness and a sense of isola-
tion. The church is not exempt from
those who utter these cries. Hospitality
is a real need in the life of the church
today. This book proposes that if the
people of Cod are to fulfill their mis-
sion for the lord thev must Dracuce
radical hospitality. Ohallenging be-
lievers to open their homes to people
who need love and need to know some-
one cares, the book gives exciting in-
sights on helping the needy, troubled,
and homeless. It is an excellent tool for
those who feel called of God to a min-
istry of hospitality. The creation of
healing households through the efforts
of committed saints is a Dowerful in-
strument for building a ihurch that
demonstrates the love of Christ in the
world today. (Presbyterian Reformed,
1983, 110pp., $7.9s, $4.9s) -R.H.
EDUCATION
HOME EDUCATION AND CONSIIIU.
IIONAI I.IBERIIES
by John W. Whlleh€od
on'd Wendell R. llrd
Authors Whitehead and Bird have
orovided a valuable resource to families
and education alike in their second
volume from the Rutherford Institute
Reports. The subject is home schooling
a burgeoning movement of parents who
train their children independently of
conventional public and private educa-
tion. Recently, in his best-seller Mega-
trends, researcher John Naisbitt esti-
mates that the number of families
presently involved in this instructional
trend approaches I million.
A functional text format includes
five complementary parts. Part One
focuses on the present educational
dilemma analyzing parental liberty
and the historical and constitutional
sources that strengdrcn the home schml-
ing altemative Part Two considen home
education with respect o political rights.
Part Three comments on compulsory
education statutes, including the hotly
debated issue of teacher certification.
Part Four addresses the tonic of the
compelling state inlerest tesl-developed
by the Supreme Court. And Part Five
examines superseded court decisions,
which no longer hold valid precedents
looay.
This brief text, though saturated
with legal cases and commentary does
not substitute for legal counsel, as the
authors caution. The practical sugges-
tions in the conclusion, the reading list,
and the names and addresses of certain
organizations in home education provide
a useful reference section. (Crossway
Books, 1984, 143pp., $5.95 paperback)
_R.H.
CHITDR EN
PRAYERS FOR GIRUi
PRAYERS FOR IOYS
complled by Thomos Nelson
Publlshgls
The editors of these books have out
together a number of prayers to guide
the reader in his personal prayer life.
The prayers are chosen to show how to
talk to God freely, how to pray respect-
fully, how to pray a thank-you prayer,
how to ask God to make you more like
Him, how to pray when you don't feel
like it, how to pray for others, and so
on. The books are good tools for teach-
ing children about the meaning of
prayer. (Thomas Nelson, 1981, 128pp.,
$3.95, ages 5-12)
JONAH AND IHE WORM
by Jlll Brlscoe
Jill Briscoe's latest work retells the
story of Jonah and the whale. The
author uses imaginative characters
such as Little Worm, Grumpy Grub,
and the Worker to make children smile
and laugh, and teaches them Christian
principles at the same time. Although
the book is written far children, mostparents will find it more valuable when
kad, with the young child. Suggestions
for conversation and topics for prayer
are included at the end of each chaoter.
(Thomas Nelson, 1983, 143pp., $6.95,
_J.B.
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The Service of Faith
by Richard D. Patterson
. J V ft.1'$j'.lji,::'.tr1
I service of your faith, I
joy, and rejoice with you all" (Phil. 2:17).
The Greek vnorrd leitoargh, translated
"service" in our text, had had a long
history and by Paul's day had seen a
distilct change in emphasis. Most com-
monly, the word had dealt with doing
a community service that benefited
society as a whole. From this it de-
veloped as a rerm of religious service.
It was therefore a oerfect word for the
Greek translators of the Hebrew Old
Testament of words from the Hebrew
root sharet, "to serve or minister." for
the Hebrew root could also be used of
both relisious and secular duties.
Thus,Jy'rarel was employed often to
depict the religious duties of the levites
and priests who served in the taber-
nacle and temple services (cf. Exod.
28:35,43; I Chron.6:17; 16:4,37). As a
noun the word became a technical term
for one who does snecial or resnonsible
service. Joseoh was a minister to
Potiphar (Gen. 39:4), Joshua was Moses'
minister (Exod. 24:13), and Elisha per-
formed a similar function for Eliiah
(l Kings l9:21). ln some cases the word
is used for those whose service made
them ministers to the king himself
(2 Chron. 22:8: Esth. 212\.
Both its earlier use and the Old
Testament context are gathered up by
the Greek word for usage in the New
Testament, especially in the sense of
priestly service. The writer of Hebrews
employs it frequently to describe the
work of Christ, the believers' great
High Priest (Heb. 8:6; 9:21-28). So also
the believers, as a kingdom of priests
(cf. Exod. 19:6; Isa. 56:6-9 with I Peter
2:9; Rev. 1:6), are said to do spiritual
service for God (see also Acts l3:2).
Our word, then, and its Old Testa-
ment counterDarts. remind those who
minister for God that ours must be a
"perfect" (i.e. wholesomg balanced,
and spiritually maturing) walk (cf.
Ps. 101:6 with Gen. l7:l; Deut. 18:13;
Matt. 5:48; 2 Cor. 13:ll). The text in
Philippians 2:17 reminds us that all of
life. "sacred and secularl' must be
spiritual service for Christ (cf. Rom.
15:26-27: 2 Cor. 9:12-13). The rarious
words and contexts remind us of the
An x nr, "sacted and
seculat" must be
spiritual seruice
for Christ.
high calling that each believer has. For
in our sDiritual service we serve Him
who is not only High Priest but also
our great King (cf. Rev. 19:16).
J. S. Baxter tells the following story
concerning the eminent Scottish pro-
fesso4 Henry Drummond. When Henry
was a lad scarcely l0 yean of age, his
home village was preparing paper
streamers in honor of the soon arrival
of the queen. When the paper supply
began to grow scarcg young Drummond
was asked to go fetch some more. At
first he refused. But later he was seen
running at top speed to get the required
supplies. He changed his mind when
someone reminded him that even this
seemingly menial task was OHMS, "On
Her Majesty's Servicd' May we ever re-
mind ourselves that whatever we do rn
our service as ministers of Christ is
unto Him (col. 3:l -It's oHMS-'.On
His Maiestv's Service." I
50 FundomentolistJournql
SUCCESSFUL IEACHING IDEAS
by,David W. Chapman
' ( A :il' l:10",il:"il1i:';11:
V oh the problems that arise
when we try to "reison together" in a
Sunday school group discussion!
Group discussion is a method that
is usualiy tried experimentally and
then abandoned amid a myriad of ex-
cuses: "Things get out of hand too
quickly." "We never accomplish any-
thing." "Some people are conversation
hogs." "People get their feelings hurt."
On the list soes.
There arE many pitfalls on the way
to successful group discussion. Like
any cooperative enterprise, function-
ing in groups requires teamwork and
skilled leadershio. But even teachers
who have tried to conduct a discussion
and failed, admit that group discussion
offers many advantages over a tradi-
tional lecture format in the Sunday
school classroom.
Usually a more lively way of teach-
ing than a lecture, group discussion
promotes a sense of involvement and
belonging among the class members-
they seldom doze off. Questions often
arise that would never have occurred
in the lecture forgrat, giving the
teachers a more realistic view of the
class members' thoughts and feelings.
Most importantly, discussion empha-
sizes our relationship in the body of
Christ.
One of the keys to effective group
discussion is adeouate mental and
spiritual preparalion. Too often
discussion leaders assume that all they
must do is show up. But before the
Sunday school class meets, the teacher
should have given careful thought to
the topic of discussion and the ques-
tions he may wish to ask.
Preparlng for the dlscu$lon-Not
all topics lend themselves to classroom
discussion. Topics requiring extensive
background knowledge or research are
not suitable. Unless your students are
all Bible scholars, a discussion of
biblical prophecy or of Jewish customs
is likely to result only in shared igno-
rance. A good discussion topic draws on
the experience and interest of the
group members. A brief introduction
to the subject may help orient the
group members to the issues and pro-
vide a foundation for the discussion.
Discussion ouestions should not be
overly complex,-but hey should call for
more than a simple yes or no answer.
Avoid questions that merely ask for the
regurgitation of information already
given: "What is the Pentateuch?" "Who
followed Elijah as prophet in Israel?"
Recitation is a ooor excuse for discus-
sion. The best questions are openended
allowing for a variety of responses.
Leadlng th€ dbcusslon-leading a
discussion group is like trying to hold
a new puppy; hold on too tightly and
you smother it, too loosely and it
squirms out of your hand. Group
members will exoect the discussion to
take some form, with a definite end in
mind. Use your outline, but be open to
ideas that come up during the discus-
sion. If you feel the group is getting too
far afield, say something like, "That is
a good idea, but I think it deserves a
separate discussion." Then return to
the original question.
Try to maintain objectivity and
neutrality. Your status as the teacher
will often give so much weight to your
remarks that you preempt further
discussion. This does not mean you are
merely a casual observer. You must be
continually questioning, summarizing,
and asking for clarification. Your abil-
ity to listen carefully and analyze the
importance of what is being said will
be taxed to the limit. Do not be hesi-
tant to challenge a pat answer or to
question a hidden assumption. Be alert
for problems that are bound to arise
in any discussion situation.
Deallng wlth problems-Discussion
may lag in the opening stages, or in a
group accustomed to sitting quietly
through the Sunday school lesson. You
can help by creating a casual environ-
ment. Arrange the chairs in a circle, so
all the members can see one another
and less focus is placed on you. Be
positive in your responses to the con-
tributions made by the grcup mem-
bers. Try to rcstate the question or
offer a hvpothetical situation to con-
sider. If ali else fails, call on one of the
more self-assured members to re-
spond. Do not give up if your first
discussion session does not go well.
First discussions are often like first
dates-awkward.
You may experience the problem of
outspoken members who long to make
their opinions known. If anyone begins
to dominate the discussion, diplomati-
cally, but firmly, cut him off. Ideally,
every group mernber should participate
equally. Do not call on the more reti-
cent members. The pressure of speak-
ing in public is so frightening to some
people that they may never return. But
always try to leave openings for those
who have not contributed to the dis-
cussion, with questions like, "Does
someone else have anything to add?"
When you see the end of your time
approaching, wrap up the discussion
by summarizing what the group has
accomplished, indicating ways group
members may apply these new ideas.
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If you sense divisiveness in the
group, try to restore unity by pointfug
out :rreas of agr€enent and shifting the
discussion to a less controversial area.
The continuing harmonious relation-
ship of the group is more important
than making a point. Praying together
before and after the discussion is one
way of establishing an appropriate
atmosphere.
Cuiting off debate does not
necessarily guarantee orthodoxy of
opinion in your class. Many people will
listen silently to ideas that they neither
fully understand nor totally accept.
The gap between faith and life, be-
tween what is preached and what is
practiced, is painfully obvious to every
church worker.
In Philippians 2:2 Paul enjoins the
church to "be like-minded, having the
same love, being of one accord, of one
mind." Too often we fulfill this ad-
monition by ignoring our differences.
Establishing a fellowship of believers
requires that each member of the body
view himself as a significant in-
dividual, uniquely gifted by God, and
able to make valuable contributions to
the functioning of that body. Opening
up the Sunday school class to group
discussion is one means of making the
act of worship a communal enterprise.
I Davtd w. Chapnan is professor of
English and speech at fulington Baptist
College, Arlington, Texas. He holds an
M.A. from the University of Tulsa,
Oklahoma.
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PROFILE
ohn R. Evans works seven days
a week as a waste treatment
operator at the Lynchburg
Foundry. He also runs a 52-head cat-
tle farm. But what makes this 57-year-
old mountaineer unusual is that he
also pastors a country church full
time.
A native of Nelson County, Evans
started the Kingswood Baptist Church
in Arrington, Virginia, four years ago
with a nucleus of 7 people who met
regularly [or prayer and visitation.
Today the church averages 125 people
on Sundays and has had as many as
146 cram into its 16 pews.
Unlike most men entering the
ministrv. Evans made the decision to
become a preacher late in life. He was
saved at 36 and at 53 he enrolled in the
Institute of Biblical Studies of Liberty
Baptist College and Schools. He at-
tended classes during the day, worked
at the foundry on third shift from
10 p.m. to 6 a.m., and ran his cattle
farm sometime in between.
Several years ago Evans, a church
deacon and layman in the ministry at
the time, was invited to preach at a
revival in a Presbyterian church, and
it was then that he asked the Lord for
clear direction on full-time Christian
service. "God chased me a long time,
and I finally told Him to show me what
He wanted me to do. The second night
of the revival 7 people got saved-
God's nerfect number." Evans said.
"That'i when I made up my mind. I
preached six nights; 13 people were
saved and 5 rededicated their lives,
including the pastor of the church."
Evans began looking for a church
almost immediately, and on a visita-
tion call one day, "I saw a mountaineer
who told me about a church that had
closed down five or six years before.
When I walked up in the churchyard
I knew God wanted me there. The loy
of the Lord just came down. I went
home and told my wife, 'I found my
church,' and then showed it to her."
Evans said that as it turned out, he
knew the only living officer of the
Arrington church. They had been
schoolmates. He shared his testimony
with the man and asked if he could
have the key to the church. "He gave me
the key-God gave it to mej' Evans said.
Evans told how each Tuesday at
IBS the students had a time of testi
mony and sharing. "It was such a joy
to hold the kev uo in class that Tues-
day to share with-everyone that I had
a church."
Evans began knocking on every
door within 10 miles of the church, and
on February 15, 1981, he preached his
first sermon at Kingswood Baptist
Church. "A lot of people came out of
curiosity," he recalled. "A lot knew me
as a ball player and couldn't believe I
was preaching. The second Sunday, l7
or l8 walked the aisle."
Evans still works full time at the
foundry on the night shift. And for the
last seven years has worked seven days
a week, sometimes foregoing vacations
and holidays because the company
needed him.
He has manifested that same dedi-
cat ion in  h is  min is t ry .  This  spr ing
marks 30 years at the foundry for
Evans, and he will retire from his job
as a waste treatment operator to give
his full attention to the church and to
establishing sister churches along the
Blue Ridse Mountains.
Of thi four services each week
(Sunday morning, Sunday night, Tues-
day night prayer meeting, and Wednes-
day night Bible study), Evans feels the
strength and success of his ministry lie
in the Tuesday night prayer meetings,
held in the homes of church members.
"I'll never forget that first Saturday
night in a house back in the hills on a
dirt road where we had our first
prayer meeting with 7 people. My
church is strong because of our prayer
meetings," he said. "I've taught my peo
ple to pray. We start every Sunday
school class in nraver and each child
prays. If I want-someone to dismiss a
service in prayer I can call on any of
25 people."
John Evans
Retirement Plans Include No Plans for Retirement
by Michele Pince
t-
"ff *,o ever going to win this country we'll
never win it in Washington, we'll never win it in the
schools, we've got to win it in churches."
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Kingswood Baptist Church is also
friendly, and the warmth the people
exude is built upon their unity as a con-
gregation and the example set by their
pastor. Church members greet each
other with warm handshakes and
hugs, and visitors are personally
welcomed by each member. The aura
is that of a geniune love. "A church is
no stronger than its pastor," Evans
said. "I taught my people to love one
another. The thing I dwell on mostly is
to know your people-be close enough
to let them tell you their problems so
you can get in and help them. Show the
people you care for them so they won't
be afraid-be a part of them." The love
of the people for John Evans is un.
daunted, even by his sometimes trong
preaching. "I know my people," he
said. "I work with them and we grow
together. I preach directly to the prob-
lems I know are going on. Sometimes
my preaching may be a little strong;
some may leave, but I feel I have a
stronger church by doing it."
Evans said preaching a sermon is
like working eight hours. "It takes
everything right out of you-you're
tired. I'm just as tired as I could be
right now," he said late on a Wednes-
day night in his office at the foundry.
"I never know what it's like for my
body to be rested-I go on with the
strength God gives me."
On Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednes-
day evenings Evans goes home from
church to change clothes and get a bite
to eat, and then he goes to work at the
foundry for eight hours. On other
nights he tries to get home early
enough to sleep three or four hours
before going to work. But Evans main-
tains that. "Nobodv in the world has
a better job. Thereis no hard labor-I
listen for the pipes and pumps, occa-
sionally run tests, and feed the chemi-
cals into the water. I sive the com-
pany an honest day's wo=rk. I put good
water in the river, but once I leave here
at 6 a.m., I leave this place behind."
And in comparison to his job as a full-
time pastor, the job at the foundry
could be considered part time.
Among the various programs of
Kingswood Baptist Church are a bus
ministry, with five vans transporting
some 45 people to each service from as
far as 40 miles away; five Sunday
school classes from nursery through
adult; a puppet ministry, conveying the
gospel to children, shut-ins, and nurs-
ing home residents; and a missionary
program that supports three mis-
sionaries. Evans also makes visitation
calls, meeting the needs of people in
his community and several other coun-
ties in central Virginia.
His vision is to add 300 members
to Kingswood Baptist Church, and he
has already made plans to expand the
church auditorium to accommodate
the expected growth. "My goal is to
reach everyone in Amherst, Nelson,
Appomattox, Albemarle, and Buck-
ingham Counties," he said. That is a
total of some I 09,000 people, for whom
Evans would eventually like to start
churches in each of the resDeclive
counties. "I want to do it like Paul did."
Evans's ultimate goal is to win this
country to Christ. "If we're ever going
to win this country we'll never win it
in Washington, we'll never win it in the
schools, we've got to win it in churchesl'
And Evans believes that throush hard
work and prayer it can be doie. "I'm
a strong prayer warrior. I know God
answers and He answers now."
Evans is confident because he has
seen his own prayers answered in
astonishing ways. As he looks back
over the past few years, he is over-
whelmed by what God has done
throueh a cattle farmer who was will-
ing tolbey and be dedicated to Him.
"It's like a dream," he said. "It seems
like it all happened yesterday-
everything looks like it was just put in
its place, even the way the church was
given to me."
Though Evans will retire from the
foundry, he does not intend to slow
down. In many ways, his ministry will
just be beginning. The first thing he
wants to do after he leaves the foundry
is start another church and, one by
one, help young preachers get
established in the ministry.
"I'm no quitter. I don't quit," Evans
said. "I'm going to retire from Lynch-
burg Foundry, but never from the
pulpit. I'm going to be preaching a
right good while-unless the Rapture
comes."
I Mlchele Prlnce is a free-lance writer
in Lynchburg, Virginia.
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MINISTRY UPDATE
Jery Falwell Live on WTBS
Each weeb every person
in America now has t}e oo
portuity to ask Jerry Falwe-ll
anything. "Jerry Falwell Live"
is a new television program
aidng on Superstation WTBS
Sunday wanings at 11:05 p.rn
EST. The show airs coast-tc
coast and offers a call-in
segrnent allowing interested
people to talk with Jerry
Falwell on live television.
The program originates
from Dr. Falwell's office in
Lynchburg and is co-hosted
by Cal Thomas. Falwell and
Thomas first discuss current
events and contemporary
issues and later handle calls
from the telenhone lines.
The show, whiih has been
described as "new and defi-
nitely different" premiered
on January 27, 1985.
During each program
Falwell addresses a single
social, moral, political, or
ethical issue such as abor-
tion, alcoholism, nuclear
proliferation, or homosex-
uality. "This will give us the
opportunity to conftont each
bv Kimberlv Valcanoff
- 
After completing graduate
studies at the Medical Col-
lege of Ohio in Toledo, Dr.
Gregg Albers became the
campus phlsician at LBC He
is a member of the American
Board of Family Practice
Dr. Albers wants to be
more than a campus doctor,
and he is actively involved
with the students He and his
wife, Andrea. serve as one of
the teams of dorm oarents
who have a specific ministry
of personal encouragement
to the students, becoming
issue and discuss the cor-
responding ramificationsj'
stated Falwell. "It's a new ex-
perience, and one I've never
tried before on a regular
basisl'
CATENDAR
February
21-24-College lor a Weekend
22-Dallas Holm Concert,
LBC Multipurpose
Center
March
l-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Oxlord. Unitersity
7-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Clemson University,
Strom Thurmond
Institute
8-17-LBC Sping Break
10-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Bethel Baptist Church,
Amherst, Virginia
13-Dr. Falwell speaks at
the Rabbinical
Assembly, Miami
Beach, Floida
20-Dr Falwell speaks at
First Baptist Church,
Modesto, Calilomia
25-Dr. Falwell speaks at
Rothesay Baptist Church,
New Brunswick, Canatla
29-Dr. Falwell speaks at
the Alabama Iubilee,
Gadsden, Alabama
Aprll
I l-l4-College for a Weekend
LBC Sping Arts Festiral
Dr. Gregg Albers Is More Than a Physician
essentially "parents away
from homel'
In addition. Dr. Albers is
involved in implementing a
unique "wellness" plan into
student body life "My whole
heartbeat is discipleship, and
I believe that wellness is ac-
tually a form of discipleship,
tooj' he sayq "because if one
is not physically well, he has
a harder time ministering
spiritually."
The program focuses on
all aspects of health-phys i-
cal, emotional, and spiritual.
As an initial step in bringing
awareness to personal health,
Dr. Albers held a "Wellness
Day'' during the fall semester.
Students were given informa-
tion on health and had the
opportunity to take their
blood pressure, measure their
heart rate and fat content, and
analrrze their diet and erarcise
habits. tocal fitness centers
participated by demonstrat-
rng new.exerclses ano exer-
crse equrpmenl
As a follow-up to Wellness
Day, Dr. Albers has periodi-
cally had fliers and updates
on wellness distributed
through the dorms, and he
does a short radio spot on
WRVL called "Health Jour-
nall' His focus on the DrG
gram is to keep people in-
formed on the latest health-
related issues.
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Liberty Recruiters hrcpared to Represent LBC
They are not representing
the Army, the Navy, or the
NFL; Jerry Whitehunt, Susan
Cole, and Wendy Bowyer arc
rccruiters for Liberty Baptist
College Their primary aim is
to pr€sent high school stu-
dents with information about
Liberty and answer their
college-related questions.
What is involved in re-
cruitment? Travel! All three
Liberty recruiters travel to
college fairs in both public
and private high schools.
Often they visit three fairs a
day--one in the morning, one
at lunch, and one in the eve-
ning. Once there, the recruit-
ers set up a display in the
gymnasium, usually with
many other college recruit-
ers, and pr€sent literature to
intercsted students. Students
talk with the college repre-
sentatives, ask questions,
and fill out cards requesting
more information and a col-
lege catalog. "The high inter-
est level among high school-
aged youth is very encourag-
ing considering that LBC. is
a very morar, conservallve
Christian collegel' sals Wendy
Uberty biolory professors
Jim Hall and Lane kster re-
cently visited the archaeolog-
ical dig at the Paluxy River
in Glen Rose. Texas. Thev
worked closely with Cail
Baugh, a well-known archae-
ologist studying the site full
time
This dig is important to
creationists because human
and dinosaur bones harc been
found in the same strata.
Evolutionists believe dino.
saurs existed several million
years before humans; ther€-
fore they have claimed that
the Paluxy River findings are
false. But in iust 27 months
of excalation, Baugh has un-
covered 16l dinosaur and
human tracks in the same
$ FundomentqlislJournol
Bowyer, Liberty's newest
recrulter.
The LBC recruiters have
a more involved presentation
for Christian high schools.
They are often invited to an
assembly of high school
juniors and seniors where
they show a l0-minute video
taped overview of Liberty's
academiq social, and athletic
prcgftrms. A question-and-
answer time about dorm lifg
dress code. financial aid. and
guidelines at Liberty usually
closes the presentation,
'As a Liberty graduate,"
says Susan Cole, "I realize
how crucial this formal pre-
sentation about LBC can- be.
When I stand before a group
of high school juniors and
Jerry
seniors, I understand that I
may be the only representa-
tion of Liberty Baptist College
these students will ever see.
That is a tremendous incen-
tive to be as prepared and
proficient as I can possibly
bel'
College recruiten are busy
year round. In just three fall
months, Liberty's recruiters
traveled to 72 cities in 24
states and spoke to 106 guid-
ance counselors, 25 admin-
istrators. and over 1.314
students who were actively
interested in attending Lib-
eny. Among the cities visited
were Chattanooga, Kansas
City, Detroit, Anaheim, San
Diego Baltimore, Miami,
Chicagq Memphis, Philadel-
phia, and Washington, DC.
While in Lynchburg, the
recruiters talk with prospec-
tive students and find an-
swen for their questions on
anything from curriculun to
special activities. They also
work with the Visitols Center
in the administration build-
ing on Uberty Mowtah Owr
200 visitors a week tour the
center and the colleee.
Jerry Whitehurs-t says,
"Liberty is an exciting col-
lege, and I'm pleased to be
able to tell other students
about it. I'm finding that
Liberty has a good reputa.
tion wherever I travel, and
students want to be a Dart of
this growing and prog-ressive
school."
Susan ColeWhitehurst Wendy Bowyer
LBC Professors Visit Archaeological Dig
rock layers. The LBC pro-
fessors are excited about the
discoveries.
Dinosaur bones have also
been found in the area, and
two additional dinosaurs
were found iust before lester
and Hall's visit. Iast summer
Hall uncovered two human
footprints in the same slab
with four dinosaur tracks,
The Liberty professors
were allowed to bring dino-
saur bones, a rib cagq and
other Cretaceous material to
Liberty Baptist College, for
further testing at the
Smithsonian Institution.
lane kster is the director of
Liberty's Center for Creation
Studies; Hall is the associate
director.
FACE THE FACIS
A Taste of Victory
lanned Parenthood is taking a
new approach. You've got to
admit it is creatile. Does Plarured
Parenthood take the overwhelrning vic-
tory achieved by Ronald Reagan lying
down? Not on your life. The organrza-
tion has taken out full-page ads in the
New York Times, Washington Post, ti
other influential newspapen. The head-
line says, "If you voted against President
Reagan and disagree with him on abor-
tion, we need you nowl' That sort of
limits the pool of potential supporters
right there, doesn't it?
The ad says the President wants to
rcturn us to the days of back-alley abor-
tions. There's that phrase again. If you
protect the lives of babies, people will
have to kill them in alleys instead of in
abortion clinics wherc Planned Par€nt-
hood stands to make money. PP gets
nothing from the alley franchise.
Then there is this marvelous line:
"The fight will be harder over the nexr
four years because the forces that want
to turn the clock back can virtually
taste victory." You bet we can, PP.
Continues the ad, "To keep abortion
safe and legal" (safe for everybody but
the baby and many times the mother,
who suffers physical and emotional
by Cal Thomas
trauma) "will take money to organize,
lobby, and educate the public. Don't let
a noisy minority pretend the President's
mandate includes robbing you of your
freedom."
The ad carries the now obligatory
disclaimer: "This advertisement has
been paid for with private contribu-
tions." Sure they have. And it's no won
der when PP receives so much money
from federal grants and through tax
subsidies. They would naturally have
money left over to run ads like this. I
could run prclife ads if someone would
contribute money to me that might go
tor my mortgage payments.
Their fight is going to be harder
over the next four years-a lot harder-
because more and more informatron
about what goes on inside the mother
during development and during an
abortion is being discovered. The more
that is discovered, the weaker Planned
Parenthmd's case gets. The more uomen
speak out about exploitation, the weaker
Planned Parenthood's case gets. As soon
as the public can see pictures of what
happens during an abortion, Planned
Parenthood's case will evaporate. Who
knows, they might even run out of
money for full-page newspaper ads.l
Starting
a Christian
school?
We've been helping Chris-
tian schools with textbooks,
curriculums, and teacher
training for over 16 years.
We'd like to be of help to you
as you begin your Christian
school. Over 16,000 Chris-
tian schools across America
have put their confidence in
A Belia Book. You can too.
Write today for your free
caraloa.
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BIBLE STUDY
Deute*ronomy
Zi everal examoles let us knt-rw
\ thut the BooL of Deuteronomy
\J is especially loved by the Saviour
and particularly hated by the Devil.
First, our Inrd began His ministry by
quoting from Deuteronomy on three oc-
casions to successfully refute three
vicious temptations by the Devil. Com-
pare Matthew 4:4 with Deuteronomy 8:3;
Matthew 4:7 with Deutemnomy 6:16; and
Matthew 4:10 with Deuteronomy 6:13.
The book of Deuteronomy is second
only to Isaiah in its majestic descrip-
tion of both the Person and olan of
God. In fact, in a single chaptei Moses
summarized God's divine Person, plan
for and ministry to Israel.
God's Person-"Hear, O Israel: the
Iord our God is one lord (6:4).
God's plan-Israel's ministry to
Since 1952, 0verhollzer
people lo be cornlortable
growth. Let us help you.
has been helping
Ior their Spkitual
OVERHOLTZER
by Harokl L. Willmington
God. Israel was to love the God of the
Word. "And thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mighf' (6:5).
They were to love the Word of God.
"And these words, which I command
thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou
risest uo. And thou shalt bind them for
a sign upon thine hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes. And
thou shalt write them upon the posts
of thy houss and on thy gates" (6:6-9).
God's ndnlstry to Israel-"And he
brought us out from thence, that he
might bring us in, to give us the land
which he sware unto our fathen" (6:23).
In the next chapter, Cod expiains
the reason behind His gracious ministry
to Israel. "The Inrd did not set his love
upon you, nor choose you, because ye
were more in number than any people;
for ye were the fewest of all people: But
because the lord loved you, and be-
cause he would keep the oath which he
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the
lord brought you out of a mighty hand,
and redeemed you out of the house of
bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt" (7:7-8).
Deuteronomy was one of the first
books to be attacked ulder the guise
of higher criticism at the end of the
nineteenth century. Deuteronomy is far
more than a mere reDetition of the Law
of Moses. It is rather a rehearsal and
reminder of that Law, for many of the
younger Israelites had never heard it
before, having been born since Mount
Sinai. In Genesis we read of Israel's
election. In Exodus, of her redemption.
In leviticus, of her sanctification. In
Numbers, of her direction. In Deuter-
onomv. of her instruction.
Deuteronomy includes the second
of two important conditional covenants
in the Bible given by God to man. The
first was the Edenic, promising Adam
fruitfulness for obedience, and death
for disobedience (G en. l:26-31; 2:15-17\.
The second was the Palestinian Cove-
nant, pmmising Israel permanent status
in the land for obedience, and captivity
for disobedience (Deut. 28:1-30:20).
Deuteronomy lists four key prophe-
cies: the victorious entrance of Israel
under Joshua into Canaan (7:2;9:l-3;
3l:3,5); the sin of Israel while in the
land (31:16-18,20,29); the exile from the
Iand (4:26-28; 7:4; 8:19,20; 28:36,41,49-50,
53,64); and the return of Israel back to
the land (4:29; 30:1-3,10).
Here we also read of the first of-
ficial promise by God to provide kings
to rule over Israel (17:14-20). Further-
more, in the next chapter (18:15-19) the
first prediction of Christ's prophetic
ministry is given. Prior to this, both his
kingship (Gen. 49:10) and priesthood(Gen. 14:18-20) had been alluded to.
The three words do, keep, and, ob-
se^)e are found 177 times in Deuter-
onomy. Moses, like James, desired that
Israel "lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls. But be
ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves" (James
l:21-22\.
The Book of Deuteronomy says, in
effect, to Israel, look back, look in, look
up look forward, and (lest you sin) look
out! The book closes with the second
of two great prcphetical blessings upon
each of the 12 tribes of Israel. (Compare
Gen. 49 with Deut. 33). Deuteronomy is
the eighth longest book in the Bible,
with 34 chapters, 959 verses, and 28,461
words. It is ouoted from or alluded to
208.times in 21 New Testament books.
The events span approximately one
month (1405 BC.).
I Adapted from l{illmington's Visual-
ized Study Bible O 1984 Tyndale House
Publishers.
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NEWS
Bombine Clinics Causes Conflict
Wthfn holife Movement
ust last year Sharon Codispoti
was one of the most dynamic and
visible leaders of the proJife
movement in Everett, Washington.
She organized protests ,  led
picketing, and became a respected
spokesman for  area pro- l i fers .
Weekly-sometimes daily-Codispoti
led her cohorts to rally against
Everett's first abortion clinic, the
Feminis t  Women's Heal th Cenrer ,
which opened in August 1983.
But Codispoti's proJife activities
no longer appear on television, radio,
or in newspapers. She seldom goes to
churches trumpeting her prolife cause
anymore. And she is never seen pro-
testing at abortion clinics.
Codispoti, for the time being, is tak-
ing a backseat in the pro-life move-
menl .  Her  work is  now l imi ted to wr i t -
ing letters, counseling women over the
telephone, and making a few public
speaKlng engagements.
She admitted, "I'm not doing a
whole lo t  r ight  now. . . .  I 've pul led
back for a while."
Codispoti's disillusionment with
the pro-life movement came to a head
last year after a number of area pro-
life members voiced moral suppori for
Curtis Anton Beseda, a 29-year-old
roofer who was convicted last Novem-
ber of fireboming the Everett abofiion
clinic three times.
The firebombings, which occurred
in December 1983, and again in March
and April 1984, resulted in the clinic's
having to shut its doors-no insurance
company, reportedly, would take the
risk of insuring the clinic.
According to Codispoti, some grass.
root prGlile members are cominq close
to endorsing the clinic bombings by
saying "it's all right to resort to violence
and. i l legal  acr iv i ry"  as a sr rategy [or
crostng aDonlon c l ln lcs.
Codispoti said Beseda has developed
somewhat of a followine in Everett.
"There is a group out here-who is really
delending his actions-a group of peo-
p le you might  ca l l  h is  to l lowing."  she
SEATTLE (UPII-Curtis Beseda being
escolted Jrom a lederal coufthouse tnSeattle after /eceiying a 20-year
sentence lor arson.
said, "I personally do not agree with
what Curt Beseda did. I don't think
that we need to resort to bombing or
setting fires to clinics."
The Beseda ffair severely damaged
Codispoti's relationship with ihe pralife
movement. How could she, a highly visi-
ble leader in the prolife movement, dis-
associate herself from the bombings if
certain prelife members were going to
"sanction the bombings?" They have
misrepresented her position," said one
observer. "And I think she feels she was
kind of used."
Kurt Vanderhoff, an attorney and
president  of  Washington 's  most
established prolife group, Human Life,
described Codispoti as an exrremely
sensitive and lovely lady" who has had
to battle continually between "who was
going to be the leader and who is going
to run things at the Everett clinic,"
But the debate in Washington state
is not whether Codispoti has been
abused by certain prolife members, but
whether Cun Beseda is the movement's
new hero or villain.
Vanderhoff described Beseda as a
"very polite, personable person."
"He's a dedicated, motivated person
who seemed extremely frustrated over
the facl that abortions seemed to con-
tinue to expand and more and more
children are being destroyed, "
Vanderhoff said.
Another proJife activist, Dottie
Roberts, described Beseda as "very intel-
ligent." "He's a very spiritually sound,
intelligent young man. He is everyrhing I
would want in a son," the 49-yearold
grandmother said. In fact Mrs. Roberts(perhaps one of the most forceful and
controversial pro-life figures in
Washington) lamented, "I feel like I lost
a son over this-that's how I feel." But
Beseda simply described himself as a
person who at least at times tried to
please God."
Sentenced to prison in December,
Beseda said he set fires to the Evereu
clinic because Proverbs 24:ll grves
Christians a mandate to rescue those
who are being put to death. Detailing his
story, Beseda said he became involved
in the protests against he Everett clinic
in October 1983 after his brother's
friend called him on the phone and "told
me what was going on."
"l went down the next Saturday, saw
the picketing, and from that time on
until the facility was finally closed I was
down there every Saturday-and I be-
lieve every day-withoul exceptiurs,
Beseda said-
Within two months, Beseda said
abortion finally "impacted" him that
''ftheyl were actually kill ing people."
Picketirg, he then realized, was not
the solution to ending abonion. Wield-
ing a sign does nothing to stop the abor-
tionist from wielding his scalpel. "ff
your mother were beine killed, and she
hadn t done anything io deserve that,
you probably wouldn't stand there fwith
a signl. You'd probably do everyrhing
you could to make sure she wasn t pul
to death." Picketins allows" peoole to
be put to death, Biseda said.'
"The only option that was immedi
ately present was setting fires to that
clinic.... So I did that, as soon as
possible."
Reflecting, Beseda said, "l made a
decision right before Thank-sgiving rhar
r, n tact. \tas golng lo set a lire and slop
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C,ounselinq
toward e
Holiness
" . . . holiness is a neglected prioritg of the modern church . . .
a fading glorg in the eoangelicat uorld . . ."
J. L Packer
lf you want to continue to neglect
holy living, don't come to CCEF,S
Bth annual Summer lnstitute of
Pastoral Studies. tsut if you want
to be challenged to live a more
godly life personally and to learn
how to counsel others toward
greater holiness, then don r
stay awayl
In  Phi ladetphia
JuneS-7, l9AE
In San Diego
June 10- 14.  1985
The Chr is t ian  Counse l ing  & Ecuca-
tional Foundation sponsors these
week-long courses of over forty class-
room hours specifically to train the
Christian pastor, counselor anq ac,
tive lay person to use the Bible with
conf idence,  to  min is te r  sk i l l fu l t y  to
people with problems as well as to ex-
amine the i r  own l i ves .
I985 CURRICULUM
Dr. Jay E. Adams, noted author and Dean ol
the Christ ian Counseling & Educational
Foundation, wi l l  lecture throughout the week
on Counseling tuinciples in lll John.
Dr. J,l. Packer, Professor of Historical and
Systemalic Theology at Regent College,
Vancouver, Bri t ish Columbia, wi l l  lecture on
the "HapW" Side ol Sanctitication.
Dr Edward T. Welch, lecturer at CCEF and
Westminster Theological Seminary, wi l l
discuss Christ ian counseling with people
exhibit ing bizaf re behavior.
Dr. John F, Betl ler, Director ol the Christ ian
Counseling & Educational Foundation, wi l l
present an update on Holiness and the
Prcblem of Selt-lmage.
Dr. Wayne A. Mack, respected author and
counseting supervisor at the Christ ian
Counseling & Educational Foundation, wi l l
present in lhe evenings an in-depth
lntrcduction to Biblical Counselina at the
Philadelphia sessions
Rev. George C. Scipione, Director ol CCEF in
San Diego, will leach lntroduction to Bibhcat
Counseling there.
David A.C. Powlison, Ph.D. candidate and
lecturer at CCEF and Westminsler Seminarv.
wifl leciure on Discipteship taining to profi;te
Peer Counseling in the Local Chutch.
For more infornation and registetion mateial, ptease
Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation
I 79O East Willow Crove Avenue, Laverock, pA l9l l8 . lZt S) AA4-7676
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the killing at that particular facility."
Two weeks later, using a "flammable
liquid," Beseda broke a window and set
the clinic afire. Virtually all the clinic's
equipment was destroyed, including a
vacuum aspirator, an autoclave that
sterilizes instruments, tubing, gloves,
oxygen masks, and much more-almost
$40,000 in damages.
Though admittedly scared ("Because
I might get caught"), Beseda said he did
not struggle with his decision at all.
"God doesn't associate a difference be-
tween your mother or any other inno-
cent p€rson. He loves them all equally
the same....I didn't have any struggle
in terms of whether this was right or
wrong.
But what about damage to the
property?
"Children are more irnportant than
proPeny per se."
And what if an innocent person was
hun, or killed, during the firebombing?
'At each time, the particular mill
was totally dark. So it was fairly ap-
parent that no one should be down
therel'
But what if they were?
"There is always a 'what if' factor,"
he said, adding that 'what ifs' are fairly
small.
"And there is a certain thing that's
going to happen if the facility is allowed
to continue on. We know that the next
day, or soon anyrvay, within a week,
more children, more innocent human
beings are going to be put to death there.
And that is nol a 'what if.' "
Beseda said the firebombings have
"accomplished a lot." The clinic is still
closed, so "lives are being saved." And
the bombings have forced society to
question whether the taking of iffiocent
human life should be legally permitted.
One year after his first bombing (he
set fire to the Everett clinic three times,
and once to a Bellingham clinic), and
alter suflering arrest, trial, and convic-
tion, and now having been sentenced
to prison, Beseda still maintains, "I don't
have any guilty feelings."
Should he?
Said Mr. Vanderhoff, "We are not
judgmental against people who see no
other recourse than doing these things."
(Vanderhoff pointed out, however, that
his organization either encourages nor
participates in violence against abortion
clinics-"the ultimate violence.")
Said Mrs. Roberts, "I'll let God be
the judge of  that . . . . I  wi l l  not  judge
Curt.... And I will not question his
spirituality."
Said Mrs. Codispoti, "We have a pro
life President. We can still work through
the legislature. There are many things
we can still do to work toward saving
lives without bombing, withour terroriz-
ing people."
"These people will stop at absolutely
nothing to stop fabortion]," she said.
"And I think that's what we really need
to consider and pray about. How far are
we willing to go and really search our
Bibles and really understand what the
lord says about all this."
Could it be, after years of protesting,
some people have already searched and
prayed?
Said Beseda, "For Christians there's
a mandate that they should not allow an
innocent person to be pul to dealh....
The Bible doesn't say it's an option to
save those who are being led away to
death. It's a commandment."
With this said, just one week later,
Beseda was "led away" to serve 20 years
in federal prison.
I Martin Mawyer
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BEL AIR, Md. (RNS)-A Southern
Baptist congregation in Maryland has
revoked the ordination of a minister
after it learned he is a homosexual.
Brian Scott, 29, was graduated fmm
the Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in lnuisville, Kentucky, in Decem-
ber 1980. He was ordained a month
later by Calvary Baptist Church in Bel
Air and was appointed to its staff.
After Scott became involved with
the Gay-ksbian Christian Fellowship
of Waldorf, Maryland, in 1982, Calvary
asked him to return his ordination
papers. He declined, and another such
reouest was made last October. When
he refused for the second time, the con-
gregation held a meeting December 16,
1984, and voted ll2-2 to revoke his
ordination.
James R. Cole, Calvary's pastor
since April 1984, told RNS that Southem
Baptists consider ordination "the recog-
nition of the person's statement that he
feels called oi God to the ministry:' He
said that while the congrcgation "can-
not say that Brian is not called of God,
we definitely made a mistake in judg-
ment" at the time he was ordained.
Cole said Scott had said he was not
a practicing homosexual. He said the
revoking of his ordination was based
on his teaching that "there is nothing
wrcng with practicing homosexualityl'
Crratlon-Sclence Law
Struck Do! 'n
Federal Judge Adrian Duplantier of
New Orleans has struck down the na-
tion's only creation-science law.
Duplantier ruled that Louisianas
"Balance Treatment Act" is unconstitu-
tional because it "involves teachins
'tailored to the principles' of a particul
lar religious sect or groups of sects."
The l98l law, which was never en-
forced, would have required public
schools to give equal treatment-but
not necessarily equal time-to crcation-
science and evolution-science.
State Senator Bill Keith, sponsor of
the law said the "Balance Treatment
Act" was needed because public school
teachers "are teaching our children
they came from monkeys, and there's
not one shred of scientific proof that
levolution] ever took place."
Duplantier struck down the law
saying "it promotes the beliefs of some
theistic sects to the detriment of others,
the statute violates the fundamental
First Amendment principle that a state
must be neutral in its treatment of
relieions."
Duplantier, who decided against
holding a trial on the law's merits, ex-
plained, "We decline to put the people
of louisiana to the very considerable,
needless expense of a protracted triall'
Judge Duplantier became the coun-
try's second federal judge, the other be-
ing William Overton in Arkansas, to
strike down a state's creation-science
law. Both judges were appointed by
former President Jimmy Carter.
, 
The state is expected to appeal the
oeclslon.
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procreation by third parties as im-
moral and irreligious. Supporting his
arsuments with references from Plato
as-well as the encyclical "Humanae
Vitae," Monsignor Carlo Caffarra, a
commentator close to Pope John Paul
ll, condemned all those who engage in
surrogate parenthood. The article
referred specificallv to the Iatest con-
troversy involving asurrogate mother,
Kim Cotton in Britain, who received a
considerable sum of money for her ser-
vices in giving birth to the child of
another couDle.
Eighth Faith Assembly Member
Indlcted in Chlld's Death
WARSAW Ind (RNSFAnother mem-
ber of the controversial Faith Assembly
church has been indicted in the death
of a child. Barbara Irwin was indicted
for reckless homicidg criminal reck-
lessness, and neglect of a dependent, in
the death of her son, 6-weekold Joseph
Irwin. The child died November 21,
1984, at home and was bmught to the
Kosciusko Community Hospital when
the mother was unable to locate the
listing for the county coroner in the
phone book.
Hobart Freeman, who founded the
sect 20 years ago, died in December.
The deaths of approximately 90 Faith
Assembly members and their children
may be a result of his teachings.
Carl Mclntire School Loses
Licensing Battle with New Jersey
WASHINGTON RNS)-A small
New Jersey school founded by right-
wing radio preacher Carl Mclntire lost
its final bid to become a degree-
granting institution when the U.S.
Supreme Court let stand lower rulings
upholding state officials' right to
Iicense all colleges and universities
under their jurisdiction. Shelton Col-
lege of Cape May, New Jersey, failed
to convince the high court that the
New Jersey State Board of Higher
Education violated its free exercise of
religion by first reviewing, then cancel-
ing, the school's ability to grant
bachelor of arts degrees. The revoca-
tion came after the state agency deter-
mined that the college was not meeting
minimum educational standards.
WHEAI0N, IIl. (RNS)-A 7-Eleven
convenience store here has withdrawn
all the pornographic magazines it
had previously carried, in response to
protests organized by neighborhood
churches. The First Baptist Church of
Wheaton led an economic boycott of
the store that included picketing by the
church's youth group. Members of the
Wheaton Bible Church, the First Church
of the Assembly of God and College
Church also signed petitions supporting
the boycott.
7-Eleven Store Removes
Masazlnes After Churches Protesr
Christian Mother Denled
Care of Son
SAN DIEGO-A suDerior court
ordered a l3-vear-old bov to remain rn
a foster home rather than be returned
to either his Christian mother or homo-
sexual father.
In a nationally publicized custody
case, Judge Judith McConnell said
Brian Batey would be in "grave danger"
if returned to his mother, Betty l,ou,
because she allows the boy to make
major decisions and she looks to him
as "her orotectorl'
Judgi McConnell also refused to
give custody of the child to Brian's
homosexual father. Frank. because the
boy might run away. "The evidence is
clear that the father is defensive about
his lifestvle. and threats that Brian has
made to run awav if olaced with his
father must be tikerr seriously," she
ruled. Both parents will be permitted
to visit the child at the foster hourc.
The custody case gained national
attention last April when Mrs. Batey,
39, was sentenced to jail for kidnapping
the bov in Septernber 1982. Brian told
his mother that he did not want to live
with his homosexual father.
After a l9-month oolice chase-
taking her through Teias, Oklahoma,
[.ouisiana. Arkansas. and Colorado-
Mrs. Batey gave herself up to FBI of-
ficials in Denver.
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WASHINGION-More than 30 reli-
gious, conservative, and student groups
have coalesced to return voluntarv
prayer to public schools.
The groups have a new strategy:
Rather than promoting the need for
prayer in the public schools, they will
promote a "student's right" to pray
voluntarily.
Said Moral Majority's legislative
director, Roy Jones, who will head the
coalition, "Voluntary school prayer
must be transformed into a students'
rights issue. We must talk more about
the rights of students to choose to par-
ticipate or not to participate, rather
than the actual need for praver in our
schools.
"School prayer must become a pro-
student, prGchoice issue."
Among its strategies this year, the
coalition will hold public hearings
across the country where students will
testify and "bring to the forefront"
cases of religious repression in the
public schools.
The coalition plans to use these
testimonies in 1986 to lobby Consress
[or a constitutional praver ahendi.r.nt.
Coalltlon Wlll Promote
Student Rights
New Babv Doe Rules
WASHINGTONJhe U. S. Depan-
ment of Health and Human Servrces
has put into effect new Baby Doe regu-
lations designed to protect the lives of
handicapped infants.
Based on a law signed by President
Reagan in October 1984, the regula-
tions r€quir€ doctors to treat handi-
capped newborns regardless of their
"potential quality of lifeJ'
The regulations, however, do allow
doctors to terminate health care if the
child is "irreversibly comatose," or if
treatment would be "merely pmlonging
dying," or "be virtually futile in terms
of survival."
Only the American Medical Associa-
tion, which is threatening to challenge
the regulations in court, has expressed
opposition to the new Baby Doe rules.
Congress passed the law in October
as a result of growing reports that
doctors-pediatricians in particular-
were allowing some handicapped
infants to die because they lacked
certain mental or physical qualities.
The law requires state child protec-
tion agencies to prcmptly investigate all
suspected cases of medical neglect and,
if necessary to appoint a legal guard-
ian for the child, for courtordered
treatment.
HHS, which is responsible for estab
lishing regulations for enforcing the
new law, issued the Baby Doe regula-
tions, now defining the "withholding of
medically indicated treatment" as a
form of child abuse.
The rcgulations state that trcatment
decisions must be "made by a reason-
ably prudent phlsician, knowledgeable
about the case and the trcatment Dossi-
bilities with respect to the medical con-
ditions involvedl'
Most significantly, the regulations
state that treatment decisions are "not
to be based on subjective 'quality of
life' or other abstract conceDts."
Abortlon Cllnic Drops
lawsult Against Protesters
YORK Pa. ENSFIn a major victory
for free speech and the right of peace-
ful protest, a Pennsylvania abortion
clinic has dropped efforts to prevent
picketing by anti-abortion demonstra-
tors at its facility.
The Hillcrest Women's Medical Cen-
ter of York. and its owner, Dr. Michael
A. Jackson, of Washington, DC., have
dropped a lawsuit that would have
prevented picketing at the abortion
clinic by anti-abortion groups.
The demonstrators, members of
Pennsylvanians for Human Life, say
they are resuming their pmtests at the
clinic. They have been joined by mem-
bers of the National Organization for
Women, who are demonstrating in sup
oort of the clinic.
- 
According to Susan Karlovich, presi-
dent of the York chapter of Pennsyl-
vanians for Human Life, and her lawyer,
William B. Ball, the dropping of the
suit represents a major constitutional
victory for freedom of speech and the
right to protest abortion.
"I think this is a real vindication of
the rights of people to peacefully dem-
onstrate against something they think
is morally abhorrent," said Ball. Mrs.
Karlovich said the charges filed against
he4 a neighbor; and the York and Harris-
burg chapters of Pennsylvanians for
Human Life were baseless. "They were
an attempt to scare us, to intimidate
us," she said. "In a sense, I'm disap-
pointed the suit was dropped. Our right
to picket would have been even more
strongly vindicated by the court." I
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Falwell Debates Kennedy
on Issues of the Eighties
And that is: We are freeborn Americans
and we are charged with the responsi-
bility of keeping this the bastion of
freedom at any price."
WASHINGTON-AI the February
meeting of the National Religious
Bmadcasters Convention in Washington,
Senator Edward Kennedy and Reverend
Jerry Falwell exchanged courtesies and
debated their opposing views on various
matters. Senator Kennedy opened his
speech by acknowledging the legitimate
place of religion and religious leaders in
political debate. However, Kennedy con-
tended that there is a ouestion of when
"leaders of the faith'; should imo<,rse
their religious or moral values on public
debate.
"Religious witnessj' he said, "should
not mobilize public authority to impose
a view where a decision is inherently
private in nalure, or where people ari
deeply divided about whether it isl'
Yet Dr. Falwell said that he would
continue to speak out against topics
such as abortion, and briskly sup-
port legislation to end the abortron
holocaust,
He told over 2,000 conventioneers
gathered at their annual Congressional
Breakfast that he anxiously looked for
the day when he will read the headline,
'Abortion banned in the United Statesl'
On the issue of abortion Kennedy
claimed there was no consensus amoni
the American people and argued that
forced legislation or judicial acrion
would only deepen the division of
Americans on this issue. Falwell re-
sponded by calling abortion "biological
holocaust," arguing that the wrath of
God for the murder of the unborn
should be of greater concern to us than
the Soviet threat. Dr. Falwell then en-
couraged the continued establishment
of pregnancy crisis centers, Save-A-
Baby homes, Christian adoption agen-
cies, and so forth. to meet the needs of
women in crisis pregnancies,
Both rnen agreed, however, that all
Americans should work to oreserve the
freedoms cherished in America.
"I concur with what the Senator
said here this morningj' Falwell said.
"We have one very basic common de-
nominator that equates everv one of us.
Dr. Falwell stated that there are no
simple soJutions to the racial problems
there. He condemned apartheid as
"abominable. It must be appealed and
The two men-both recent visitors
to famine-stricken coultries in Africa-
also voiced differing views on the way
to fight apartheid ("apart-ness" or seg-
regation) in South Africa.
The bulk of the senator's soeech
dealt with his recent visit to South
Africa. He spoke against the injustice
of apartheid and encouraged churches
to refuse investment in South Africa
and to escalate pressure for change in
that nation's racial policies.
changedl' He argued for constructive
engagement, not disinvestment, as the
best policy to bring about change in
South Africas policies. "It is a long road
and the real and oermanent answer-
while we work and plan for the benefit
of the next generation-is that God
rules the affairs of men," he said
Earlier in the week the broadcasters
heard speeches from President Ronald
Reagan and Vice President George Bush-
I Mark Snfth
NRB Convention Honors
Falwell as Man of the Year
WASHINGTON--The National
Religious Broadcasters honored
Jerry Falwell last month with the
prestigious "Hall of Fame" award
for outstanding achievement and
lasting contribution to religious
Droaocasnns.
Dr. Falwe-ll ioins the comoanv of
such religious lead.rc ur 
"uann.li.tBilly Graham and NRB niJneer
Wiliiam Ward Ayers in receivins thc
distinguished award for their riork
in Christian communication.
Falwell received the award the
day after his celebrated ebate with
Senator Edward M. Kennedy.
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AFTER ALL
Social Concern?
Not Me, I'm a Fundamentalist!
by Truman Dollar
f n their recent pastoral etter on
I poverty, the American Catholic
I bishops stopped short of calling
for the wholesale redistribution of
wealth. Instead they supponed the
establishment of outdated socialism. I
too am concerned about poverty, but I
agreed with little in that document. In
fact, I found its statements outrageous.
Unfortunately, following the Fundamen-
talist pattern of reacting rather than
acting, I said little until someone else
made a proposal.
Claiming that the Bible has the
answers, we Fundamentalists are at
our best providing ultimate solutions.
We restrict the message of God to man's
personal salvation and in response to
every human malady we simply say,
"Jesus is coming again." We know that
when Jesus comes, He will correct all
the wrongs that have occurred since
the garden-but it has been a long time
since the garden. And while we look
forward to etemity's final unraveling of
earth's problems, don't we have a re-
sponsibility to address these issues
now? To ignore them seems callous and
irresoonsible.
Liberals speak freely and virtually
unchallenged about every social issue,
basing many of their views on human
reason alone. Rarely do we Fundamen-
talists systematically state our views on
social issues, and we almost ignore the
Bible as the principal tool to guide man
in dealing with the problems of today.
In reality we are the ones who should
be applying the whole message of God
to making sense of the moral and social
chaos in our confused world.
The evening news reminds us of
thousands dying of stawation in Ethi
opia. What is our responsibility? Should
we send missionaries? Food? What
about helping other impoverished peo-
ple? Are we happy that the Ethiopian
66 FundomentolislJournol
W.urt not let
criticism about prcaching
a suial gospel keep us
frcm dealing with the
painful issues of the day.
catastrcphe makes the Communist sys-
tem look ineffective? The truth is that
Fundamentalists have neglected to de-
velop or implement a theology of the
poor. Shall we let the values of the Lib.
erals prerailbecause of our negligence?
A great national debate mges over
the nuclear arms race. Liberals would
unilaterally dismantle our nation's nu-
clear capability. The faculty of Fuller
Seminary published a statement con-
demning the arms race. Fundamen-
talists opt out of the debate almost
completely, with only a few isolated
patriotic shibboleths and some hastily
chosen references to prophecy implying
that nuclear war cannot occur until
after the Millennium. But limited nu-
clear war could occur before the Millen-
nium and in fact already has occurred
in Japan. Our pulpits and publications
owe the world a biblical perspective on
this crucial issue.
Abortion is the single social issue
about which Fundamentalists have
spoken. There is a significant move to
assist unwed mothers who want to
avoid abortion. At the same time, a
band of anti-abortionists has orsanized
a termrist rine to bomb abortioriclini.r.
Shall we be silent about their tactics?
Does our silence sanction these acts?
The Bible condemns illesal violence
even in the name of a goodcause and
speaks clearly about the sanctity of life,
caring for the poor and socially disad-
vantaged, the uoman's role in the home,
and a variety of other social issues.
Certainly we are not calling for a social
gospel; however, we must not let criti-
cism about preaching a social gospel
keep us from dealing-wirh rhe piiniul
issues of the day.
The nation deserves to hear what
the Bible says about these problems.
Clear-thinking Fundamentalists ought
to research and define the issues so we
can be active and not reactive. We must
write book, anicles, and position papers
on lhese issues and ma-ke them'avail-
able to our people. We must lead the
way in providing answers, because we
are the ones who have a commitment
to the infallible and revealed authoritv
of the Scriptures.
We must be careful not to let the
necessity of dealing with these issues
divert us from the task of world evan-
gelism. That need not happen. In other
generations, men have balanced dual
concems. Erangelists George Whitefield
and Sam Jones heloed omhans. D. L.
Moody cared for Chicago s needy. Georg"
Mueller moved Great Britain with his
faith as he cared for society's outcasts.
The Bible emphasizes two great
messages: how to come to God and how
to walk with God. Iet's give both truths
some attentlon.
I Truman Dollar, pastor of Temple
Baptist Church, Detroit, Michigan, is a
published author noted for his thought-
provoking and unpredictable insights
on current events, He shares his views
in this column each month.
1. Action-Oriented Learning.
Learning at Libeny is no ho hum
experience. lt s dynamic. Pro'
gressive. Mind-stretching. Y)u'll
learn in the classroom, sure. But
then your knowledge will be
expanded through hands'on
opportunities. You'll get the theerv
end the practice.
2. A Degree That's
Worth Something.
Accreditation. An important
word when vou're considering a
college. Libeny is fully accredited.
we've made the
grade. So when
you graquate
from Libefty
you've got a
degree thafs
more than a
piece of paper.
It's a pa$porr ro rhe furure.
3. Commltnent to
Excellence.
A current best seller charges that
our generation is addicted to
mediocrity. Ve agree. That's why
at Libeny we ve declared war on
that less-than{he besr menraliry.
Our commitment to excellence is
total. In academics. In athletics. In
character. In everything.
4. Professors Who Are
in the Know.
The Liberty faculry. How can
they be defined in a word?
Competent. Thoroufihly com-
petent. They know what drey're
talking about. Not just because
they have an impressive array of
initials behind their names.
There's more to ir. They're aca-
demic experts, but they have the
advantage of practical experience
to back up their teaching.
UAI\TTOKI\OV/
TFIEREASONWEREONEOF
TFIEFASTESIGW
COLLEGESNffi
HOWABOTT10?
5. Pace-setting Leadership.
Y()u tust can't
ger arouno lr.
There's some
thing special
about Liberty's
leadership. Our
Chancellor, Dr.
Jerry Falwell, is
on the cutting
edge of our
times. ds the friend to HeaG of
State and other world leaders, his
word carries weight. IIe is the
magnet which has drawn ro Libenv
so man)' others of high academic
and spiritual caliber. Each
ofthe college's seven divisions
are directed by men of vision.
We've got leaders whct know how
to lead.
6. Unlqueness.
Libeny is not one of those
stamped'out-of-the-mold colleges.
We re unique. And since our birth
over a decade ago, we've main
uined that one-of-a-kind characrer.
Ve could trv to describe it or
explain it, but, frankly, you just
have to eqerience it. Come and
see for yourseli
7. Diversity in Education.
Vith 42 maiors from which
to cn()()se,
Liberty's diver-
sity is indis
putable. ether
you re aiming for
a career in busi-
ness, journalism
or the pastorate, Libeffy is the place.
8. ReaI Freedom.
At Libefty you'll be free ro learn.
To grow. To become the person
God designed you to be. After all,
isnl that real success?
ffi
9. A Top-Rated Sports Program.
If you're into athletics, r'ou'll
have a ball at Libert\'. Football.
Basketball. Baseball. There are
Nvelve intercollegiate sporls
programs tor
both men and
women, in-
cluding a NCAA
football pro
gram. And don\
forget our
award winning
wrestling team. lfe ve defeated
several NCAA Division I oppo-
nents. And there's more. We've got
spirit that liets better every year.
And why not? \fe're growing so
fast, it just means more voices to
cheer. Join usl Ilut we warn you,
you might get hoarse!
10. Lea.ntng That's Fun.
Irt's face it: g()ing to collelie
ought to be fun. It's the most
memorable time of your life, and
y()u want to enjey it. At Libeny we
feel the same way. Our campus is
alive with the jov of new friend'
ships, new adventures, new ideas.
\X/hat's more, Libertv is located
right in the heart of specracular
natural beauty. It's a joy iust to be
here. Learning that isn\ fun isn\
complete. Ct 483
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